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Ejithact of a letter from Waskinoton Ihvjno to the autior, 
dated Sanny-Bide, July 6, 1866. 

" I ]iad especially intend d t Ih k j for your Httle 
Tolume, for it was particul ly pt LI I mG. 'Richmond 
in Bp-Gone Days' was Eiel m d I k w t in. tlie days of 
my youth, nearly fifty years E y p o of your Tolume 

brought up some delightful 11 t t eiiea and charao- 
ters long since passed away f t P hm d, at the time of 
my visit, tiiera iras a rare asBemblage of the talent and beauty 
of Virginia; and the impreasjona I received thun have ever 
made tlie 'Oid Dominion' dear to me.'" 



Letter from Dr. Jons W. Fkancis to the author, dated New 
York, May 13, 1857. 
"Dear Sir, — Tour interesting voluma of men and things, 
(your cemioisoeQoea,) oame safely to hand. I had already 
read the work with much gratification. It is such books that 
help to make up history, when writers like Macaulay take pen 
in hand. I shall preserve the volume, and I hope to have some 
notice taken of it. With many, many thauka, &o." 



From the Neiv York Obaerver, Nov. 20, 185G. 
"This volume is full of pleasant reading, even for a stranger, 
but much more interesting to those who know the Capital of 
the Old Dominion. It is the work of leisure hours, delightfully 
spent in gathering up the threads of past days, and preserving 
the records that would otherwise he left to perish." 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



H™.db,Googlc 



CONTENTS. 



Preitacb to Second Editlor, . . . . . 

iNTEODtiCTlON. — Origin of Riuhmond— Gcanta of land to 
William Ejrd, 1673 to 1679— Town eataHished 1742— 
Lottery 1756— Seat of gOTecnment 1779— City 1782, . 

Chapteb I. — Long time opo — Market boHse — Sliooltoe 
Ci'oek — Rock Landing — Mall — Widewilt'a lalaDd— Sa,- 
brlna — Shot Tower — Cage — StoeliB — Cart-tail — Duck- 
ing atool — Common Bcoldu, .... 

Cbap. W.—Brilish Merchanla and Commtrdal Qaacki—CiVi- 
bacy — -Tobacco conventions — Evasion of usury — SLam 
bills of eiohiinge-— Monopoly — Northern intruaion on 
it — Capital abstracted — legislative aoljou to the injury 
of trade — Comrnercial conventions, 

Chap. III.— J/biifrra Antiquities — Old Stone House — Adams' 
manBiou- St. John's Church— Masonic Hall- Bird ia 
Hand, City Tavern, Bowler's — Falling Garden— Henry 
Banks — Tieasury— Council chamber — House of Mr. 
Stiange Mr Gilliat, Mr. Man,— Col. Mayo- Hermit- 
age — Bellville— Bridgo-Old Capitol — J. Brown, aoii'c 
'iniij'"ii-, 

CHAr IV — Mam Sfrefi— Last of the wooiien houses— Brick 
row— The Old Gun, Eagle Tatern, Harris' high house 
— Seawell Osgood, Fireman and Flfer- Mrs. Gilbert's 
Coffee iiouae, Globe Tavern — Daat and mud — Spring 
Bi-anch — Lombardy poplars — Tan-bark Hall, Colin's 



H™.db,Googlc 



COJSTBSTS. 



Ljncii's Coffea liouao— War neifs— Aspiring Garden, 

horse ( 

Chap. V. — Broad Street — Bootwright, Gatliriglit — Weatei'n 

trade — Wagons — TJpliill work — Richards' tavern, . ' 

Chap. 'Vl.— GapUol and ^{uare— Ravines, Weeds, Bar- 
rooia— Goveraor'a house — Houdon's statue of Wash- 
ington — Speaker's chair — Graad stove — The grounda— 
Former and present surfaca of the city— Numerous 
spriDgs^Black cooliades and tri-colored. 
Chap. VII.— OM Rss\dsni:es and ihtir Occiipunts — Lawyers 
— Eibow.room — Treasurer Ambler, Letter from Lis 
I git d h gR hm 1 1 80— Ch fJ 
61 h i1 li mpl ty f m h d t t 

h fh Igim h— CIC S— t 
C 11 i I g h 1 t— G b P h M J 

A bl J dg ^ h 1 B W L gl C 1 J h H 
— B 1 d — D d t — M W kh m ( 
t — B m B t — Cb pm J I h 

— Al d MR e— M P k tl w t d~M 
P 11 d 1 w t k y— ih 1 J h t 

df htk— DLj PTl CI 

R G bl d h d i gh — M W 

th t 1 d pi y p — B h d W 1 gt 

Elm d I d Ijh d I d ~& g H h 

w d w d ght f P d t M —I II CI g 

h h gli 1 g— M i I V 1 P Ipl R gw d 

Lb 11 l^j h — L f m II y CI y p 

g U 1 f d d h— & f M CI J by H 

d th Lad — J h H 3 h b t w t 1 
gi 1 p 1 g t tb L g 1 —41 C p 

b 11 J E ( W 11 m H y J ph M W 11 m 
M f d 
C MU^OldR d es i h O p d— 

Wll Rbt Ikfh 1 dh hi 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



dren;— Antbony Robinson — Thos. Eitohie, of tho Eq- 
quirer — Andrew Dunscoinbe and descendants — Arch'd 
Blair, Jobn Gialinm — John Robinson, clerk, and his 
Bona; — J. Dobie, Eiiw'd Cunmnglmra, Dr. Watson — Jno. 
Brown, eUvk and secretary — J, Hopkina — Cannon balla 
from the Bosphoraa— H. Monnnro, A. DuTal, Or. Well- 
ford, Gen. Braxton, Andrew Nicholson, Bev Mr. Wood- 
bridge, McClure. Brjdie, McOredie, Col, Tatem, Bishop 
Moore, Jos. Ja^kaon, P, Gibson, N. Milla, Southgate, 
Jacob Cohen, Sam'l Mjere, Wm. 'WiBeham, J. Pi-osaer, 
W. MoBoure, J. Heron, C. Copland, 0. Ellis— Albert 
Gallatin, bia letter respecting bis early life in Virginia ; 
his houae in RicLinond and Bubsequeiit occupanta — 
Bushrod Washington, J. D. MeCaw and Connay Rob- 
inson — Major Gibbon, liia sou burned in the tbealre — 
D. M. Randolpti — MoldaTia, Mrs. Kandolph the queen, 
her dominion ; the refrigerator her iovention — Col. T. 
M. Randolph, Mrs. Hackley, Gouverneui- Mortis and 
Wife; Miss C, the paragon of beauty; Mr. Gallego, 
the miller; J. Allan, Edgar Allan Toe, And. Ronald, 
David Ross, Tbomaa Rutherfoord. Jas. Pegram, Sam'l 
Taylor, J. Peun, T. Wilaon, I). Bullock, W. Price, G. 
W. Manford, J. R. Anderson ; J. Y. Mason, bis cool- 
ness while bis houSB was burning ; J. A. Gheyallie, 
anecdote of Beaumarchais ; P. Drew, T. Richardson ; 
J. Mutter, father of Professor M. ; Dr. Hayes ; ThoB. 
Green, deities in Marble — A parting scene — Judge 
Eoane, autocrat of the Deraooraoj ; Mr. Webb, his suo- 
oessor (not an autobi-at)~Ciiuroli Hill— Adams' family, 
their bill-top residences— William Marshall, Gov. G. W. 
SiBJtb, Geo. Wioolson and desoendonts ; Friend Conch, 
J. Foster, Strobia, Clarke, Lambert, A. Craig, Andrew 
Stevenson, Jndge Slanard, William Rowlelt, Richaid 
Young, Mrs. Young, a resident of Mount Vernon dur- 
ing WaEhlngton'K life, . . . . .112 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



COSTENTS. 



CiTAP. IS.— rAs j)ffli/or~S8arch waiTant— Bottlo ivager— 
Other Wagers — Darmatodt — Washington's liait, . 1; 

Chap. X— Mb Eay-Seale (far— Cautest for distinction— A 
peace maker — An eniptj honor, , . . 1' 

CiTAP. XI— Jfco Farsons and ne'er a dnir^h^St. John's— 
Patrick Hen\-y — Quakers — Parsons Buehar»n and Blair 
and AbbiS Dubois hold their services in the Capitol— 
Clerioal jokes and clerLcal brotherhood, . . 1> 

ChJ-P. XU.—Oemeteries—Si. John's, Old Mortality, Female 
grave digger, Shockoe Hill Cemetery, Holly-wood, Oak- 
wook. Catholic, Hebrew, . . . - li 

Chap. Xlll. —OitizDit of Yore—Ui: Rosa, tho jailor—. 
Rosb'b brig — Jailor artist — Mr. FiUwhyllsonn — Musi- 
cal society — Horsemanship — Fat Nancy, la Foret, Bon- 
Dftrde! ; Jack Willis, Hs nephew Priuoe Murat; Jemmy 
Elliot and his lizards: Friend Maddux; Tankard, the 

Chap. XlY.~Old JlisA ions— Cravats, Bucksldn breeches. 

Disastrous gallantry, Last of the fair tops, . . 1 

Chap. XV. — Quackery and Credulity — Pevkins' tractors, . 1 

Chap. XVI.— Mineral Fafej-j— Cooling off— Early rising- 
Magia dissolved — Lynchburg well, truth cot at its 
bottom, . . . ■ . . 1 

Chap. XYU—DistitiffUished rriiiiirs- Invisible Lady, Tom 
Moore, Jerome Bonaparte, Gen. Keubel, . . 1 

Chap. XVIIL—KncMo/JminsmCTi-Theatre— First Acad- 
emy of Fine Aria in America begun in Riohmoud — 
Memoir of M. Quesaay, its projector — Building con- 
verted to a theatre — Convention to radfy the Conslitu- 
tion of the United States sat there — Wirt's desoripiion 
of it, 1 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



gfhth — DMT dGlb t— P 
GlHjkT bdgFliCd 

M t h 11 Sp g A (1 my H 11 G lid Sp g 210 

Cu XX —Ph — D L p M CI E F li 

C Cg AdmLj G liwWtBo, 

N 1 T t I k B h C 11 Ch mb 

1 n M p — Ap th — M d 1 C 1 

ig 220 

Ci \XI— \ pp d F i —V g G tt 

A g D ~t>l w h — E m M w th 

J _Q g— M 1 I f p p _ 

P t t— A 6 & ra 1 PI t — B li ''py— C 1 

1 i R I — F 1 ral t— E i T P h — 

C rai 1 LAI — Wh g J h H PI as ts— 
Eph m — L y p d 1 Am t t Q ph 

IB G rard Gl Gro tl 1 V t Ly U & 

Stlgt Sh L yM g TWht 

B B M J R TL m[ -D N 1 W 

k— B k tb bl U t m 227 

Ch \Xll—Fbi dP _B g — P rh 1 

C ty T _C p Fl h — I g S — B y 

— Col. Radford, Eagio — Crouch, Virginia Inn— Major 
Davis— Col. Goodall of Indian Queen, Enaign of Han- 
oyer TOlnnteers in Duomore's day — Major Mobs — 
Swan— Ban''s lodgings— His friends, Sta. . . . 243 

Chap. XXIII, — Races and Balls— Raliih Ringwooii — Equip- 
ages — Race ground — Raoa ball — Minuet — Sj. QlUiat 
and London Brigs, 249 

Chap. XXIV.— Sociedes— The Amicable, its members, its 
revival— The Library— T. Nicoleon — Quoit Club at 
Buoliatian's Spring, at Clarke's Spring- Ma^ar-CIflrko, 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



Belloaa Araenal— Silk worm oporatiTL-i — Morus multi- 
caulia, 2[ 

Chap. XXV. — Bvemng Fastimes-— 1,00 end wbist excife- 
ment— Hicfeorj Cornhill — Geo. Tucker, E. W. Eootes — 
Oaths, li 

ChjIP. XXVI.— 4 Medley— '^a%i& Auatin, founiJer of Teins, 
of a sbot factory, nnd of GuniblB's oovnor, the great 
resort of marten a — Their fmnnal meetings at the Capi- 
tol — The Armorj — Ilaller's Academy — Fremont — Den- 
tiitry and ^rc/iii6c(urf~-Blacfc artista— Poter Ilawkins, 
tooth'drairer — His neighbor tho builder, . . 2i 

Chap XXVII —Sharp Shins and Shin FlosleTs~Bt.Dk notes 
— F el hank 1 3- — Other banka — -Foreign gold and 
» iTflr Col m ney, Cut raoaey — Proo : ContlQental 
pape mo ej . . . . .2' 

Chap XXVIII —Fl sh Timea in Eickmond—noodi of bank 
n tcB — Dea th of Bpeoie — Land Bpeculatlona— Towns on 
papa — Auct ona— Projects — Specie reauuiption — Bub- 
yle tu St— Nayj Hill, Marion Hill, Port Miijo, aover- 
no B ga den '^jduey, Union Hill, Bacon's Quarter, 
Sbed Town Butcher Town, SoreamersTUla, Oregon 
HiU, DarLy Town, Souffle Town, Fulton, West Hamp- 
ton, Banka Town, Mecbaniosuille — Morus maUioaulis 
mania — Secret inquiaition at WestOTer, . . 2- 

Chaf. XXIX.— Ms James Sivar Conot-Waahingtoa, the 
projector and first President, deoliiiea donations of 
$45,000 for hjmaelf; bequeaths them to colleges — 
Succeaaivo preBidenta — Locks not made lo open — Pro- 
gress and close of first company — Book— New looks — 
Estension to Lynchburg, to Buchanan — Projected *l- 
tension to CoTiugton and to tho Ohio — Eitenaion of 
capital — CODYersion of State loans, &o., . . 2 

Chax. XXX, — Roads — Turnpikes: Brook, Richmond, West- 
ham, MeohanicBvilie — Mud-pikes — Planlt-roada — Raii- 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



CONTEKTS, 



'rederioksburg, Centvol, Peters- 
buvg, Danville, York EWer, Orange & Aleiandria — 
Petersburg to Eoanoke, to Lyaoliburg, to Norfolk, . 8( 

Chap. XXXI. — The Bridges and Manchesler — Mayo's bridge, 
of logo, of boats, of piors, strangelj crossed — Contt's 
ferry and fishery — Sturgeon ride— Coutt's last words 
—Dreadful freshet and loss of life— Trent's bridge, 
Petersliurg railroad bridge, DanTille railroad bridge — 
Rooky Ridge, Manchester— Nomenclature — Oner- 
canny Soot — Cotton and flour mills — A drought — 
Abrasion of rooks in tie falla— Medusa's head, . 3i 

Chap. SXSII— Btmia and Iniurancs C p — T m 
River Bonk, Bonk of Virginia, Parm B k— Gr d 
ual, moderate and rapid increaae of b ka — M t 1 
Assurance Society— Dependence on f g j n I 

— Recent large increase in Virginia — N iv bj t f 
insurance suggested, . . . . . Z'. 

Chap. XXXLIL^Manu/acturei and Mills — Joint stock com- 
panies — Outrages on our commerce — Virginia cloth 
the fashion — Harris's cotton mill and otiier factories 
unsuccessful — Change from oojnpaDies to indiyiduala — 
Successful results — Embargo and non- intercourse — 
Trada via Florida— Frontier trick— Ross's mills, Gal- 
lego's, Ilaiall's, Radford's, Rutherfocrd's ; Bunlop, 
Moncuro & Co.'s, Brummel'B, Crenshaw's, Tredegar 
Iron Works, and others, . , . .8 

CfiAP. 5SXIV.^?biEcco Warehouses— 'Zoitn^wa the colonial 
ourreuoy — Warehouses and inspections — Tobacco roll- 
ers — Mode of selling — Negro-iiead and pig-tail — Fancy 
names — FlaToring ingredients— Extent of business, - 8 

CuiP, XXSV.— Me VisU of ia/aj(f!ie— Enthnsiaatic rccep- 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



Chap. XXXVI.—We Washington Jfo«K7!ien(— Inception— 
Siibscriptjon — Suspension — Eevival — CommenoBmeiit 
— Ci-awford'a stataea — The group around tlie eques- 
trian status of Washington, . . , .8: 

Chap. XX.'SNU.— The Museum— Txe fonndBi— -Sito on Capi- 
tol aqnare — Statues draped — Laoooon aold to tiie sur- 
geons, . . . . . . . S 

Chap. XXXVIII— ffm and Tfa;«r— Riohmond the first 
city lighted — Among the first natered — Substitution 
of more reoeot establishments— A fish story, . . 3 

Chap. XXSIX.— ITAe Colored Arhlocracy—Ri^ life below 
stairs^Respeot paid to old serrants — Black fiddlcra, 
pastry coots, cold weather and oomfoi'l — Dignity, fine 
dressing, fashionable TlBitiug, . , . .3 

TALEBICTOttT, . . . . . .3 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



The unpretending character of this little book 
will probably disarm criticism, except from the 
attacks of such literary prowlers as make their 
assaults on the weakest, that they may be safe 
from resistance or retaliation. 

These reminiscences were commenced at a pe- 
riod of illness, to while away the tedium of a sick 
chamber, and would not have extended beyond the 
few pages thus penned to kill time, had not some 
friends urged the extension of them, to serve as a 
slight memorial of men and things and events, of 
which there were few or no records, and which 
must soon pass into oblivion if not rescued by one 
of the survivors of them. 

The reader may doubt whether a large portion 
of the contents deserve to he thus rescued ; and 
should this be the general opinion, the judgment 
will be carried into execution, by the book being 
consigned to the oblivion it merits. 

What portions of these reminiscences are to be 

ascribed to false impressions on the memory, I 

must refer to my cotemporaries, being unconscious 

of them myself. In old age, the memory like the 

2 
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siglit, discerns remote objects, -while tlioso wliich 
are near become indistinct, or imperceptible. But 
the imagination sometimes plays trielis with both, 
Memory becomes so strongly impressed with what it 
had frequently heard or frequently narrated, as to 
convert legends into facts, and phantoms into real- 
ities; and the eye ia also deceived by outlines and 
shadows, into seeing objects, which have neither 
form nor substance — 



The writer trusts that there is nothing in these 
pages to wound the feelings of any one living 
person mentioned, or of the descendants of one; 
he can conscientiously assert that there is no such 
intention, and express his regret if his motives 
should be misinterpreted. 

P. S, — When the following pages were penned, 
the writer had not seen the volume entitled "His- 
tory of Richmond, by Dr. John P. Little; " and 
having not yet perused it regularly, he is uncon- 
scious of any encroachments on the Doctor's 
manor, and he will bo the first probably to excul- 
pate the writer from any such charge. The Doc- 
tor's work appears to be one of historical research, 
to which this lays no claim. 
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PBEFACB TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The appearance of this volume is proEipted 
solely by a wish to leave, instead of its predeces- 
sor, a more correct and complete record of the 
writer's reminiscenoes. Ever since the publica- 
tion of that volume, the author has been con- 
scious of its errors and imperfections, which, if 
they Tvere overlooked by his friends, were not hj 
himself; and he has felt it a duty to both to leave 
a fairer record, unimportant aa it is. If he suc- 
ceeds in this, his object will be attained, without 
any other reward than the approbation of the 
public, and especially of his fair friends, whose 
kind reception of the first edition is an additional 
inducement to test their indulgence and that of the 
public by the issue of a second. 

Having now confessed his errors, for which he 
seeks to atone, be trusts to obtain absolution. He 
seeks not only to merit this, but to obtain favor 
by the amplification of former subjects and the 
introduction of new ones. 

A alight change has been made in the title, 
partly to distinguish this from the first edition, and 
partly because some subjects outside of Eichraond 
are introduced. 
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New Souncea have been added to the old dress, 
and patches or new breadths (like those in ladies' 
dresses of to-day), are inserted where it was neces- 
sary to tear out the former texture, in order to 
substitute better materials. Indeed, the old dross 
should be entirely discarded, and the new one sub- 
stituted. Those who possess the former, are thero- 
fore advised, if a gentleman to use it for lighting 
cigars, if a lady for curl-papers (it will put no 
■wicked thoughts in her head), and obtain a copy of 
the " second edition, corrected and enlarged." 

"Whether any persons will be tempted to follow 
this advice is a risk to bo incurred by the publish- 
ers, and if not followed, the public will also be the 
losers. Warm weather prevails, when light diet 
is beat, and such this volume furnishes, 

Should there be found an infusion of garrulity, 
the influence of seventy-four summers on the writer 
must plead his excuse. Age is more apt to have 
a profusion of words than of ideas. Pray, dear 
reader, proceed to the perusal with an indulgent 
spirit, and if a lady, with a sweet voice, to atone 
for rough composition. May it at least induce 
gentle slumbers and pleasant dreams. Good night. 

Or to change this levity to a serious and softer 
tone, for these arc parting words to many friends — 
Farewell. 

May 1, 1860. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



It may not be amiss to prefix to these recollec- 
tions of the Citj of Richmond a short notice of its 
origin. 

The name originated from the fancied resem- 
blance of its site to Richoiond, on the Thantes, 
which is noticed at the present day by persons 
who have seen both, and if Rougemont gave a 
color of adaptation" to the latter, it might well have 
done Bo to our city, whose hill-sides glow with a 
rich red tint. 

A grant of 7,351 acres of land, "beginning at 
the mouth of Shoccoe's Creek," and running 
up the river several miles, and north of it a con- 
siderable distance, waa obtained by Oapt. William 
Bird from Sir William Berkeley, Governor, on the 
15th of March, 1675-6, in consideration of the 
introduction of 122 persons into the Colony, the 
names of whom arc recited in the grant, and sub- 
sequently for introducing some negro slaves. In 
1687, a patent was granted to the same gentleman 
for 956 acres, beginning on the east side of 
Shoccoe's Creek at its mouth, and extending up 
the creek and down the river. On a part of this 
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18 INTRODUCTION. 

latter grant, Richmond first sprung up and subse- 
quently spread over a portion of the larger grant 
■west of Shockoe Creek. 

[These grants were coaarmed by an act of tie " Grand As- 
sembly, held at James City " Id 1679, which "granted to Capt, 
"William Bird mthiu these bounds, heginning on the south side 
of James Rirar, one mile and a, half below the Falls, and so 
coDtinuing fire miles up the river in a straigbt line, and back- 
nards one mile into the woods," "and on the north side of 
said river, beginning half a mile before the Falls, and thence 
continuing five miles up the river and two miles bacbwarcto 
into the wooiiB, all wbiob he accounts and presumes to be his 
own land,"^" and he shall become bound and obliged to seat 
the whole number of fifty able men armed and constantly fur- 
nished with saffioient ammunition and provisions, together 
with such number of titheable persona not eioeeding 250 in 
the whole, on both sides of said river, within the space of half a 
mile along the river on each side and a quarter of a mile back- 
wards into the woods." 

A similar grant on Eappahannook river, was tnade to Law- 
rence Smith, and offered to any otber persons, at or near the 
heads of any other of the great rivers, on condition of their 
placing military forces and other persons, " for the protection 
of his Majesty's conntry against our barbarous enemies, the 
Indians."] 

The following extract from a manuscript volume 
of Col. Wm. Byrd, op AVestovbe, the founder 
of the City, was written in the year 1*733, in his 
journal : 

"Sept. 10, 1783.— When we got home we laid the foundation 
of two largo cities, one at Shaoco's, to be colled Richmond, and 
the other at the Falls of Appomattox river, to be named 
Petersburg. These Major Mayo offered to lay oat into lots 
without fee or reward. Tho truth of it is, these two places 
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lieing the uppermost landing of James and Appomattos rivers, 
are naturiUy intended for racirtB where the traffic of the ont«r 
inhabitants must oentro. Thus we did not build caatios onlj, 
but also cities in the aiv." [The Weatorer Manuscripts, 
Petersburg. — Printed bj Etimunii and Julian Ruffin, 1841-] 



It wag to Pbtbr Jones, not to Peter the Great, 
that Petersburg was indebted for its name — Jonea 
little thought that the claima of the Czar and him- 
self would ever conflict for any honor or distinction, 
although, like his great name-sake, he also founded 
a city on marshy ground, as the old part of our 
Petersburg originally was. But great geniuses 
often jump together. 

In the year 1742, the Assembly of Virginia 
passed " an act establishing the town of Richmond, 
in the county of Henrico, and allowing Fairs to be 
held therein " in the months of May and Novem- 
ber, "on the lands of Wm. 3Jyri3, Esq., at the 
Falls of Jamea river." Shockoe's Creek was the 
northern and eastern boundary. The river and a 
line therefrom along First street to the creek, (pro- 
bably Bacon Branch) was the southern and western. 

In 1744, an act was passed to prohibit the build- 
ing of wooden chimneys, "by reason of the immi- 
nent danger of fire." 

In 1769, "an act' for establishing towns at Rooky 
Midge, (Manchester), at Gloucester Court House, 
andLayton'a Ware-house." 

In 1779, " an act for the removal of the seat of 
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govemment " to the town of Richmond — which 
includes a section authorizing an enlargement of its 
limits bj the addition of two hundred lota, or one 
hundred acres. 

In 1780, " an act for locating the public 
squares, to enlarge the town, and for other pur- 
poses" — loeatea the Capitol, Halls of Justice, 
State House for Executive .Boards, and a house 
for the Governor, on Shockoe Hill, and a Public 
JIarhet below the hill, on the same side of the 
creek. "Thomas Jefferson, Archibald Gary, Ro- 
bert Carter Nicholas, Richard Adams, Edmund 
Randolph, Turner Southall, Robert Goode, James 
Buchanan, and Samuel Du Vail, Esquires, were 
appointed to lay oif in such form and of such 
dimensions as shall be convenient and requisite." 
Two hundred more lots of a half acre each were 
added, and authority given to clear the naviga- 
tion leading to Shockoe landing, "which was 
much obstructed of iate by freshets, the natural 
course of the creek being altered, h'j which large 
banks of sand have been thrown up, which if not 
quickly removed, may render the navigation to the 
upper landing useless," i. e. the late site of the 
Gas Works, on Gary street. 

In 1781, " an act to secure to persons who 
desire titles to lots, lands and tenements, under tiie 
lottery, or under a deed of trust of the late Wm. 
Byrd, Esq., a fee simple estate therein." 
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The Wm, Byrd here spoken of, was a son of the 
founder, and was as industrious in losing a fortune, 
as his father had heen in making one. The sale 
of lots in Richmond was perhaps not so rapid as 
his expenditures required, and from the recital in 
this act, it appears that ia 1766 he made a lottery 
of lots in Bichmond and Manchester. He may 
have sunk metal more precious by working a Lead 
mine in the county of Augusta wherein he was 
concerned with John Rohinson and John Chiswell. 

Augusta may then have been the frontier county 
in Virginia, bounded on the west, it may be pre- 
sumed, by the PaciBc. I have seen a large map 
mouldering on the ruinous walls at Eltham, at the 
head of York river, where Albemarle county had 
such an illimitable boundary. 

In 1757 a deed was made by Wm. Byrd, premi- 
sing that he intends shortly to leave the Colony 
and is desirous to provide for the maintenance of 
his wife and mother, and for the payment of his 
debts, and conveying to and placing under the 
management of Peyton Randolph, John Robinson, 
John Page, Presley Thornton, Charles Carter and 
Charles Turnbull all his lands in Chesterfield, 
Henrico, Lunenburg and Halifax, with the slaves 
and live stock thereon. Part of the property con- 
veyed in this deed was the subject of his lottery, 
which was drawn before the act of 1769 for sup- 
pressing private lotteries. The plan of the lottery 
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■was put on record in the court of Henrico 
county. 

At the date of the act of 1781, Coarles Car- 
ter was the only surviving trustee, and he was 
authorized hy it to osecute the deeds. 

In 1782, an act was passed which conferred on 
Bichmond the title of Oity, and incorporated it as 
such. 

In 178S, the city was allowed a Representative 
in the House of Delegates. 

The name and deeds of Nathaniel Bacon, called 
the rebel, but meriting the title of patriot, are 
recorded in history, and are retained in the east- 
ern and western limits of Richmond. 

Bloody-Run by tradition obtained its name from 
a sanguinary battle with the Indians, where his 
conquest terminated hostilities with thera, and 
Saoon's Quarter Branch, also by tradition, derives 
its name from his occupancy of the banks of that 
stream with his troops, when opposed to those of 
the Governor in 1676, and when his resistance to 
oppression preceded by a centary that which re- 
sulted in Independence. 

Bacon's Castle in Surry is a strongly hnilt house 
which bears the marks of port-holes for musketry, 
and ifc is still a comfortable dwelling. 
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RICHMOND, IN BY-GONE DAYS. 



CHAPTER I. 

LOHG TIME AGO. 

" Sliould auld aoqaainfaaoe be forgot, 
And uBver brought to miu' ! 
Should anld acquaiDtanco bo forgot. 
And days o'laog-syne ?" 

There arc few residents of Richmond at this 
day whoso reminiscences of its localities, &c., have 
a moro remote retrospection than mine ; impressed 
on my childhood, perhaps on my imagination ; and 
as the latter may occasionally prevail, I will not 
venture to assert that my descriptions and anec- 
dotes are literally correct, — they are so, as the 
qualification in court goes, " to the best of ray 
knowledge and belief." 

As far back as the year 1792, I think I 
remember the market-house occupying the site 
of the one just rebaiit (1856) on Main and 
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Seventeentb streets. The first edifice was an 
open shed supported on wooden posts, and the 
slope from it down to Shoc'koe C'reeh was a 
green pasture, and considered a common, much 
nsed by laundresses whereon to dry the clothes 
■which they washed iu the stream. A spring of 
cool water arose in the common on the south side 
of Main street, hut the spot is now occupied by a 
building where fountains of fire-water are substi- 
tuted for the natural and pure element, and, I 
fear, it may be added, that the combined elements 
attract more thirsty bodies than the simple one 
did of yoro, although the thirst is more apt to 
be increased than allayed by the fiery substitute.* 

The creek was crossed by foot passengers on a 
narroTf" bridge, raised a few feet above the surface 
of the water, but horses cooled their feet by ford- 
ing it. When freshets occurred, the planks were 
removed from the bridge and a ferry-boat was sub- 
stituted, which conveyed vehicles, as well as man and 
horse, across the wide and sometimes deep stream. 

At the mouth of the creek, where the gas hold- 
ers now rise and fall, was a wharf, built around a 
broad, flat rock (which has been blasted to accom- 
modate the gas), and this plaoo was called the 
RocTc Landing, where oyster boats and small craft 
resorted, 

* This fountain has found a different outlet, 1830. 
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Along the then elevated bank of the river, 
from about the rear of the present Union Hotel, 
a graaay walk, shaded by elm and other trees, ex- 
tended for a considerable distance, down to where 
poster's rope-walk afterwards stood, and this waa 
the fashionable promenade. Of late years, the 
clay which nourished those trees has been con- 
verted into bricks, the surface lowered many feet, 
and a large portion of it covered with buildings. 
Below this bant was a small branch of the river, 
separated from the main stream by a narrow strip 
of land, an island, on which grew a few large 
sycamore trees, about the site of the present dock. 
I remember a vessel, grounded probably in a 
freshet, in this narrow stream, and converted into 
a place of refreshment, which was reached by a 
platform from the shore, and resorted to by prome- 
naders. Its position waa peculiarly favorable for 
the sale of oysters to those who sought recreation 
there. 

The eastern end of this shaded walk terminated 
in a high and steep cliff, overhanging the river, 
which washed its base at high water, but at low 
tide admitted of a narrow walk on the sands. On 
the occasion of a severe ice freshet once, a great 
deposit of drift-wood, soil and sand formed a small 
island some hnnd'red feet from this cliff, A Ger- 
man, named Widcwilt, whose trumpet called the 
troops to horse, procured a land warrant and 
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located it on this new-found land, and, to secure 
it against becoming a floating island, he drove 
states all round his slippery domain, and wattled 
them, so that future freshets might add further 
deposits ; and thus Widewilt'e Island hecame a 
possession of some value as a fishery and a sand 
mart. The island remained above water longer 
than its founder did above ground ; hut a similar 
accident to that which formed the island recurred, 
and destroyed the work of its predecessor. An 
ice freshet consolidated the river, and so obstructed 
the current that the ice borne over the Falls con- 
tinued to accamulate in height until it rose to the 
level of Majo's Bridge. An unfrozen current 
flowed underneath, but was not visible for many 
miles. The immense mass of ice slowly disap- 
peared, and with it disappeared Widewilt's Island. 
A similar loss of territory happened to Great 
Britain some years before. A volcanic island rose 
in tho Atlantic off St. Michael's, one of the 
Azores, in 1811, and ivhen it became cool enough 
not to scorch shoe leather, the captain of the Brit- 
ish frigate Sabrina, then cruising on that station, 
landed on it, and coolly took possession in the 
name of his sovereign, and gave to it the name 
of his ship. It was mj fortune, or misfortune, 
during the war in 1814, soon after passing the site 
of this new British territory, to be captured, by 
one of his Britannic Majesty's ships. I was on 
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board an American vessel commanded by a Seotcli- 
man, and was captured by a Britiah vessel com- 
manded by a Yankee, and to complete the strange 
antithesis, a Yankee prize-master was placed ovei" 
my Scotch captain. The Yankee was a well dia-. 
posed — I should rather say a good-natured man — 
for his disposition to fight against his country waa 
not well, but be had been a carpenter in the British 
service "long before the fight begun." I inquired 
of iim about the island, and was told he could 
show me what remained of it. Thereupon, open- 
ing his sea-chest, ho handed me a lump of lava, 
and said he was present at the birth of the island, 
and acted as ono of its godfathers. That be took 
this memento of his bantling, who did not survive, 
or rather sur-wave, but about eighteen months; 
and he bestowed on me one-half of the British 
dominion lie had rescued from the other dominion 
which is claimed in that boastful song, "Britannia 
rules the waves." 

An ephemeral island has risen ' and subsided 
several times near the same spot. Should " Sa- 
brina," or one of her aseendants, venture again to 
raise her head above water, she will probably be 
claimed by Great Britain as a deserter ; nor is such. 
a claim likely to be disputed, except in the lower 
regions, whence these islands seem to emigrate. 

Widewilt and his successors in various projects, 
forced the river from its natural bed, and such has 
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"been the encroachment of Ricliniond on its passive 
opposite neighbor, that a large rock, formerly on 
the southern margin of the river, to which the 
Manchester anglers could step, with the aid of a 
fence-rail, now shows its rugged head in mid-chan- 
nel. The present margin of the river is not its 
natural one along any portion of the entire length 
of the city ; but the latter may be traced along the 
inner banks of Haxall's canal, of that portion of 
the Jamea River Canal which extends from Haxall's 
to the Dock, and of the north side of the Dock 
throughout its whole length. Many acres of land 
have been made by encroachments on the water, 
embracing a new territory below Haxali's mills, the 
site of the Danville Railroad Depot, that of the 
new tobacco warehouse of Messrs. Mayo, and the 
long extent of embankment betwixt the dock and 
the river on which a street is made and a number 
of buildings erected. In old times the river would 
probably have attempted to repel this encroach- 
ment, but it does not riso in its wrath now as for- 
merly. There is no knowing what it may yet do 
when highly excited. 

The Rock Landing has had a singular succession 
of occupants. "When vessels of some size could no 
longer float there, and when even the oyster boats 
bad to abandon it in favor of a wharf which was 
extended to deeper water, a shot-tower was erected 
on it. Although founded on a rock, it had not 
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attained to its full altitude, when it fell to the 
ground, proving that bad bricka and weak mortar 
were unfit for high pressure, or perhaps tbe rock 
on which it was based may not have been dressed 
to a true level, and the tall structure slid off side- 
wise. The materials served to form a less aspiring 
structure, to use a gentle terra, for a block of 
buildings in the Valley not always in very good 
repute. 

Thus dead to any useful purpose, the Eock 
Landing was buried under the accumulating mass 
of earth and rubbish, which was carted from 
foundations for houses and from less pure sources. 
After many years interment it was exhumed, and 
like some other subjects, whose graves are violated, 
its still firm body was dislocated, and the members 
scattered abroad or used in the erection of a huge 
monument {the gas holders) which cover its grave, 
but a bright and subtle spirit arises from it, which 
serves to enlighten our citizens in the most be- 
nighted times. 

"The Oage" is, I believe, a term peculiar to 
Richmond as applied to the receptacle for offend- 
ers. It originated from a structure so called, 
erected at the north-east end of the market bridge, 
some fifty years ago, when it terminated close to 
the market-house ; its long parapet wail of brick 
was surmounted by a coping of free-stone, which 
extended west to the store now and for many years 
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occupied by Mr, Palmer, ancl an equal length on 
the opposite side of the street. In the rear of 
Mr. P.'s was the first iron foundry in Richmond, 
erected by the Brothers Dunlop. This cage, of 
octagonal form, had open iron gratings on three 
sides, about ten feet above the street, and the floor 
of this open prison was arranged amphitheatri- 
cally, so that each occupant could see, and what 
was worse, be seen from the street. 

Here were encaged, when caught, the un- 
feathered night-hawks that prowl for prey, and 
screeching owls that make night hideous, and' black 
birds, who had floivn from their own nests, to nestle 
elsewhere, like cuckoos; and some birds, both black 
and white, who had no nests at all were brought to 
roost here until that official ornithologist the police 
master should examine into their characters. This 
was a somewhat convenient arrangement to the 
citizen, who on rising in the morning, missed the 
attendant on bis household comforts, and as he 
wont to market had only to look into the cage for 
his flown bird. 

A structure made memorable to future ages by 
the author of Hudibras, stood in rear of the cage. 

You sball n 

But all of wood, by ponerful apell 
Of m.Tgtc, made impregnable : 
There's neither iron bar, nor gate, 
Portcullis, oliaic, aor bolt, nor gi-ate 
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And jet men dnranae there abide, 

In dungeon, scarce three inches wide, 

With roof so low, that under it 

They never etond, but lie or sit ; 

And jet so foul thnt -whoao is in, 

la to the middle-leg in prison ; 

In circle magical confin'd. 

With wall of suTitile air and wind; 

Which none are able to break thorough. 

Until they've freed by the head-borough." 

This mystical prison — the slocks — surmounted 
the wkippinff-post, and was an awful warning to 
the foul birds ; some of whom wero occasionally 
condemned to roosc in the upper part and others 
to become acquainted with the twigs in the lower. 

Another mode of pumshment, derived from the 
mother country, was " whipping at a cart's tail." 
I saw this inflicted, when a child, in Petersburg. 
The culprit on foot, naked to the waist, was tied 
to the rear of a cart, which was driven slowly 
along the street. A constable with a whip walked 
near the miserable offender, and at short intervals 
applied the lash to his bleeding hack. The limits 
of the town were the limit to his punishment. His 
hands were then untied, and he was admonished 
never to repass those limits, under the penalty of a 
similar infliction. 

There was yet another mode of punishment 
adopted in Virginia for offenders of another class, 
viz ; those whose tones were too high and discord- 
ant for the peace and comfort of their neighbors, 
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The implement for inflicting this was called a 
cucldng or ducking stool. The occupancy of it 
■was an exclusive privilege of tlie fail- and gentle 
sex, so called, and never contested by the rougher 
one. It was thus constructed : a post was planted 
in the ground on the margin of a pond or stream ; 
on the top of this post a long pole fixed at its 
centre on a pivot, ivas made to revolve ; at one end 
of the polo a chair was fastened in which the 
privileged party entitled to the seat was placed so 
securely that she could not abdicate it. The pole 
■was then turned so as to bring the incumbent over 
the water and was depressed sufficiently to dip her 
beneath the surface. This plunging bath was 
repeated until the patient was cooled — -externally 
at least. " Common scolds " were thus silenced — 
pro tern. 

This bathing machine fell into distise many 
years ago, whether because the offence ceased to be 
committed, or that instead of an offence it became 
a venial privilege, can be decided by members of 
the Caudle Club. The last revolution of the stool 
recorded in our history, was excited by an old lady 
of literary renown, and of a Eoyal family, who 
exacted black mail for exemption from her scurri- 
lous pen — perhaps this also has become a privilege, 
for scurrility prevails unpunished. The water of 
the Potomac gave ablution to this victim. 

In Fhiiadelphia, a case is recorded of the cuck- 
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ing stool being put in requisition as late as 1824, 
when Nancy Jones was convicted of laeing a 
common (query, uncommon ?) scold and sentenced 
*' to be placeiJ in a certain engine of correction, 
called a cucking or ducking stool and being so 
placed to be plunged three times in the water." 
In 1661-2, it was enacted by " the Grand 
Assembly of Virginia," that there should be 
erected in each county {then seventeen in num- 
ber) a pillory, whipping post, ducking stool and 
stocks', 



BRITISH MERCHANTS ASD COMMERCIAL QUACKS. 

The term "British merchants" is here used not 
in its general acceptation, but as it was formerly 
applied in Virginia to those who had establish- 
ments here and who in fact had the monopoly of 
trade in most of the Southern States. Far be it 
from me to impugn the integrity and liberality of 
so truly noble a class as the British merchants, or 
to reflect on any nationalities, classes or sects. 

On another page it is stated that supplies of 
goods were imported into Virginia previous to and 
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for a score of years after the Revolution chiefly by 
English, Scotch and Irish merchants. The princi- 
pals of these mercantile houses resided in Great 
Britain and junior partners conducted the business 
in Virginia. Some of these concerns branched out 
like polypi to the villages and court-houses, and 
some of them also lilie polypi consumed the sub- 
stance of all that came within their grasp. There 
•were, however, many honorable exceptions to this 
rule. 

It was said to have been one of the stipulations 
between the principals of those houses and the 
young men they sent to Virginia aa clerics, that 
they were not to marry in Virginia. They came 
with the prospect of being admitted as partners in 
some branch of the central establishment, and it 
might weaken the sordid attachment to their pa- 
trons if they formed one of a purer and tenderer 
nature to the fair daughters of their customers. 
They might make less stringent bargains, or be 
more indulgent in requiring payments ; or perhaps 
their friends in Scotland had conscientious scru- 
ples, imagining that the only wives they could find 
in Virginia were Indians or negroes, and that they 
were thus saving their proteges from the embrace 
of the Heathen. This might well have been their 
mistake, for it is hut recently that a Scotch gentle- 
man carried his fair and beautiful wife on a visit 
to his relations in a remote part of Scotland, and 
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their first exclamation on seeing her was, "Gude 
save us, ahe is white !" 

This monkish system tended to prevent tliat 
social intercourse between merchant and planter 
■which the hospitable disposition of the latter would 
have encouraged, and this exclusion of the former 
from good society and from the benign influence of 
virtuous woman led to low habits and to intempe- 
rance, to which many of them became victims. 

With a moderate share of prudence and indus- 
try, the acquisition of a fortune was almost certain. 
Competition did not interfere to reduce the profit 
on goods below forty or fifty per cent., nor to raise 
the price of tobacco, which was generally taken in 
payment, above sixteen shillings and eight pence 
($2.78) or eighteen shillings ($3) per hundred 
pounds, and at that time the salo of no tobacco 
other than good leaf or stemmed was permitted — 
such as was not merchantable, if presented for 
inspection, was burned. Previous to the Revolu- 
tion a convention of the (Virginia) British mer- 
chants was semi-annually held at Williamsburg, 
when the prices they would allow for tobacco was 
fixed for the ensuing year, after the crops wore 
pretty well ascertained. This was trading on a 
safe basis, as the partners abroad could control 
the prices there in a great degree. Those planters 
who lived extravagantly were apt to fall in debt 
to their merchants and would give bonds, renewed 
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from year to year with interest added, untii a 
mortgage or deed of trust ensued, and thus aomo 
fine estates changed hands from planter to merchant. 

Loans were also made to the planters which 
■were apt to prove ruinous to the horrowers. 
One mode of evading the usury law was by buying 
from the planter a bill of exchange drawn by him 
on some person or thing in London, at a very low 
rate of exchange, which bill would of course be 
protested and returned, subject to damages, and to 
a refund at the current rate of exchange, thus 
involving a loss of twenty-five per cent, or more 
for six or eight months' use of the money. 

An instance is recorded of a loan being made to 
a gentleman at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum, 
on condition that he wouM draw a bill for the 
amount on London where he had no funds, which 
would incur 10 per cent, damages, on being 
returned protested. He drew -on a London firm 
with whom he had no correspondence, but hia 
respectability was known hj them, and confiding in 
his integrity, and moreover expecting that he 
intended to make them the consignees of his to- 
bacco, they accepted and paid his bill. The lender 
was sorely disappointed and complained that the 
gentleman had sold him a good biU instead of a 
bad one, viewing it as a breach of faith. The 
faith of the London house was no doubt rewarded. 

I have heard that such bills had been drawn on 
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"the pump at Aldgate," and that on one occasion, 
when tho planter was at a loss for a name to .draw 
on, the pious merchant suggested " the Bishop of 
London," -which was adopted. When the bill 
was presented to his reverence he was much sur- 
prised, but thinking there must be some good 
ground for it, he consulted a friend as to the 
course to be pursued, stating that he did not know 
the drawer, nor any cause for such a bill, and 
wished to be advised how to act. A protest was of 
course the result and no grace was given to the 
gra,OGless parties. 

This system of evading- the usury law gave rise 
to an enactment by the Legislature of Virginia, 
requiring that after the sum in sterling on the 
face of the bill, it should also express in currency 
the amount actually received for it, and if this -was 
omitted the holder could recover no more pounds 
in currency than were drawn for in sterling. 

The British merchants had drawn the Virginia 
planters so deeply in debt to thom, and tho 
cessation of trade during the Revolution had 
caused such an advance in the price of imported 
goods and so great a depreciation in produce, 
that to save the planters from ruin and to punish 
the merchants for Toryism, the Legislature passed 
an act confiscating British debts and authorizing 
the treasurer to collect them. The effect of this 
was annulled when peace took place. 
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The monopoly of the trade of Virginia, in a 
great degree, was retained by the British mer- 
chants many years after the peace of 1783, but 
adventurers from the Northern and Eastern States 
gradually made good their footing and created com- 
petition, and even some Virginians condescended 
to stand behind the desk or the counter. Some 
of the imported celibates relinquished their vows 
and became engrafted on society, and thus an 
entire change was brought about in our commercial 
system. 

When all our goods were imported directly 
from abroad and our produce exported to Europe, 
we paid dearly for the honor of such direct trade 
and found it to our interest to encourage North- 
ern competition, which increased by alow degrees. 

One of the first bold innovators who dared to 
compete on a large scale with the importers was 
Bartlett StiU. He purchased his goods in the 
Northern cities, priced them in dollars and cents, 
instead of pounds, shillings and pence, and sold 
for cash. His fancy articles were more stylish and 
hia store more showy and briliiant than those of 
the old fogies and he attracted the fashionable 
custom. His deeds were celebrated in rhyme, 
which gave increased notoriety to his establishment. 

His example was soon followed, and "new store" 
was succeeded by "s'EVf new store," which latter 
throve so well that those of the next generation 
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became stock-jobbers, millionaires and bankrupts in 
New York in rapid succession. 

Thus by degrees the purchase of goods in New 
York and Philadelphia became the rule and direct 
importation the exception. Of late years the 
largest portion of our tobacco crop is manufactured 
at home and in that state sold at the North, but 
the quantity eiiipped in leaf direct to Europe is 
usually equal to the demand, now that the West- 
ern States furnish so large a supply to markets 
abroad. 

The system which formerly existed prevented an 
accumulation of commercial capital in Richmond, 
or in any town in Virginia, and thus stinted their 
growth. The profits on trade went in the first 
instance chiefly to the principals in Great Britain, 
and when their Virginia partners had amassed a 
comfortable capital, having no family ties here, 
they would retire to "the old country" as they 
called it, with the capital they had accumulated, 
and this continual drain kept the new country poor. 

Many adventurers from the Northern States, 
after making money here, would return to spend 
or increase it there. It is of late years compara- 
tively, that a large mercantile capital has become 
stable in Virginia. Millions might be counted up 
that were abstracted from Richmond and Peters- 
burg in former days to establish those merchants, 
who had accumulated it here, in London, Liverpool 
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and New Tort, while scarcely any capital came 
from those cities to replace it. 

The foreign trade of Virginia was very extensive 
subsequent to the Revolution and for some years 
after the beginning of the present century. Man- 
chester even imported largely, as did Fredericks- 
burg, Falmouth and Alexandria. The commerce 
of Norfolk was very extensive — especially with 
the West Indies. During the wars that succeeded 
the French Eevolution, her fine harbor was fre- 
quently crowded with vessels of all nations, 
including . ships of war which put in there for sup- 
plies, for repairs or for safety from an enemy of 
superior strength ; the position of the Capes, of 
Hampton Koads and of the Bay rendering it the 
most convenient and desirable harbor along our 
whole coast. Merchant vessels would also resort 
to Hampton Roads in great numbers, in search of 
freight from any of the ports within Chesapeake 
Bay, through the agency of Norfolk merchants 
and they were also large ship owners. Alexandria 
had a considerable West India trade. Such are 
facts. Political economists may investigate the 
cause of the disappearance of most of this trade. 

The old Scotch merchants had known so Httle of 
liberty at homo, either political or social, that few 
of them could appreciate our Republican institu- 
tions, and on returning to the Land of Cakes, they 
were prepared to become dutiful subjects under 
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the comparative despotism that existed there even 
as lato as fifty years ago, as recorded in Lord 
Coofeburn's Memorials of his times.* 

COMMERCIAL QUACKS. 

It was not only to foreign monopoly of our 
trade and the consequent abatvaetion of capital, 
that the tardy growth of the commercial towns 
of Yirgiaia and of the country, consequently, Is 
to be attributed. The action of the legislature 
has always been adverse to the mercantile class, 
inheriting perhaps from their ancestors a preju- 
dice against it. Was increase of revenue re- 
quired, merchants and inhabitants of towns were 
taxed far higher than agriculturists. The exac- 
tions for licenses to sell, per centage on sales, tax 
on insurance, &c., are greater than in any com- 
munity that has thriven ; besides which, antiquated 
and useless regulations and restrictions were, and 
still are retained and even new ones introduced, 
which are clogs on trade, and cannot hut re-act, 
though imperceptibly, on the agricultural interest, 
for the benefit only of a few office-holders or sine- 
carists, and of the political patronage of appoint- 
ment; qualification for the duties required being 
overlooked. When the present Constitution was 
formed, equality of tiixation was to be one of its 

* The subsequent pact of thia ekapter was written in 1857. 
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features, but a keen member contrived to intro- 
duce, at a favorable moment, a special exception 
for licenses, whicb would enable the legislature to 
tax merchants higher than planters, 

But while the most onerous burthens are laid 
on commerce, and useless obstructions placed in 
her track, there is professed at the same time a 
great desire to promote her interests, to open for 
her new channels, " to encourage direct trade, 
and render ourselves independent of the North." 
Such is the slang — and slang is the appropriate 
word, where actions contradict professions. If 
commerce were rid of the practices, maugre the 
professions of politicians, and left to take care of 
herself, she would probably thrive much better, 
and so would all the interests connected with her, 
which she is constantly accused of oppressing. 
She could dispense with the assemblages of dry- 
nurses, who meet at stated periods in various 
Southern cities, each trying to concoct pap for 
her own babe, and some of them seeking to 
nourish foreign bantlings on Southern pap, but 
contending whether Virginia, Carolina or Georgia 
shall be the foster-mother and obtain the remnne- 
ration. A member of such a convention, and also 
of the legislature, after listening to and engaging 
in discussions on free trade, in the African church, 
and suggesting impracticable plans to promote it, 
will the next moment, in the legislative body, aid 
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in framing laws which would counteract such plans, 
Tvere they practicable. These " Oomniercial Con- 
ventions," as they are called, composed more of 
planters, lawyers and politicians than of mer- 
chants, assemble to discuss subjects of which few 
of them have any practical knowledge. They 
would regulate not only our own trade, but that 
of Europe, and dictate to the nations there, how 
they should relinquish one of their moat impor- 
tant sources of revenue, for our benefit. 

If commerce is ever to thrive in Virginia it will 
bo when her shackles are struck off. At present 
free trade is not permitted. Useless inspections 
and costly licenses obstruct it, and among other 
antiquated fetters, usury laws are retained as 
betwixt individuals {perhaps on Scriptural grounds), 
while corporations which have no souls to be d — d, 
and certainly none to be saved, arc in many in- 
stances specially exempted from their operation. 
The consequence of this restriction is, that money 
flows from Virginia to Northern cities where inter- 
est 13 higher, and while we thus contribute to their 
prosperity at the expense of our own, we complain 
that they outstrip us. 

P. S.— April, 1860. The legislature that has 
just adjourned took the first step toward the eman- 
cipation of trade from the trammels that have so 
long obstructed it, by exempting from compulsory 
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inspection, flour shipped to foreign ports in Vir- 
ginia vessels. It is to be hoped that this entering 
wedge wiil bo driven home in a few years, and 
trade be unobstructed. 



CHAPTER III. 

MODERN ANTIQUITIES. 

OUK antiquities are so modern, compared even 
with European '(and they are but mere upatarta 
in comparison with the Egyptian and Asiatic), that 
the term scarcely seems apphcahle in America, 
except with respect to the mounds and ruins dis- 
covered in the West and South-west. 

Among the most respectable in point of ago 
and appearance of which Richmond can boast, is 
the old stone house of one story, on Main street, 
which dates probably A. U. 0. 1. — and what is 
more remarkable has always been in the Eg^ 
family. May it long remain in its primitive and 
respectable condition, or according to the Spanish 
benediction, "may it live a thousand years."* 

A steam corn mill and several other steam 

* The bonediotjon was vain. The melaccl 
" To Eent " appears for the first time on the 
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engines have lately intruded themselves as near 
neighbors to the ancient and honorable stone 
house. These mere upstarts are pulling and 
blowing, and making all sorts of noises in the 
very ears of Mr, Eg^ 's descendants. It is enough 
to arouse the old patriarch from his grave when 
his old mansion is thus besieged — hut if he were 
to corae, he would be astonished by the whistle 
of the locomotive on one hand, and the blowing 
off of a steamboat on the other, by lights in his 
house without oil or candle, by the water of the 
river flowing in his yard, and above all, by por- 
traits of his great-grand children, taken "in no- 
time" without pencil or brush; and when he turned 
from these pictures, painted by sunbeams, and 
looked through the deep casements of his window, 
he would see something like a high clothes-line in 
the street, along which people carry on a conver- 
sation with Boston or New Orleans — things never 
dreamed of in his philosophy. 

On the very summit of the high and steep hill 
north-east of the Eg^ house, stands the old Adams 
Mansion, a cotemporary probably, erected hy the 
ancient proprietor, whose domain was separated by 
Shockoe creek from that of Col. Byrd, the founder 
of Richmond — from whom he purchased it. That 
mansion retains its primitive and picturesque ap- 
pearance, and is kept in fine preservation by its 
present worthy owner, Mr. Loftin Ellett. The 
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old Parish Church of St. John's, wliicli was 
entitled to precedence for its sacred character, if 
not for its age, is preserved in its ancient simple 
architecture, with only the addition of a tower and 
telfry, which rising in pure white among the tall 
trees around it, presents one of the most heautiful 
and conspicuoua ohjects in the many heautiful 
landscapes of which Richmond can boast. 

The Ma-Bonic Sail deserves also to be mentioned 
among the " ancient and honorable " edifices. Its 
proportions are creditable to the architect, as its 
good preservation is to the brethren. 

The oldest public house in Richmond was " the 
Bird in hand," on Main street, at the foot of 
Church hill, lately a ruinous hovel, but now em- 
bellished with a new front of brick-bats,. 

Dickens' eyes might even yet be relieved from 
the glare of new houses, by the sight of some moss- 
covered roofs of old wooden ones, cotempora- 
ries of their neighbor, "the Bird in hand" — 
such as in Fredericksburg, reminded him of home. 

A moro modern, and a splendid house in its 
day, was the City Tavern, erected by Mr. Gait, 
of Williamsburg, and known as Gait's Tavern. 
"Motel" was no more known then than in Meg 
Dod's palmiest days. But the old tavern having 
almost miraculously, as a wooden building, escaped 
conflagration, is now degraded to a workshop: 
The smoke-stack has succeeded the smote-jack. 
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the table is displaced by tte -work-bench, and 
wheels, bands and puUies revolve where minuets, 
reels and congos were danced at a ball given in 
honor of General Washington. * 

A successor to the City Tavern rose on the 
opposite eido of the street, under the title of the 
Union Hotel, hut now called the "United States ;" 
for taverns like rogues change thoir names when 
they lose their characters, and this is a case of 
reformation under new rulers, and frequent changes 
of administration. 

Bowler's Tavern stood where afterwards was 
" the Bell Tavern," named after its Quaker 
founder, and where now stands the City Sotel, 
or of recent aanctification (Query: the appro- 
^priateness!) the "Saint Charles Motel." 

Bowler's was a one story wooden house of an L 
shape, standing on a bank some six feet or more 
above the street, and reached by a flight of steps, 
beneath which ran the gutter — sometimes a mill 
stream in volume. 

On some occasions the river, much moro aspiring 
than of late years, would submerge the street and 
obstruct the approach to the house. An old 
citizen who died some years ago, said that he had 
paddied a canoe into Bowler's tavern — and a living 

* It haa sliared the fate of moat of ita oo temporaries, bar- 
ing bean deatrojed by fire in 1858, wliile in the fnJl exeroiBe of 
an induatrions and usefol old age. 
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one tells me lie haa crossed the street tberc in a 
toat. 

The landlord was a figure to attract notice as a 
living model of departed fashions. His tall and 
burly fonn arrayed in fair-top boots, huff shorte, 
scarlet vest, green coat decked with large gilt 
buttons, a coclsed hat ; hia rubicund face, sur- 
mounted by a carrot- colored wig, to the rear of 
which hung a long and thick queue stilBy enwrap- 
ped in black ribbon, except a short brush of hair 
peeping out at the lower end to show what it con- 
tained. 

This queue oscillated like a pendulum half-way 
down hia back, marking a seetiou of a circle on his 
coat, A worthy and kind old gentleman was Ma- 
jor Bowler, and I have introduced him with no 
feeling of disrespect, but as a fine specimen of the 
fashion in his day. 

In the rear of this tavern, on a steep hill-side, 
now cut down and occupied by livery stables aud 
slave dealers, were the Falling Garden?, extending 
down to Shockoe Creek, and the residence of their 
proprietor, Mr. Loiyndes, a fine type of the Quaker 
in garb and in personal appearance— with his 
broad-brimmed hat, drab suit, the coat of plainest 
cut without a superfluous button, waistcoat in same 
style, both of ample length and breadth, Jknee- 
breeches, gray stockings, and silver knee and shoe 
buckles. Many such figures were then to he seen 
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in our streets ; now not one, though some of the 
Beet remain. 

Just above his residence, and where now stands 
the Odd Fellows' Hall, on Franklin street, there 
stood on a hill nearly as high as is that Hall, two 
small brick buildings, with as much decoration of 
cornice and panel work as could well be displayed. 
These were traditionally {but incorrectly I am told) 
called the Auditor's and Treasurer's offices. They 
were erected by Henry Banks, as wings to a grand 
centre, which was designed to connect them ; but 
some of Mr. B.'s speculations fell to the ground, 
and his palace never rose above it. He had the 
reputation, well-earned, of being a very litigious 
man, and on one occasion, meeting a gentleman of 
his acquaintance on horseback, he accosted him 
and remarked casually, "that horse, Mr. P., is 
very much like one that I had." " 0, Mr. Banks," 
replied Mr. P., at the same time malcing a move- 
ment to dismount, " if you mean to claim the 
horse, do not bring suit, I will relinquish him 
rather than go to law." 

The Treasury was a wooden house, afterwards 
occupied as a dwelling by Mr. James Brown, Jr., 
in the rear of his (now Mr. Webb's) largo store. 
Its security must have rested more on the absence 
of temptation, than on the strength of the build- 
ing. On the summit of the high hill, overlooking 
the Treasury, was the Council Chamhr, which 
5 
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until lately gave name to the hill. Attached to it 
wa3 a piece of ground called tho Cfovemor's Gar- 
den, on tho north-east eide of Rosa street, of which 
more anon. But the plain brick building in which 
"the potent, grave and reverend seignora" of the 
State assembled in the early years of the Com- 
monwealth, has disappeared, as has the sammit of 
the hill on which it stood. Koss street, and Mayo 
and College streets have bored deeply into it, 
exposing to view the impressions of vast beds of 
scallop and other shells, a few shark's teeth, and 
various unmistakable indications, that this lofty 
hill, overlooking tho surrounding country, had once 
been at tho bottom of the now distant ocean. In 
this, if in notiiing else, we may lay claim to high 
antiquity. 

The only other house on Ross street stood 
nearly opposite to the Council Chamber and had 
no claim to antiquity, but it excited admiration by 
the beauty of its elevated position and its Italian 
aspect. A centre building with wings, and a por- 
tico in the rear fronting the river displayed an 
arcade in the entire length of the edifice, command- 
ing an extensive view of the city beneath, of the 
country around, of the river, its islands and its falls 
and its smooth water ; with the sails of vessels 
glancing through the trees in the sinuosities of 
the stream ; of yellow fields of wheat and green 
fields of corn, with a back-ground of forest, all 
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cliaDgiiig their dresB with the changes of the 
seasons; these combined to form an exquisite land- 
scape. The residence here mentioned coated in 
white, embosomed amid tali Lombardy poplars, 
and tho hill-sido terraced as far down as Franklin 
street, presented a charming aspect from the city 
below. The first occupant of this spot that I re- 
member, was James Strange, a Scotch merchant, 
but an American citizen, with a majestic Virginia 
wife. Their son was a conspicuous man in public 
life in North Carolina. Their successor was 
Thomas Gilliat, an English merchant, whose wife 
and her sisters rendered the spot more attractive ; 
one of them has long graced the society of Norfolk. 
The last occupant was Joseph Marx, a merchant of 
German birth, but of pure American feelings ; and 
the attractions though changed, still continued. 
While occupied by him, but during his absence, tho 
whole establishment was consumed by fire. A 
block of brick dwellings now occupies the site 
above, and the Metropohtan Hall, with other build- 
ings and shanties, have supplanted the garden 
below.* The pencil should depict such scenery as 
this, to which the pen is entirely inadequate. 

* A viaw of RLchraonS taken in 1805, ia given as an embel- 
liEhment to Bishop Msitlison's Map of Virginia. In tbEit picture 
this bouse and garden are conapieuons as are the Old Council 
Chamber, Harris' tall honse and varioua other objects recorded 
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The Council Chamlier, and a portion of the 
"beautiful hill on "which it stood, became the pro- 
perty of Col. John Mayo : converted into a dwell- 
ing, it was his occasional city residence, when by 
ivay of variety his family left their country seat, 
north-west of the city, called the Sermitage, which 
was anything but a hermitage in point of seclu- 
sion; for there the reigning belle of the day, aa 
well as other members of the family, attracted 
many visitors, and General Scott proved, by carry- 
ing her off against all competitors, that " none hut 
the brave deserve the fair." 

SellviUe, the beautiful country-seat, named after 
the gentleman who built it, also became, in 181G, 
the property of Co!. John. Mayo at the price of 
131,000 (far below the. cost), and $28,000 for 
fourteen additional acres, and waa thereafter the 
residence of the Mayo family; but both the Her- 
mitage* and Bellville now present a melancholy 
aspect. Time and neglect have preyed on the one, 
and fire on the other, leaving bare walls only to 
mark the spot. 

Another brancb of the Mayo family has occu- 
pied, for nearly a century perhaps, a country-scat 
south-east of the city, called Powhatan, and 
reputed, no doubt correctly, to have been the site 

* The Hermitiige bousB Has burnt in 185T, and part of the 
grounds were purchased in 1859, by tlio Agricultural Sooietj, 
as ail eligible spot on wliioii to hold tlieir fairs. 
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of a royal residence of the king wliose name it 
bears; but it was not the scene of Pocahontas's 
romantic rescue of Captain Smith. 

The Conncil-chamber residcBce was particularly 
convenient to Colonel Mayo, for with a spy-glasa 
he could see from thence all that was passing on 
his bridge, a structure which — like the Pyramids of 
Egypt, each the work of the life-time of the Pha- 
raoh who was to occupy it — kept the Colonel 
employed from the prime of youth to a ripe old 
age, and left a similar occupation to his successor. 

The first Capitol in Richmond occupied a very 
humble site below this hill, and the homeliness of 
the building was adapted to its locality; but it may 
be questioned whether, in that mere wooden barn, 
more high talent, more political wisdom, and more 
polished gentility, were not assembled, than have 
been since in the marred copy of a beautiful 
Grecian temple, which, in its coat of shabby stucco, 
crowns the commanding summit of Capitol hill. 

The Old Capitol, as it was called till it was 
demolished, was on Fourteenth (or modern Pearl) 
street, below Exchange alley, where Mr. Pry has 
erected some fine stores. The house was a plain 
one-story building, originally of small dimensions. 
From halls of legislation it was converted into 
counting rooms, — bills of exchange were drawn in 
place of legislative bills — bargain and sale super- 
seded motions and enactments — for I dare be 
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sworn that bargain und sale never polluted those 
Ilalls when occupieii bj tho Fathers of the Repub- 
lic, and I hope it cannot be truly charged on their 
Buccesaora. It is lamentable that the same cannot 
te predicated of the splendid Halls for all pur- 
poses at the aeat of the federal Government, 
There corruption stalks abroad in open day, and 
finds open doors and open hands to welcotae her 
haseness and partake of her bounty, portending 
ruin to the republic. 

An English firm, Donald & Burton, occupied the 
old Capitol, as did their successors, carrying on a 
very extensive business. The name of the last 
one, James Brown, being common to several other 
residents, caused the soubriquet of " Old Capitol 
Brown " to be applied to him, while others were 
variously distinguished. The last survivor of these 
synonymea still retains the designation of Junior, 
though he has nearly reached four score, and I 
hope his juniority will continue for many years 
more.* With him I will cbse this chapter of 
Modern Antiquities. 

* This worthy gentleman died in bis 7Bth year, Junnavy 3d, 
185S, in consequenoo of aa injury rooeifeil from a locomotive 
engine, Trhile eroseing tho side-walk of Bioail sti-eet. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



MAIN STREET. 



The earliest impKession on my mind of the ap- 
pearance of the Main street, (and it waa the only 
one on which the huildings were not " few and far 
between,") ia that the houses were of wood, and 
generally of one or two stories in height. On the' 
west of Shockoe creek two of these yet remain. 
One ia a few doors below the spot where Bo^fler'a, 
the Bell, the City, and St. Charles, have succes- 
sively offered their accommodations to travellers; 
a small two story house, for many years past a 
tinner's shop, but very many years previously the 
property of the worthy " Minton Collins, seeds- 
man," who showed his gratitude by bestowing it 
on the daughters of his hospitable friend Mr, 
Wisehara, The other wooden structure, which 
has escaped demolition — though time has nearly 
effected it — is the house at the corner of Main 
and ^Fourteenth or Pearl streets, and this, like 
some folks, artfully conceals its natural complexion 
and its antiquity, under an artificial exterior, a 
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coiit of plaster and paint, though it is sometimes 
betrayed by the laths. * 

The, Brick Row, thus distinguished of old for 
its exclusiyeness, commenced at this S'pot, and ex- 
tended up to ffhat was Oravjford's Corner, now the 
Dispatch office, corner of 13th street ; where the 
same cannon has stood guard against the assaults 
of drays and wagons at least sixty years. The 
square diagonally above the old gun was, I think, 
the next that could boast of brick fronts, and 
these, where not replaced by now ones, now show 
marks of antiquity. The opposite square was the 
third to obtain such distinction, and its most con- 
spicuous edifice was the JEagle Tavern. Pursuing 
an angular course from the upper corner of the 
Eagle Square, as it is still called, though the oaglo 
has flown, wo see the last of the brick rows that 
stood, at the beginning of the present century, on 



* Half of this ancient edifice disappeared soon after it was 
recorded in theao pages, and one of brick rose on the site, 
mounted on woodon atilta, between the legs of which a splomliil 
display of jewelry shone through ]arge windows of plate glass. 
But the nioet marked and to us noTcl disdnotion which this 
oorner hoaso presents, is "the Town Clock," for such name it 
merits, being the oolj public time-piece in the city that informs 
tho eye and ear of tie progresa of time. 

The State time-keeper retains its pristine simplieity after 
half a century's constant nse. It is the only clock whose hand 
is one of flesh and blood, and which, without showing its face, 
strikes the hour all the year round, unless the operator should 
happen to he wound up instead of the prompting time-piece, 
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Main, between 11th and 12tli streets, and that row 
has risen a story, by an Irish process of deprea- 
aion; the street having been cut down until the 
cellars were brought to light and converted into 
shops. The only four story house in the city waa 
'^Harris's building," at the upper corner of the 
square, and this grew up, or rather down, to be of 
five stories, when its elevation (like Cardinal Wol- 
sey's) caused its downfall; it had aspired above 
the reach of its protectors, the fire engines, even 
aided by the great Fire King, Sewall Osgood, and 
it expired in a blaze, not more glorious than the 
cardinal's, though like him, resigned to its fate, i. e., 
if as well insured in "The Mutual," as the car- 
dinal was in the monastery. Seawoli Osgood shall 
also go down to posterity if I can carry him there- 
He was more useful to the city than o host of 
loud-mouthed, pot-house politicians, and served it 
by a fluency and a use of liquids different from 
theirs. Osgood was a Yankee blacksmith, and a 
most prompt and efficient fireman. With the ac- 
tivity of a monkey, lie would, in an instant, be 
perched on the peak of a roof, or wherever the fire 
was hottest and his efforts could be most available. 
But Osgood's talents were adapted to every occa- 
sion. One for example: at the muster of a militia 
company no musician was present. Osgood slung 
the drum over his shoulder, and, with drum-stick 
in his left hand and the flute in his right, he 
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tooted and rub-a-dabljed at the head of the com- 
pany, which marked and kept time as correctly as 
if they had the Armory band before thera. 

Nearly opposite to the present Exchange Bank 
stood a large wooden building, which, in my youth- 
ful days, was Mrs. Q-ilhert's Coffee House; not a 
news-room, but truly what its name imports; and 
here tea, coffee and chocolate were dispensed to 
customers, seated around the fire in winter, or at 
the open windows in summer. In after years, and 
under other occupants, it assumed the name of the 
Umon, and afterwards the Globe Tavern, and it 
closed its career, a few years ago, as an " oyster 
and beef-eteak house, with other refreshments," 
under a skillful mulatto woman, whose canvas 
backs, soras and other delicacies of the season 
attracted many customers. The great Globe is 
"dissolved, leaving not a wreck behind," and the 
splendid store of Kent, Paine & Co., the first 
specimen in Richmond of the Broadway style of 
dry goods palaces, has risen on the spot. 

Main street was then not a smooth road to travel 
either on horseback or on foot. No portion of tho 
carriago-way was paved, and the side-walks only 
tere and there, and with ups and downs. The 
dealers, who wished to entice the ladies to their 
shops (stores, I beg pardon), would present a 
paved entrance ; those who sought rougher cus- 
tomers offered a rough reception, over gravel or 
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cobble stone. Dust in summer was insufferable, 
and in -winter the mutt would bo ankle deep, and in 
some places "up to the hub." By way of making 
crossings, a narrow mound of ashea and cinders 
would be raised across the street, and woe to him 
or her who, on a dark night, deviated from the 
right path. 

A small stream used to flow rather diagonally 
across Main street ; its source was a spring or 
springs flowing from the hill which terminated he- 
low the present Metropolitan HaV, formerly the 
First Presbyterian Church; it passed in a trunk 
through ByrrTs warehouse, and flowed along an 
alley, the entrance of which is now spanned by a 
wide arch at what lately was Mr. Womble's store, 
above Fourteenth street. Its course continued 
openly and boldly across Main street, but was then 
concealed until it emerged in Exchange alley, arid 
flowed along Virginia and across Gary streets to 
the river. Sometimes with its aflluents from the 
gutters, after a rain, it would spread over the en- 
tire surface of Virginia street, and convey to tho 
river a liberal contribution of gravel and mud. 
All these vagaries are now hidden by a culvert, 
concealing, like the under-ground railroad, many 
foul movements.* 



* Thia book certainly prodoced e 
iBTeral ingtinces. On its first ftppoaranoe, ns if to verify jia 
[it, tiie oulveit, 11111011 had lain conoeulcd for fifty years. 
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A somewhat successful attempt was made by the 
roeideiita on Main street, at about the close of the 
last century, to beautify it by planting trees ; and 
Mr. Jefferson's (recently introduced) favorite ex- 
otic, the Lombardy poplar, which was then all the 
rage, was chosen above all the trees of the forest. 
It flourished, as many of its countrymen have on 
our soil, and its towering summits soon aspired to, 
and even overtopped the height of the chimneys; 
but pride must have a fall. The national plant of 
Virginia (unjustly stigmatized as a weed) may 
naturally be supposed to have become jealous of 
the foreign upstart that towered above her near 
her native fields at every homestead, and it is as 
natural to imagine that she induced the insects she 
had nourished to make an attack on the invader, 
and a successful one it proved. The great cater- 
pillars were not recognized by the people as nativo 
tobacco worms, but were stigmatized as poisonous 
foreigners, and as being ungratefully introduced 
and nourished by the exotic themselves had cher- 
ished. The rage now took an opposite course. 
Evidence as strong was adduced against the cater- 
pillars, as of yore against the witches, and the 
decision was equally just and fatal to both. The 
axe was put to the roots of the trees, and scarcely 



caved in, nud disclosed tiio stream, wliioh. should liaro bee 
asliameil to expuao itaelf in so Ultlij a couditiou. 
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one in all the region around survives to show the 
injustice of the sentence. 

Main street did not extend far beyond Harris's 
house (Eleventh street) in habitable guise, in those 
days. Gullies and awamps crossed its path. "Where 
Tan-hark-ltall stood, and Bosher's row stands,* 
were the tan-yards of Bockius and McKechnie. 
A path of tan bark or of boards enabled pedes- 
trians to reach the nearly uninhabited regions 
beyond, but carriages rarely ventured through the 
swamp or up the ascent beyond it. The eaves of 
the houses used by the tanners were not so high as 
the present foot-way. There was a good skating 
pond in winter on the lot on the north aide of the 
street. The family of McKim owned and resided 
on the property where Corinthian Hall and other 
buildings now rear their tall heads, in place of 
the ancient and lowly structures lately removed. 
This portion of the city from J"ifth to Eleventh 
street has undergone great transformations — it was 
originally hills, valleys and even morass ; indeed 
similar inequalities existed everywhere except on 
the summits of the hills. The levelings recently 
made or now in progress north of Marshall street, 
are an illustration of those made south of Grace 
street. Indeed the original and the present sur- 

* This row WOB domoliaheii in 1869, to make room for a 
largo hotel and oiiop oxtcnsivo edifioee — being the 3d edition 
or eroctiou of them, (I860). 
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face of the city may be compared to the contrast 
of the waves in a storm, and their subsidence 
during a calm. 

Quite a rural and romantic spot was the square 
on the north side of Main street, between Sixth 
and Seventh — a steep hill, and a little valley 
shaded with forest trees ; a spring, the water of 
which formed a' pond for fishing and skating — tho 
silence broken only by tho singing of birds, the 
croaking of frogs or the sports of children. 

Now it is one of the noisest spots in the city — 
filled with work-shops, with machinery propelled 
by steam for preparing all sorts of building mate- 
rials in wood, iron, stone or stucco, as are the 



I ought to apologize for pursuing a devious 
course, for I now descend from the upper end of 
Main street to the south-west end of the market 
bridge, where was the parterre of Mens. Didier 
Oolin, Perruquier, extending from his house down 
to the margin of Shockoe creek. Looking over 
the parapet of the bridge, the pedestrian might 
have hia senses regaled with the sight and smell of 
various flowers in their season. The spot on which 
they grew is now covered with brick buildings, but 
the creek, not ' reconciled to the encroachment, 
sometimes rises in its wrath and drives the invaders 
from their watery regions. 

A place of great public resort during many 
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years after about 1810, for politicians, quidnuncs, 
stock-jobbers, and in general those wlio liad noth- 
ing else to do, was Lynch's Coffee House, two 
doors bolow the Globe, which Mr. Lynch had 
vacated. Here all the news, foreign and domestic, 
rumors true or false, scandal and tittle-tattle cen- 
tered, and from hence it was diffused, with in- 
creased vigor at each comer round which it circu- 
lated. Here windy talkers would blow their bel- 
lows, and tedious ones tire their listeners; but here 
also men of note might frequently be listened to, 
and hero Mr. Lynch held his stock auctions. The 
most difficult thing at this reading-room, was a 
quiet perusal of the papers ; but with all its disad- 
vantages, it was an useful placo of resort, where 
a-body could meet a^body ; and it does no credit to 
Richmond, that a reading-room cannot now be well 
sustained; it must be ascribed to the great indus- 
try of its merchants and professional men, who 
have no time to spare. 

At Lynch's during times of political excitement, 
as soon as the papers were obtained from the post 
ofBce, he would open the most important one and 
read the news aloud to the assembled multitude. 
During the war with Great Britain, and when 
General Scott was on the Canadian frontier, he 
read aloud "tho army is in statu quo." " In- 
deed I" said ono of his hearers, " how far is that 
from Montreal?" And on another occasion ho 
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announced " Congress is to be called together 
instanter." "Dear me!" aaid a listener "are 
they afraid to meet in Washington ? " The site of 
Lynch'a Coffee Ilouae and the adjacent buildings, 
was previously that of John Graham's cottage and 
vineyard. 

A ludicrous incident occurred on the Main 
Street near "The Boll," one fine spring morning. 
A horse took fright in the street and rushed into 
the passage of a house, at the rear of which was 
the Btair-way. Terror urged him on, and up he 
went till he reached the front room on the second 
floor. There he became composed, walked round 
the breakfast tabic, and may have helped himself 
to a roll, then to the open window, where he put 
out his head and looked (as idle and ciirious folks 
are apt to do) to see what was passing in the 
street. No fair face that ever looked from that 
window excited such general admiration. 

Whether the aspiring steed took breakfast before 
he took leave, or whether he said neigk to the 
invitation, is not recorded in the Chronicles, but 
after offering his back to the ladies, he did not 
turn it on them, but backed out in courtly fashion. 
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BEOAD BTEEBT. 



Some aixty years ago or more, Broad. street {or 
rather, broad road,) contained few Iiouaea, except 
at its two extremities, which were First and 
Twelfth streets. The trade with Staunton and 
from both sides of the Blue Bidge was carried on 
hj means of large four or six-horse wagons ; and 
as they entered the city at the head of Broad 
street, small dealers established themselves there 
to meet the trade. The name of one of them yet 
remains in the identical spot occupied hy that of 
his grandfather James Bootwright ia the last 
century, on the first house on First street, and 
when he recently died, we then lost " the oldest 
inhabitant." * His cotemporary, Gathwright, at 
the opposite corner, was his friendly rival in trade 
during some thirty or forty years. The wagons 
came laden with flour, butter, hemp, was, tallow, 
flaxseed, lead, feathers, deer and bear skins, furs, 
ginseng, snake-root, &c. ; and I once saw a hunch 

* Tho name of Bootwright, ivhich had held its place orer 
Ihe door longer than any other in the city, was removed in 
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of dried rattleanalces, -which I was told were useful 
to mako viper broth for consumptive patients. 
Kattlesnakea seem to have been considered a deli- 
cacy, even amongst the higher classes, in olden 
times ; for Col. Byrd, in his " Journal to the Land 
of Eden," (on Eoanoke river,) says : "We killed 
two very large rattlesnakes, of fifteen and twelve 
rattles ; they wero both fat, but nobody would be 
persuaded to carry them to our quarters, although 
they would have added much to the luxury of 
our supper." Aa they had venison and wild tur- 
key, they could not have been in a starving con- 
dition. 

A portion of the wagoners traded on Broad 
street, but by far the larger number, and espe- 
cially of those who brought loads from country 
merchants, drove down town. That trade was 
chiefly in the hands of four or five city merchants; 
and the fleets of wagons that would assemble, in 
brisk times, near their stores, looked like the bag- 
gage train of a small army. Many of the wagons, 
however, came by another road, through the 
Southern Valley, from Abingdon, and that region 
was even then a wealthy one, from its mineral and 
agricultural products. As specie only circulated 
in that remote country, one of the expedienta 
resorted to by the merchants there to make remit- 
tances to Richmond, was, to place a bag of gold or 
silver in the centre of a cask of melted wax or 
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tallow, or to conceal tlio silver ■\vithin a large bale 
of hemp. 

Such a journey, over such roads as were then 
trayelled, was a work of time and toil. Almost a 
month then, for what is accomplished in ono or two 
days now, from the Salt Works in Wjthe (now 
Washington) county, to Richmond. 

To reach Broad street from Main street, was 
almost aa difficult a task as the ascent of a small 
mountain. Thirteenth, or Governor street, was 
at the same base then as now, but the pre- 
sent (reduced) height of the Governor's grounds, on 
that street, indicate its former ascent, which was 
furrowed with gullies. The only other route 
was across the Capitol square, diagonally from 
Eleventh to Ninth street, near where St. Paul's 
Church now stands. This road, as well as the 
other, was usually washed into gullies hy every 
hard rain, and the stiff red clay would sometimes 
form almost a compact mass between the spokes of 
wagon wheels. 

A most dilapidated old wooden house on Broad 
street, west of Sixth, or a portion of it, is now 
(1856) in course of demolition. It has long been 
an eye-sore to passengers. Of late years the upper 
part has been the nestling place of families of the 
^plebeian class of free negroes (for they have their 
grades,) and the class of the occupants was obvious 
at the windows, which were decorated, and also 
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protected against the intrusion of light and air, by 
old hats and bundles of rags. The cellar was also 
sometimes a receptacle for rags, besides old iron, 
broken glass, and other commodities, destined, ia 
regenerated forms, possibly, to aid in the decora- 
tion of a paJace, Between these upper and lower 
regions, (the one not tenanted by angels nor the 
other by devils,) was the ground floor, on which 
were shops for the sale of old raiment for the outer 
man, some of it almost fit for the window blinds of 
the upper or the rag-bags of the lower tenants; 
and, for the comfort of the inner man was pre- 
sented a cheap repast of cow-heel, tripo, and 
hoe-cake, or a refreshing dram, whose spirit was 
not betrayed by its color. To complete the conye- 
niences of this bazaar, there was a receptacle for 
dilapidated furniture — tables and chairs, scarcely 
able to stand on their own legs, much less to sus- 
tain the dishes that were to be served, or the 
guests that were to be seated on them — cradles 
without rockers, and bedsteads already occupied. 
This descriptitto applies, however, to only two- 
thirds of the extensive premises — the other third 
may perhaps be a dower right, and, consequently, 
if a lady's property, much better cared for. 
Whilst the rest of the ancient edifice has been the 
victim first of disgrace, and now of demolition, the 
remaining portion seems to be occupied as a thriv- 
ing shop for the sale of all sorts of commoditiea for 
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daily use and consumption. Its neat block cornico 
and ancient front only require a coat of paint to 
restore its good looks — like some other faded 
antic[mties.* The gutter in front was sometimes 
enlivened by the prattle of ragged and dirty and 
happy children, who were busily employed in 
making dirt pi6s, and baking them in dirt ovens, 
moulded on their bare feet ; ivhile a few chickens 
pecked and scratched on the unpaved sidewalk, 
unless frightened off by a hungry dog, who en- 
vied them the invisible repast, which they seemed 
to enjoy. 

My first recollection of this populous habitation, 
was when the sign of Richard's Tavern swung 
before the door ; the portico occupied by inveterate 
tobacco chewers, who kept the footway well 
sprinkled for some yards before them, but this was 
in the middle age of the ancient structure, which 
was probably coeval with the survey of the street 
on which it stood, near the entrance of the town 
and on the great highway to it of the "outer in- 
habitants," aa Col. Byrd designated the people of 
the. upper country. It was originally, no doubt, 
the principal "house of entertainment" for those 
outsiders. The dusty or more generally miry 

* The tiut was takec end the paint npplieil, but tlio spirit of 
improvement haa now gone further, and tlie last romnaut of 
Kichard's tarern and a row of adjoining old lioaaes are razed. 
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Street in front of it, waa made lively hj tlio fleets 
of wagons from the Blue Bidge, and vocal with 
the jingling of the peals of bells, attached to the 
harnesB of the stout horses, who seemed proud 
of the muaic, as well as of the bear-akin mantiUaa 
which protected their withers, of the rosettes of 
rod and yellow galoon which decorated their 
hridlea, and of the same gaudy materiala with 
which their plaited tails were tied — when not in fly 
time. 

Now-a-days, we occasionally see one of these 
mountain ships ; hut the muddy road they toiled 
through in former days, is now traversed by 
the iron horse, and his piercing screams have 
silenced the grateful neighings of bis noble prede- 
cessor. 

In the early days of the house last described, 
Main street was not practicable west of Eleventh, 
nor was Ninth street a highway, or rather, it was 
a Jdffh way, not to be ascended to Broad street by 
wheels. The formation of Broad street across the 
valley is in the memory of many of my readers, if 
many I shall have ; formerly it was practicable 
only to goats, which were then numerous, but it is 
now being built up with wooden houses, there 
being no foundation for brick ones. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE CAPITOL AND THE 6 



The Capitol Square was originally as rugged a 
piece of ground as many of our hill-sides in tlie 
country exhibit, after a ruinous courao of cultiva- 
tion. Deep ravines furrowed it on either side, and 
May and Jamestown weeds decorated and per- 
fumed it in undisturbed luxuriance. On either 
side of the capitol was a long horse-rack, for the 
convenience of the public and to diversify the odor. 
In front of the portico stood an unpainted wooden 
belfry, somewhat resembling the dairies we see at 
good farm-houses. The portico might then bo 
reached by a narrow, winding stone stairway, now 
closed, which gave to the goats and kids, who 
sported in numbers about the grounds, a convenient 
access to the portico, where they found shelter in 
wet weather. A few of the original forest trees, 
oaks and pines, which had escaped the barbarous 
refinement of clearing away native growths to be 
supplanted by exotics, constituted the only rehef 
to the dismal aspect of the grounds, except a few 
chinquepin bushes, which served to prick the fin- 
gers of boys in due season, and a copions and 
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luxuriant groivtli of thistles, ■whose down, in a good 
breeze, resembled a snow storm. 

Between the Governor's house and the Capitol 
was a high stone wall, near the line of the street, 
built to close the upper end of an immense ravine 
(now a shady dell), and over this wall, after a 
heavy fall of rain, flowed a great body of water, 
forming a fine rose-tinted cascade. 

The Guard-house and belfry, now rather dis- 
figuring the square, was preceded by a much uglier 
edifice: a. shabby, old second-hand wooden house, 
occupied as barracks by the Public Guard, under 
the command of Captain Quarrier. The grounds 
immediately around it were bedecked with the 
shirts of the soldiers and the chemises of their 
wives, which flaunted on clothes-lines, and pigs, 
poultry and children enlivened the scene. 

The Capitol itself , not then stuccoed, exposed its 
bare brick walls between the columns or pilasters. 
The roof was once fiat, if I mistake not, and paved 
with tilea, and, like Noah's Ark, " was pitched 
without, with pitch." But as a hot sun caused the 
pitch to fiow down the gutters, and the rains to 
enter the halls, an elevated roof was substituted. 
In process of time, the attic thus formed was con- 
verted into an arsenal, the building and the fire- 
arms being perhaps considered fire-proof, or the 
risk not considered at all. Even at this day, a 
most valuable deposit, the iState Lihrarif, ia at risk 
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in the combustible upper part of the Capitol, and 
the inestimable statue of Washington, by Ifoudon, 
may one day be destroyed, as was OanoTa's^len- 
did one at Raleigh, N, 0. A handsome fire-proof 
building should be erected for the preservation of 
both, and of other objects of value.* 

The Q-ovemor's Mouse preceding the present 
one, was a very plain wooden building of two 
Btories, with only two moderate sized rooms on the 
first floor. It was for many years cnconacious of 
paint, and the furniture was in keeping with the 
republican simplicity of the edifice, and of its 
occupants, from Henry and Jefferson down to 
Monroe and Pago. The palings around the yard 
were usually in a dilapidated condition, and the 
goats that sported on the eteep hill-sides of the 
Capitol Square, claimed and exercised the liberty 
of grazing on his Excellency's grounds. 

The cows are now endeavoring to establish a 
similar claim to the grass and onions on the public 
square in the very face of the sentry. f 

* Govemor Wise has followed up this suggestion and wisely 
recommended tlie election of luoli an eJifii,L (1H57J but to no 
purpose. 

f Since writing the atoye, posts have been plantod at each 
gate, about tweWe mtliea apart, whicli, while they exclude tho 
cows, may also practically eiolade fashionable lalies from tlie 
Capitol Sq.uare, now that the Eugime hoops have become ia 
Togue, and are idopted in li scrim imtely by those wh) have or 
La^e not the sama motiYO that induced the Empicas to Intro- 
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The old residence of the GoTernors of Virginia 
might usually have boasted that, if it had in itself 
no claims to distinction, ita occupants had many. 

Two articles of furniture of the colonial times 
are extant in the Capitol, namely : the Speaker's 
chair of the House of Burgesses, originally deco- 
rated with the royal arms ; this was removed from 
"Williamsburg, and is now, though shorn of its regal 
emblems, occupied hy the Speaker of the House 
of Delegates : — and secondly, the tall stove which 
■warmed those colonial and independent halla, in 
succession, for about sixty years, and for the last 
twenty-five hag served to warm the central hall, in 
which stands Houdon's statue of Washington. 
This stove, a work of note, bears the old Virginia 
colonial arms and other embellishments in relief, 
and they remain perfect, being as indestructible as 
the structure they decorate, for the stove is truly a 
structure of three stories. 

The founder of it, Buzaglo, was proud of his 
work, and when it was shipped from London, he 
thus writes to " My Lord," (Botetourt,) dated 
August 15th, 1T70: " TJte elegance of worJcman- 
ship does honour to Great Britain. It excels in 
grandeur anything ever seen of the hind, and is a 
vtaster-piece not to be equalled in all Europe. It 

dvice them. It is impractioabie for a fashionable hoop, without 
considerable coaxing, to pass between the barriora wbioh arc 
placed to obatiuct the entrance of the cows. 1S5Q. 
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has met with general applause, and could not be 
sufficiently admired" I ! ! The reader ia advised to 
draw a long breath, and pause awhile, till hia admi- 
ration subsides. 

This *' warming machine," as Buzaglo called it, 
this mastcr-pieco of art and science, doomed to 
carry hia name to posterity, was presented to the 
House of Burgesses by the Duke of Beaufort. It 
has survived three British monarchs, and been 
eotemporaneous with three kingly monarehiea, two 
republics and two imperial governments in 
!B"rance — but of only one constellation of repub- 
lics in the United States,~I hope and trust " one 
and indivisible, now and forever!" 

The grounds of the Capitol Square were origi- 
nally laid out by Mens. Godefroi, a French gen- 
tleman of skill and taste, according to the formal 
stylo, where 



He certainly reduced chaos to order, and made the 
grounds very handsome, and wonderfully uniform, 
considering their original irregularity. But now 
"half the terrace" does not "reflect the other;" 
The west side has been modernized according to an 
irregular plan, adapted to it by Mr. Notman, of 
Philadelphia. Some dozen flights of stone stops 
i with ; the straight lines of trees are 
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being gradually thrown into disorder. But the 
east aide, lite a prim old maid, retains its formality 
for the present, and serves to show tho contrast 
between the formal and the picturesque stylos.* 
But the great and striking embellishment of the 
square will he the WasMngton Monument,'\ now 
ready for the erection of the statuary on their 
pedestals. 

The succeeding generation will have no idea 
of the original surface of Richmond, from that 
which will be presented to their view. Besides 
the changes noted elsewhere, there existed a few 
years ago a complete harrier to the progress of 
man and horse, north of Leigh street from ^Fourth 
to ^Fourteenth, by the intervention of a deep 
ravine, whieh has now (1860) been filled np on 
I'ourth and Eifth, and is being filled on the higher 
numbers. Another ravine cut off the communica- 
tion between Clay and Leigh streets from Sixth to 
Fourteenth or further. The intercourse is now 
opened on Sixth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth, and 
a stack or chimney (for water, not fire), about 100 
feet high, is now being erected on Tenth, down 
which the water will flow from Clay and from 
Leigh streets, when the chasm between them shall 

* The east side has aUo been changed ami beautified. 
t The inooniparabie equestrian atatue of Washington, by 
Crawford, was erected and inaugurated February 22d, 1858. 
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be filled. Marshall street, a few years ago, was 
closed at Twelfth by a profound ravine, which ia 
now overcome aa far as College street — but the 
heaviest work yet executed, has been the present 
easy connection of Shockoe hill with Church hill 
along the line of Broad street, wbich seemed almost 
impracticable. The extension of Franklin street 
from Fourteenth to Seventeenth along precipices 
and deep gullies is another strong case. It would 
be wearisome, if not so already, to describe tho 
changes south of Broad street. In a word, the 
city waa all hills, valleys and deep ravines, and had 
a moat forbidding aspect. This page ia written for 
readers in Richmond in 1900. 

In the days of my boyhood springs of cool 
water flowed from various spots at the base of 
Shockoe hill, along its whole extent from Piftb to 
Fourteenth streets, and the number of them waa 
considerable, aa was their utility. It is but a fow 
years ago that one which discharged itself on 
Thirteenth street, below the Governor's house, was 
condemned to flow under tbe pavement into the 
culvert; one of tho two in the Capitol Square ia 
permitted to discharge its waters near the Court 
house, far from the spot where tbcy formerly rose. 
Its brother on the west side of the Capitol was 
condemned a few years ago and buried alive. On 
almost every square {west of the Capitol) that 
sloped to the foot of the bill there was a spring — ■ 
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Hay's, Blair's, Dobio's, Graliam's and Hay's again. 
They all continue to flow in obscurity, no doubt, 
but the kindness of Nature in bestowing them on 
thirsty man and beast, and on the arid earth, is no 
longer estimated — like benefactors whose gifts are 
forgotten, when no longer enjoyed. 

BLACK COCKADES AND TRI-COIORED. 

I have a faint recollection of seeing cockades 
mounted in the bats of many gentlemen, toward 
the close of Washington's administration. 

A black rosette denoted the attachment of the 
wearer to the policy of Washington ; that of strict 
neutrality toward England and France, when the 
latter violated our nationality by fitting out priva- 
teers from our ports and sending prizes into them ; 
and when the former had very unwisely espoused the 
cause of her old enemies, the dethroned Bourbons. 

The partisans of France decorated their hats 
with the tri-color (as if they had no nationality 
of their own), sung Oa Ira and Oarmagnole, and 
accused their opponents of being monarchists or 
aristocrats, because they did not rejoice with them 
and make bonfires, when Louia and Maria Antoi- 
nette were guillotined, and because they sup- 
ported Washington when he no longer recognized 
the French minister and consuls, who had violated 
our laws ; as another minister and other consuls of 
another power have done more recently. 
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Such was, if I am correct, the origin of the 
opprobrious epithet " Black Cockade Federal- 
ist," applied by their political opponenta, in after 
years, to those who had been the advocatea of law 
and national rights and the supporters of Wash- 
ington. 

It may be asked, why is thia subject introduced 
in a volume on Richmond? The reply is that 
Richmond was one of the strongholds of Federal- 
ism, and black cockades were the prevailing fash- 
ion, and when the emblem disappeared, the prin- 
ciples remained unchanged through more than one 
generation. 



CHAPTER VII.* 

OLD RESIDENCES AHB THEIR OCCUPANTS. 

When Shochoe Mil began to change its aspect 
from fields and forests, to streets and squares, the 

* Kmd reader, if you Lave no local nor personal attachment 
to Rioliinoiid, pardon for the sake of those who hato, a portioa 
of this and the next chapter, -nhici to you may seem mere 
twaddle, but to them, {and for tiem it ia -written,) and to Uieir 
obildrcn it may l>e an interesting record. 

I haTO, howeTer, to relieve the estrem^ dryneaa of some of 
the pagca, ventured to intersperse occasionally an anecdote, 
which thoagh stale to jny old readers, may be froah to tlie 
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larger portion of the latter were held by wealthy 
and by professional gentlemen. The bar of Rich- 
mond toward the close of the last century 
possessed a greater number of members of distin- 
guished talent, than almost any other in the Union, 
and many of them resided on Shockoo hill. 

To each residence, with few exceptions, was 
attached the ground of an entire square of two 
acres, or at least that of half a square. A strong 
contrast to what may now be seen, when the old 
domicile and its appurtenances are supplanted and 
occupied hy twenty or more tenements. If the 
crowding system continues to contract our space, 
we may presently emulate the bee-hive system of 
some parts of Baltimore, where a man can scarcely 
stand with his arms a-kimbo on his front steps, 
without jostling his neighbor, should he happen to 
bo in a similar position. 

Among the oldest and most respectable of the 
occupants of Shockoe hill was the Ambler family, 
of which the Treasurer iTaquelin Ambler was the 
I 1 — otvn e en e yet stands, between 

T m w dBrired from the oolebratfid 

Hg ny LRhJ luelin of Lfv Vendue. Edward 
Joq □ am V j, □ in 637, settleil in Jiimestown, and 

m d a M C y Th aat daughter, Elizateth, mar- 

R li Amb am t from Torkehire, who setlled 

loTkw'iaam h H son Jaquelin, the Treasurer, 

m a E b d g lewis Burwell, and their 

d w h h mentloued. Their son, John 

Am Jamsatown, a largo farm. 
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Marshall and Clay streets, and is occupied hj his 
last surviving son-in-law- 

A letter written by one of the daHghtera of 
Treasurer Ambler, on the removal of the family 
to the new seat of Government at Bichmond, 
giyes a lively description of it in that day : 



" It is iudoed a ycfy lovely situatioa, and may at some future 
perioil be a great city, but it 17111 at preBcnt afford Boarccly 
one comfort of life. 'With, tho esception of two or ttiree fami- 
lioa, the little town, is made up of Scotch factors, who jnliabit 
small teoements hero and there, from the river to the hill, acme 
of them looking, os Col. Marshall obserres, as if the poor 
Caledonians had brought them over on their backs ; tie HEaker 
of -whom -were glad to atop at the foot of the hill, others a little 
stronger, proceeded higher, while a few of the atroiigest and 
boldest reached tho sammit, which once accomplished afforda a 
situation beautiful and picturesque. One of these harfly Scots 
has Uiought proper to vacate his little dwelling on the hill, and 
though our family can aoaroely stand up together in it, my 
father has determined to rent it, as the only decent tenement on 
the hill." 

The house here spoken of stands next to St. 
James' Church on Fifth street, in larger dimen- 
Bions than it originally possessed, in perfect pre- 
servation and neat in appearance. 

The writor is indebted to Bishop Meade's History 
of Old Churches in Virginia for this letter of the 
lady, who was afterwards Mrs. Carrington, and the 
gentleman she speaks of, was afterwards Chief 
Justice Marshall, her brother-in-law. 

Mr. Ambler's daughters were married to gentle- 
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men who built their dwellinga not far from the 
paternal mansion, and a distinguished circle they 
formed. Ohief Justice {then General) Marshall 
is entitled to priority. His residence yet stands 
on the street named in hia honor, the only house 
on that street coeval with the present century, 
except one or two ruinous wooden ones, but the 
grounds have been reduced to a fraction of their 
original extent, and a number of fine dwellings 
have been erected in his former garden, between 
Eighth and Ninth streets. Of Judge Marshall I 
will not presume to say more than that hia per- 
sonal appearance and deportment as a citizen were 
of the most unpretending character — of true 
republican simplicity — but natural, not assumed — 
his dreaa was plain even to negligence, of which he 
seemed unconscious. He marketed for himself, 
and might be seen at an early hour retnrning 
home, with a pair of fowls, or a bastet of eggs in 
his hand, not with ostentatious humility, but for 
mere convenience. His style of travelling to and 
from Raleigh, N". C, about 175 miles each way, to 
preside at the Federal Court held there, was for 
many years, in that primitive sort of vehicle, a 
stick gig (or chair as it was then called), with one 
horse and with no attendant. The modest and 
unassuming simplicity of his character is evinced to 
the last, in the inscription which he directed for 
his tombstone : 
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" John Marshall, son of Thomas and Mary Mar- 
shall, was born the 24th of September, 1755, 
Intermarried with Mary Willis Ambler, the 3d of 
January, 1783. Departed this life the 6th of 
July, 1835." 

During many of the latter years of her life, Mrs. 
Marshall was unable to attend Church; and on 
every Sunday before he went there, Judge Mar- 
shall road the morning service to her. After her 
death, ho continued to perform the same devotion, 
seated in the same chair, near to the one "which she 
had occupieiS, as if her spirit accompanied his to 
the Heavenly Throno. 

When his will was opened there was found 
within its folds an euloguim on his wife, from 
which I am permitted hy one of her neicos to make 
the following extract ; it was written in his own 
band Decemher 25th, 1832 : 

" This day of joy end featmtj to the wHole Cliriatian world is, 
to my Bad heart, the aaoiversarj of the keenest afflictioa "ir)iich 
humanity cfm snstain, While all around is gladness, my inind 
dwells on the silent tomb, and cheriahes the romembranoe of 
the beloved object wiilob it contains. 

'■On the 26th of December, 1831, it was the will of Hearcn to 
tnko to itself the companion who had sweetened the choicest 
part of my life ; had rendered toil a pleasure, bad partoten of 
all my feelings, S,n(l was entbroned ic the inmost rocoea of my 
heart. Never can I cease to feel the loss and to deplore it. 
Grief for ber is too eacred ever to be profaned on this day, 
wbiob shall be, ditriug my existence, marked by a tacoUeotion 
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"On the 3rd of January, 1783, I was united Ijy tlie LoIIest 
bands to the noman I aflored. From tho hour of onr union, to 
that of our separation, 1 never ceased to thank Heaven for this 
ita best gift. Not a moment passed in wliioli I did not consider 
her as a blessing from -whioli the chief happine as of mj lifo waa 
derivei. This nsTor dying santimont, originating in lore, was 
cherished hy a long and close observation of as amiahle and es- 
timable qualities, as eter adorned the female bosom. To a 
person Trhioh in youth was very attractive ; to manners uneom- 
mooly pleasing; she added a fine understanding, and the sweetest 
temper tiliioh can accompany a just and modest sense of what 
was due to herself. Sbe was educated with a profound rcyar- 
enoo for religion, ■which she preserved to her last moments. 
This sentiment, among the earliest and deepest impressions, 
gare a coloring to her ■whole life. Hers was the religion 
taught by the Saviour of man. She was a firm believer in the 
faith inculcated by the Church (Episcopal) in which she was 

"I bave lost berl' and with her, have lost the solaee of my 
lifel Yet she remains still the companion of my retired hours; 
Btill occupies my inmost bosom. When alone, and unemployed, 
my mind still recurs to her. More than a thousand times since 
the 36th of December, 1831, have I repeated to myself the beau- 
tiful lines written by General Burgoyne under a sinular afSlction, 
substituting ' Mary ' for ' Anna : ' 

E pi A g 1 frame, 

A A 1 t 1 y 

T din t ts claim, 

A 1 t k t w y I 

My My w th my M y 3 charms, 

C 1 1 

Wii t w b 11 lill th dowed arms? 

Ab m I y M 7 

Ah m b m my M y's urn ! " 
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Judge MarshaU erected a dwelling immecltately 
opposite to Ilia own, for his eldest son, Thomas, 
who did not long occupy it. He and !ns bi others 
prefeiTed to reside in Fauquier coantj, on farms 
obtained from their father, who bought part of 
the great Fairfax estate there. Thomas, in the 
prime of life and of usefulness as a good citizen, 
was killed in Baltimore by the fall of a brick from 
the walls of the Court-house. 

Col. Edward CarHngton, also a soldier of the 
Revolution, married another of the Mi-^ses Ambler, 
a most excellent lady, a3 was each of her sisters. 
He was a member of the OM Congress in 1785-6. 
The high estimation in which Col. Carrington was 
held fay his personal friend General Washington, 
is shown by his connecting him with Gen. St. Glair 
and Alexander Hamilton, in 1780, in a commission 
to meet commissioners on the part of the enemy 
for settling a general cartel ; by his offering hiua in 
1795 the department of War, and consulting him 
as to persons proposed for other departments, and 
by selecting him to be Quarter- master General, 
■when in 1798 war with France was expected, and 
an organization of officers formed for the crisis. 

Tinder John Adams's administration, Colonel 
Carrington held the office of Commissioner of the 
Revenue of the United States for Virginia; direct 
taxes being then resorted to, in consequence of the 
depredations on our commerce. 
8 
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The very humble edifice, yet standing, shaded 
by an old Catalpa tree, at the north-weet corner 
of Marshall and Eleventh streets, was the office 
of the Commissioner.* His residence, which was 
demolished a few years ago, -wae on the same 
square, fronting on Clay street. Col. Carrington 
was a man of dignified deportment, which was well 
sustained by his tall and massive figure. He was 
a pure patriot, and pure in all the relations of life. 
He died October 28th, 1810, aged 61. 

Daniel Oall, a distinguished lawyer, married 
another of the sisters Ambler, and his residence on 
the square between the Capitol and Broad street, 
was also taken down a few years ago to be substi- 
tuted by Mr. Talcntine's large store. 

Mr. Call was a very tall, thin man, loosely 
jointed, so that when he walked his arms had a 
great swing, and bis head moved from shoulder to 
shoulder ; when he sat, his legs would be twisted 
round each other, and his jaws even seemed to par- 
take of the general relaxation — but not so with his 
mind. His high position at the bar, and at such a 
bar as Richmond possessed, was a sufficient proof 
of the strength of his mental powers. To give a 
little variety to what the reader may find dull, the 
following anecdote may not come amiss : A client 
entered Mr. Call's ofiice, and found him writing. 

» DemoUshetl in June, 1858. 
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He took a seat and told Mr. Call he wanted Ins 
legal advice — (let ua put it in dialogue form) : 

Client — "My father died and made a will." 

Mr. C«ZZ— (Writing steadily) — " You say your 
father died and made a will !" 

OUent — " Yea, sir> my father died and made a 
will." 

Mr. Call — (StilL, ■writing and ^ paying no atten- 
tion) — "Humph." 

OUent — "I say, Mr. Call, my father died and 
made a will." 

Mr. Call — "Very strange!" (writing and not 
noticing the man.) 

Client — (Taking out hia purse and laying a fee 
on the table) — " Mr. Call, I say again, my father 
made a will and died." 

Mr. Call — (All attention) — " 0, now we under- 
stand each other ; your father made a will hefore 
he died. Why didn't you say so at first ? Well, 
now go on, let's hear," 

Gfeorge S'isher married a fourth sister, and he, a 
retired merchant, and one of our oldest citizens, 
was the survivor of all that I have mentioned, 
and the occupant of the patriarchal mansion of 
Treasurer Ambler, on Marshall, between Ninth 
and Tenth streets,* 

* Mr. Flahor dicci on the 25th Maroh, 1857, JQ hia 82cl year. 
The old howestend is sold, and tha grounds around it are 
covered with liandsome liouses, but it still retains its ancient 
air of reepestahility (ISGO). 
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One brother, Major Ambler, had big residence 
on Clay, between Eleventh anil Twelfth streets, 
nearly opposite to Gol. Carrington's, on the brow 
of the bill commanding a splendid landscape, 
where Mrs. Bruco's fine mansion has supplanted 
its ruinous predecessor.* Previous to Major Am- 
bler's occupancy, it was the residence of Lewis 
Burwell, a gentleman of the old school in dress 
and style of living. 

On the western half of the same square Br. 
Broehenhrough built a large house, (now Mr. 
CasMe's,) but not being satisfied with it, he built 
a much more costly one, (now Mr. Crenshaw's,) at 
the natural terminus of Marshall and Twelfth 
streets. Dr. B. was for many years Cashier, and 
for many subsei^uent ones President of the Bank 
of Virginia. He became proprietor of the Warm 
Springs, where he died in 1853. 

On the opposite square resided Judge Philip 
Norborne Nicholas. He married Miss Byrd, a, 
lineal descendant of the founder of E-ichmond. 
The death of her brother. Colonel Francis Otway 
Eyrd, late a resident of Clarke county, is just 
announced (May, 1860.) Ho served under Gen'i 
Scott, in the war of 1812. 

The distinguished jurist and statesman, Benja- 
min Watkins Leigh, lived for some years in this 

* Since the deaili of that excellent lady it lias passeil out of 
the familj (1859). 
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neigliborliood (corner of Clay and Tenth), in 
a house built for Dr. MeClurg, wliosc grand- 
daughter, Miss Wickham, was Mr, L.'s third wife. 
J. M. Gregory, Esq., ia now the occupant. A 
much more stately edifice has arisen near it. 

Mr. Leigli was a politician of unswerving princi- 
ple and of spotless purity. One of a class less rare 
in by-gone than in later days, but not yet entirely 
extinct. Not to be met with, however, in the 
crooked and devious paths which now load to office, 
if not to honor ; and into which so many of all 
parties have strayed from the broad high road of 
disinterested patriotism. 

On the square east of Treasurer Ambler's, was 
the mansion of Col. John Harvie, Register of the 
Land office. He removed to the fine country seat 
Belvidere, built by Col. Byrd, the son of the foun- 
der of Richmond, beyond its western limit, and 
commanding an extensive view of the surrounding 
country. After passing through various hands, 
its last occupants were a number of families of 
iron workers, and thus, " fallen from its high 
estate," it was recently destroyed by fire. 

Burnaby, an English clergyman, who published 
a book of travels a century ago, speaks of Belvi- 
dere as a beautiful seat of Co!. Eyrd in 1759. 

The city residence of Col. Harvie, shaded by 
noble elms, became that of the celebrated lawyer, 
JoJm Wichham, the eloquent, the witty and the 
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graceful. After him, it had many successive occu- 
pants. 

TO A FAIR FRIEND, WHO WAS AMONG THE LATEST 
OP THESE, AND ONE OF THE BRIGHTEST, GENTLEST 
AND FAIKEST THAT HAD GRACED THOSE HALLS, AND 
WHO GRACED EVERY STATION THAT SHE OCCUPIED, 
IN PROSPERITY Oil IN ADVERSITY, IN WHOSE VEINS 
PLOWS (long may IT PLOW) THE BLOOD OP A SISTER 
OF WASHINGTON, THESE PAGES ARE DEDICATED. 

Mr. Wickham sold this residence, and croctod a 
splendid dwelling on the same square. The site of 
the former one is now occupied by the spacious 
edifice of the Baptist Female Institute. 

The writer feels an unaffected difSdenco in 
speaking of distinguished men with whom he had 
little or no intercourse, for there was a lapse of 
twenty-five years, during which he was not a resi- 
dent of Richmond, yet be trusts to be pardoned 
for introducing into his pages something, however 
inadeqiiate, respecting its prominent citizens. 

Mr. Wickham was a gentleman of the most 
filegant and graceful deportment, of the most pol- 
shed and easy manners ; fuH of wit and reparteee, 
and whether at the bar or at the festive board, 
always distinguished — profound as a lawyer, bril- 
liant aa a companion. 

The following passage between him and Mr. 
George Hay, in court, is given as a slight instance 
of his repartee : Mr, Hay was a man of fine per- 
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sonal appearance, of very dignified manners, and 
withal, rather pompous. He also was a lawyer of 
considerable eminence. These two gentlemen were 
employed as joint counsel in an important suit, and 
when it was about to be called Mr. Wickam asked 
Mr. Hay to open the case, which he decHneil to 
do. Mr. W, repeated the request in more urgent 
terms some two or three times, until Mr. H., in 
a somewhat excited manner, said : " Sir, I will not 
be made a catspaw of." "0!" replied Mr. W., 
in the most complaisant manner and gentlest tone, 
"then, I will be the catspaw and you shall be 
the — " He left the last word to inference. 

A son of Col. Harvie, with a higher military 
title, and who married a daughter of Judge Mar- 
shall, built on and occupies the square north of the 
Ambler house.* 

On Marshall street, opposite to the Ambler 
square, we now pass the former residence of Ben- 
jamin Botts, a learned member of the bar, who 
was one of the victims of the conflagration at the 
theatre, in 1811. He was the father of John 
Minor JBotts, the conspicuous politician. His local 
but not his immediate successor, was the eminent 
and distinguished lawyer. Chapman Johnson, who 

* This geutlemaa died arace ihe aboye was -written, ami bis 
mansion has beflii Bold anil re-BoId. His daughters occupy 
that of thojr grandfathei. Judge Marshall, who beqneathed it 
to them, (186T) 
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left Staunton for tbe more extensive forensic field 
of Richmond, where most of tho higher courts 
were concentrated, and where there was an ample 
field for the exorcise of his talents ; but incessant 
labors in his profession wore out hie vision and 
indeed weakened bis mental faculties, which were 
exerted to attain a competency, 

" Not for to hide it in li hedge, nor for a train attendant. 
But for the glorious privilege of being independent." 
His form and features bore Nature's impress of 
nobility. His son, Carter Page Johnson, was one of 
the professors in tho Richmond Medical College, 
and was lost in the steamer Arctic, on his return 
from a visit to Europe in 1854, and Carter's brother, 
George Nicolson Johnson, a lawyer of established 
and increasing celebrity, did not long survive him. 

On the same square with Mr. Botts's, stands the 
many-angled house erected by Alexander McKae, 
a lawyer of eminence, but, in the latter part of his 
career. Consul at Paris. 

Mr. MoRae and Mr. McCraw, were both mem- 
liers of the Executive Council under the first and 
best Constitution of Virginia. Rotation in that of- 
fice was then regulated, not by a term of service, 
but by a rule, that in each third year, one of the 
members should be elected out, by a joint vote of 
the Senate and Delegates. The least popular 
member would of course obtain a majority ; this 
ostracising process was termed scratching. 
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W!ien it came to the scratch on one occasion, 
the unsought contest lay between the two gentle- 
men above named, who divided the negative popu- 
larity between them, and when the ballota were 
read, the namea of McRae, McCraw, McCraw, 
McHae came in continued aucceasion. The effect 
waa 80 ludicrous, that a gentleman in the gallery 
wrote the following parody on one of Swift'a coarso 
effuaiona, but not like that, obnoxious to decency, 
running thus — 

" Hurray for MoRae and Hnrrau for MoCraw ! 
Hurraj and Hnrrau for McBae and McCraw 1 
Hurrau for McCraw and Hurray for MoRae '. 
Ilurrau and Hurraj for McCraw and McRae I 
Hurrau for MoRae aad Hurray for McCraw I 
Hurray and Hnrrau for MoRao and McCraw 1 
Hurray for McCraw and Hurrau for McRflO ! 
Hnrrau and Hurray for MeCraw and MoRae ! I " 

At a popular election, Mr. McKae being present 
when Mr. Thomas Taylor voted for the candidate 
whose cause Mr. McRae espoused, he said, " Mr. 
Taylor, that is the first correct vote you ever 
gave." "Perhapa it ia," replied Mr. T. in his 
blandest manner, "for I once gave a vote to you, 
Mr. McRae." 

Mr. McRae was elected to the office of President 
of the Virginia Mutual Assurance Society, which 
he filled for some years, and he sold to that Insti- 
tution his dwelling and its extensive appurtenances. 
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Hg was not a diffident man, and ho waa congratu- 
lated by Mr. Wickham, "on his election to the 
Presidency of the Assurance Company, which' he 
was so well qualified to fill." Mr. McEae was 
subsequently appointed Consul at Paris, which he 
filled several years antil his death. 

Continuing up Marshall street we pass the 
Railway work-shops, where formerly stood the 
residence of G-eorge Piakett, and nearly opposite 
stands that erected by his partner, Robert Pollard 
— the quiet and peaceable gentleman, who offered, 
a little sarcastically, to i-elinquish his horse rather 
than stand a law-suit with Mr. Banks. 

The introduction of Mr. Pickett, reminds me of 
an instance of Yankee cutcness, which I heard him 
relate. A Connecticut trader came to Richmond 
with a cargo of Yankee notions, and in addition to 
the customary medley he had a few casks of fine 
Madeira wine, not then, as now, made at the North. 
In seeking customers for such commodities he 
would of course call on Mr. Pickett; He proffered 
to him a bargain in apples, onions, fish and Hing- 
ham buckets, at all which, particularly the onions 
and fish, Mr. Pickett turned up bis nose. Tho 
trader then mentioned the wine, at which Mr, P. 
rather smacked his lips, and was invited, with some 
other connoisseurs, to test its flavor. It proved 
quite satisfactory and the price was not unreasona- 
ble. Mr. P. who was not dull at bargaining, told 
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the Yankee that he had no money to lay out in 
wine, but he had some Western lands on the Ohio, 
and if tEey would serve for payment, he would 
take a few casks. The Yankee demurred at the 
tarter hut would consider of it, if Mr. P. would 
take the " sarce " and other notions ; which heing 
disdainfully rejected, the chaffering was closed — 
or rather suspended — for soon after, the trader 
called at Mr. P.'s counting room in a careless way, 
and the offer of the lands was repeated and that 
of the onions, &c., urged as a sine qua non. At 
length the Yankee asked to look at the land war- 
rants and surveys, and from among them, selected 
one or more, which he said contained as much land 
as he could take. The prices were after due 
higgling a.grecd on, the barter was made and so 
were the oonveyanees. After the deeds and the 
wines tad heea duly delivered, Mr. Pickett said to 
" the party of the second part," " Now, my friend, 
let me give you a piece of advice, don't again buy 
wild lands unless you havo seen them." The 
Yankee thanked Mr. P. for his advice, and not 
willing to be exceeded in generosity, said he 
" would offer some in return, which was, never to 
sell wiid lands until you have seen them." " Why," 
said Mr. P. " what do you know about the land ? " 
To which the reply was " I have traded on the 
Ohio and looked about the country; examined 
the soil and the advantages of situation, and found 
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out who were the owners of such as I liked best. 
In fact, Mr. Pickett, I came to Richmond to buy 
this tract of land from you. It contains water 
power and other advantages, and I would not part 
with it for five times what it cost me." This land 
was, if I am not misinformed, at the coniluejice of 
the Muskingum and Ohio, and became the site of 
Marietta. 

Robert Pollard's house nearly opposite to Mr. 
Pickett's has for a number of years been the resi- 
dence of Mrs, Young, whose name will appear on 
a subsequent page. The square nest to Mr. Pol- 
lard, and extending to the market, was built on 
and long occupied by Dr. James Lyons, and subse- 
quently by his son of the same name, a conspicu- 
ous citizen. On tbe square west of the market, on 
the north side of Marshall street, there yet stands 
a yellow wooden house in which Peter Tinsley, the 
clerk in whose office Mr. Clay wrote, long resided, 
until he built the dwelling, now Mr. Goddin's, on 
Sixth street. Small houses and small salaries suf- 
ficed for officials in that day. 

I will also mention a curious circumstance I 
heard from Mr. Pollard. A man in Connoetieut 
wrote to Mm, requesting that Mr. P. would address 
a letter to him, stating his wish to buy a certain 
piece of land in the West, for which he would give 
a good price, say $10,000, promising that the oifer 
should not be used to Mr. P.'s injury, nor should 
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lie be considered as committing himself by it. 
The applicant added, that he -wished to use the 
letter to effect a sale ho had in view, and he would 
on any other occasion render a similar service to 
Mr. Pollard ! 

Charles Johnston, afterwards President of tho 
J'armors' Bank in Lynchburg, was a partner with 
Pickett k Pollard, and these gentlemen dealt very 
largely in "Western lands, which may account for 
the two affairs I have mentioned, and for the fol- 
lowing : 

Mr. Johnston, when a very young man, in 1789, 
accompanied a party in an attempt to descend the 
Ohio, They were made prisoners hy the Indians, 
most of them killed, and ho, one of the survivors, 
after dreadful sufferings, and once even at the point 
of being burned at the stake, was, after a long 
march, sold to a humane Frenchman, an Indian 
trader from Detroit, who carried Mr. Johnston 
there, treated him moat kindly and furnished him 
with the means of returning home. Many years 
afterwards Mr. Johnston had the satisfaction of 
welcoming in, Virginia his deliverer, Mr, Dechou- 
quet. A narrative of these events was published 
by Mr. Johnston in 1827, 

The large and respectable old mansion on the 

summit of Gramble's hill, overlooking the Armory, 

and all the country around, was erected, but left 

unfinished, by Col. John Hurvie. Tho house was 

9 
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planned by Mr. Latrobe, the architect of ita neigh- 
bor, the Penitentiary ; the intermediate ground 
embraced Gallows hill, the edifice on which was 
rendered in a great measure useless by the Peni- 
tentiary — with what good efiect this is not the 
place to inquire. One small wooden house, with 
a shed at either end, stood not far ofi^, in which 
service was performed by Baptist preachers, for 
want of a better place of worship. Ita locality 
possessed the advantage of being near the Peni- 
tentiary pond — convenient for immersion — ^for it 
was then pure water. 

But to return from this digression, Col. Harvio 
wished to make some change in Latrobe's plan, to 
which the architect would not accede. They 
parted — the house stood unfinished for some time, 
when it passed into the hands of Colonel Robert 
Gamble, after some previous change of ownership. 
The Colonel finished and occupied it for many 
years, until his death; and after remaining in the 
hands of his descendants for some time, it has 
passed to others repeatedly. 

Col. G-amhle, in advanced years, but still an 
active merchant, and I should add a moat estima- 
ble citizen, was accidentally killed by being thrown 
from his horse. His sons and partners in trade, 
John and Robert, were valuable citizens in both 
civil and military capacities. The former com- 
manded the Light InfanLiy Clues, and the latter 
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the Richmond Troop of Horse, and Trcre in service 
in tlie war of 1812. They ■wore among the first 
adventurers to Florida, after its cession to the 
United States, and among its moat enterprising and 
valuable citizens. John died in 1853, and Eohorfc 
13 yet (1859) an active and energetic man. When 
the Indiana were committing depredations around 
him, he remained unharmed, because he had always 
been kind to them. One of theii- aistera became 
the wife of the diatinguiahed William Wirt, and the 
other of W, H. Cabell, at one time Gfovernor of 
Virginia, and afterwards President of the Court of 
Appeals. 

The extensive grounds around the old manaion 
have been divided and subdivided until but a small 
portion remains attached to it. It is now flanked 
on one side by a Gothic tower, on the very apex of 
the hill ; a distant view of which gives to the hill 
a Rhenish aspect; but in the good old colonel's 
time the visitor at a nearer view would more likely 
be reminded of Madeira, 

The following ludicrous anecdote is related by 
Kennedy in his Life of Wirt, concerning some of 
the personages above named. It occurred in 
1803, when Mr. Wirt was awaiting Gol. Gamble's 
sanction to his marriage with Miss Gamble, his 
second wife :* 



* This lady died at tbo reaidonoa of tef eon-io-ljiir, Alei'r 
Randall, Eaq., in Anntipolia, January 2i, 18Q7, aged 73 years. 
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"Colonel Gnmble had occasion, one evimmer morning, to yisit 
Lis future son-in-law's ofEoo. It unluokity liappened that Wirt 
had the night before, brought some young friends tiere, and 
they had had a merry time of it, whioh bo beguiled the honra, 
that even now, at sunrise, they had not separated. The Colo- 
nel opened the door, little espeoting to find any company there 
at that honv. His eyea fell on the strangest group! There 
stood Wirt with a poker in his right hand, the sheet-iron blower 
on his left arm, wliioli was thrust through the handle ; on his 
head was a tin wash-basin, and as to, the rest of his dress, it 
was hot weatlier, and the hero of this grotesque seene hnd dis- 
pensed with as muoh of his trappings as comfort might require, 
substituting for them a light wrapper, that greatly aided the 
theatrical effect. There he stood, in this whimaioal caparison, 
reciting with greatgestioulatioa Falstafi^'s onset on the tliievcs, 
his back to the door. The opening of it attracted the attention 
of all. We may imagine the queer look of the ansious proba- 
tioner, as Col. Gamble, with grave and mannerly silence, bowed 
and withdrew, closing the door hchind him without the ok- 
chonge of a word." 

The spot fronting the Capitol Square on -which 
tho First Presbyterian Chuveh now stands, was 
formerly occupied by the humble residence of a 
distinguished man and eminent lawyer, Edmund 
Itandolph, He erectetJ and afterwards resided in 
the mansion now Mr. Fry's, between that church 
and the City Hall. The first humblo dwelling was 
removed to a dirty alley on Seventh street, oppo- 
eito the side entrance to the Theatre. Its present 
shabby aspect is scarcely reeoncilahle with the idea 
that it was once the abode of a Secretary of State, 
and afterwards of his son-in-law, also a distin- 
guished lawyer, Bennet Taylor, and of another 
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Bon-in-Iaw, Peter V. Daniel, now (1860) a Judge 
of the (ITederal) Supreme Court. Mr. Randolpli'a 
only son, Peyton, also a lawyer, died in the prime 
of life. It was of his beautiful wife, when Miss 
Wai'd, that the celebrated John Randolph waa 
enamored. 

On the square west of the Capitol, and on part 
of which stands St. Paul's Church, Bushrod Wash- 
ington built a small office, which is yefc standing in 
rear of the church. I will venture to record an 
anecdote which I have heard of this distinguished 
gentleman and his illustrious relative. When prac- 
ticing law in Richmond, in early life (1789), dur- 
ing the presidency of Washington, hia friends 
urged Eushrod Washington to apply for the office 
of district attorney in the United States Court for 
Virginia. 

He wrote to Washington, asking his opinion 
whether it would be worth his while to solicit the 
office, and received a reply in these terms: "Your 
standing at the bar would not justify my nomina- 
tion of you as attorney to the Federal District 
Court, in preference to some of the oldest and 
most esteemed Gfeneral Court lawyers in your own 
State, who are desirous of this appointment." 

Such anti-nepotism was not adopted aa a prece- 
dent hy Washington's successors ; some of whom 
pursued a diametrically opposite course, and seemed 
to consider consanguinity a sufficient qualification 
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for office, ■without any other. Bushrod Washing- 
ton was deemed -worthy by hie uncle's succeeaor to 
fill a much higher station, and was appointed one 
of the Justices of the Supreme Court, He resided 
at Mount Vernon after the death of Washington, 
but removed from Hichinond, I think, prior to that 
event. 

The square on which his office stands was pur- 
chased by George Hay, a lawyer of eminence, 
who became district attorney under Mr. Jefi^erson, 
and who erected the present residence, afterwards 
Judge Stanard's, now Dr. Bealo's, fronting the 
Capitol square. 

Mr. Hay was prosecuting attorney at the trial 
of Aaron Burr, and had to encounter an array of 
talent rarely exceeded at any bar — but he did not 
fight single-handed, though against great odds. 

Mr. Hay's second wife, who became his widow, 
was the daughter of Mr. Monroe, President of the 
United States. Her life was one of gn 
tudes. From the high estate she once held 
was reduced by misfortune, when in her wi 
hood, to a state of destitution ; and, as I have 
heard, her addresa was not known by the party to 
whose care her letters were sent. In that condi- 
tion she was found in Paris, (where she had been 
educated,) and almost at her last moment, by one 
of her country-women, an acquaintance of her 
early days. From this lady, the wife of an United 



[ClSSl- 

she 
idow- 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



OLD RESIDENCES, ETC. 103 

States military officer of the highest rank and dis- 
tinction, she received eyery attention and kindness 
to the fatal close. 

On the square south of the Capitol, where the 
United States has erected a Court Room, Custom 
House and Post Office, resided one of the most 
eminent physicians and talented men of his time — 
which is no faint praise. I mean Dr. James 
McOlurg. He served in the medical ataiF during 
the Revolutionary War, and was declared to be 
the most skillful and acGompHshed medical oiScer 
in the division of the army serving in this part of 
the Union. 

Mr. Madison had a great regard for him, and, 
in 1782, suggested him for the office of Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs. In 1787, after Mr. Henry, 
Gen. Nelson and R. H. Lee had successively re- 
signed the place of member of the Convention that 
formed the Constitution of the United States, Dr. 
McClurg was appointed, and attended at Philadel- 
phia with George Washington, Edmund Randolph, 
John Blair, James Madison, George Mason and 
George Wythe — a glorious communion. 

His original domicile in Richmond was a small 
Dutch-roofed wooden house, recently demolished, 
(to make room for the United States offices,) aa 
has been a portion of the larger one of brick 
erected near it hy the doctor, and afterwards oc- 
cupied by the Bank of Virginia. His third, or 
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rather foui~th, and most spacious dwelling was built 
on Grace street, tho grounds attached to it extend- 
ing to Broad street. How shorn of a large portion 
of superfluous territory, but retaining a spacious 
one, it is occupiod (1856) by Dr. C. B. Gibson. 
A short biography of Dr. McClurg, who was the 
uncle of Dr. McCaw, has been published by a 
grandson of the latter. 

On the square west of the last-mentioned resi- 
dence on Grace street, stood the old-fashioned, 
double-winged, triple-porticoed house of Major Du 
Vol, one of the last of the cocked hats, satin 
shorts, and bag wigs. 

For the information of my younger readers, I 
will tell them that a bag wig was furnished with a 
black silk plaited appendage, something like a 
lady's reticule, (and entitled to the appellation of 
a gentleman's ridicule.) The queue or tail of the 
wig was inserted into this bag, which was drawn 
tightly at the top to retain tho hair, and dangled 
behind like a pendulum, 

The Du Val lot was said to be the scene of 
Ralph Ringwood's adventure, as told by Washing- 
ington Irving. It was afterwards occupied by the 
celebrated William Wirt; but, like many cotem- 
porary wooden structures, it has of late years 
changed its location, and retired to one in tho 
suburbs. 

On the opposite square stood the unpretending 
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alDode of that learned, ■wise and excellent man, 
Georffe Wythe, one of the signers of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and whose life is interwoven 
with the history of Virginia, from his early man- 
hood to hia latest years. 

He waa a conspicuous member of the Conven- 
tion that formed the Federal Constitution, but 
he did not sign it ; ten yeara previously to which, 
on the organization of the Government of Vir- 
ginia, he was appointed Chancellor of the Court 
of Equity, which arduous office he filled until his 
death. This occurred on the 8th of June, 1806, 
and was caused by poison, administered hj a 
youthful relative whom he had cherished, and who 
expected to inherit his estate — but no legal con- 
victing evidence was adduced. The miscreant was 
disappointed in his object, for Mr. Wythe lived 
long enough to disinherit him. 

A fine tulip poplar, (Miss Murray would say 
Liriodendron Tulipifera,) planted by Mr. Wythe, 
marks the corner where his house stood, and where 
now stands the very handsome one of Mr. A. War- 
wick — but no tombstone marks the spot {where is 
it?) where this good and wise man and learned 
jurist was buried. 

Henry Clay, when a youth, wrote in the office 
of Peter Tinsley, clerk of the court in which Mr. 
Wythe presided, and his attention was no doubt 
attracted by young Clay's deportment. The judge 
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invited Mm to hia house, and ga,ve ixim advico and 
ina tract ion, and it was from thia ample source, 
probably, that Mr. Clay got the first insight of 
his profession. 

It was a pleaanve to the kind Chancellor to give 
instruction to young rhen who would receiye and 
appreciate it. 

A letter from Mr. Clay to Mr. Minor, dated 
May Sd, 1851, and published in the Virginia Hia- 
torica! Register, vol. v., says : 

My fi t q t IV th M Wjth w 1 03 my 

t th wh I 1th t d h tl 

p b biy th d t H ght h i w di bl d 

bygt hrat dltdhm d 

ivtethash ptdit m gtdirib 

t d t d g gl G k h act I 
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m 1 1 1 tt I L 

H I d g d ph w th ly f m t g 

to whom by iiiB mil, wvitteo by me at livs dictation before my 
departure from Bicbmond, be devised the greater part of bis 
estate. That youth poisoned him and others (black membeva 
of bis houBahoId), by putting arsenio into a pot in which coffee 
■was prepared for breakfast. The paper wbioh oontained the 
araecio was found on the floor of the titoliec. The coffee 
hftTing been drank by tbo Chancelloi' and bia lervants, the 
poison developed the usual efl'eotB. 

" The Chancellor lived long enough to send for bia neighbor, 
Major William Duval, and got bim to write another will, diflin- 
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boriting the unetatefal anfl guilty gmnd nephew, and making 
other diapoaition of his estate. An old negro iromaa, his cook, 
also died aader the operation of the poison. After the Chan- 
cellor's death, it was discovered that the atrooiona author of it 
had forged bunk checks in Mr. Wjthe's name. 

"Mr. Wythe's personal appearance and hablta were plain, 
simple and unoatcntatious. Uis conntenance iras fall of bland' 
ness and beneTolence, and he made, in his salutation to others, 
the most gracefol bow that I ever witnessed. " 

[P. S.— On this 12th day of April, 1860, the 
eighty-third anniversary of Henry Clay's birth, an 
admirable marble statue of him, by Hart, is erected 
ill the Capitol square, and inaugurated in a speech 
■worthy of the theme, in the presence of one of the 
largest assemblages, from all parts of the country, 
that ever convened in Eiehmond. His memory 
has survived party prejudice, or the statue would 
not be permitted to occupy that position ; but time 
does justice, and dispels falsehood, the venom of 
■which had done its work many years ago. How- 
ever high a position his maligners may have un- 
worthily attained, his character ia and ever will 
be held in the estimation of mankind as much 
above theirs as is the soaring eagle above the 
mousing owl. 

It is to the glory of our country-women that 
they originated and effected this patriotic wort, a 
token of gratitude to one of our greatest etates- 
men. To them also is the nation indebted for 
rescuing from the chance of desecration the earthly 
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home of her greatest man. Is not the summit of 
Bunker Hill Monument also indebted to the ladies 
for ascending to its proper elevation ? 

We had better entrust such works to the ladiea. 
No misapplication of money stains their hands, 
and none of their plans are left unfinished.* 

On this same day another statue of Henry Clay 
ia inaugurated at New Orleans ; and in his own 
Kentucky, a third ! Were such triple honors ever 
before paid simultaneously, without preconcert, to 
one man, and in cities so remote from each other?] 

The square on which Mr. Wythe resided was 
pre-eminent as was its owner. It was on the 
highest spot in the city, as ascertained by Mr. 
Watkins, who surveyed it, and who erected a 
email dwelling, on the same square, which was 
taken down not many years ago, to be replaced 
by Mr. Dunlop's residence. 

On the square west of the Chancellor's, and at 
the corner of Franklin and Fifth streets, lived 
John Warden, a Scotchman — one of the best read 
and worst-featured, most good-tempered and worst 



* When this suggestion was made, the writei- ivas not awaj-e 
that the ladies were about to attempt the rescue of the mouii- 
ment to Washington, commonoed many yeara ago, in. hia oun 
oitj, from the danger of falling into premature decay, or of 
being desecrated to the purposes of party or of peculation, as 
many of our public iTorUa are, nhere money m expended and 
Totes are wanted. 
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formed, but among the best informed members of 
the Ricbmond bar — his mind and body were a 
bundle of contrasts. His ugliness was so attrac- 
tive and so strongly marked, that the boys used to 
amuse themselves in drawing likenesses of his shorS, 
thick figure, crooked legs and satyr-like features 
on the walls of the court room. Bat his talents, 
wit and humor compensated for the externals, in 
which nature bad been so niggardly. 

On one occasion in court, when Mr. Wickham 
and Mr. Hay were adverse counsel, the former got 
the latter into a dilemma. On which Mr. Warden 
whispered to Mr. Wirt, " Habet fenum in cornu,"* 
who extemporized the following epigram : 

" Wictham one day in open court 
Was toaaing Hny about for aport: 
Jock lieh in Wit and Latin too, 
Cried "Ilnbet fenum in cornu." 

Mr. Warden retained with his broad Scotch 
dialect his allegiance to the mother country, and 
looked rather contemptuously on Eepublicanism 
in its infancy, and on its rebel representatives. 
During a session of the Legislature, he was re- 
ported to have uttered contemptuous expressions 

* " He has liny on his horas." Tbo Romans tiod hay on the 
horns of miaohieTooB cattle, both aa a eautiou and aa a proteo- 
tioa to those who approached them. Hence the term yms applied 
to " a dangerous fellow." 

10 
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coneerning tliat body. The SeTgeant-at-arras ar- 
rosteil and brought him to the bar of the House. 
The Speaker charged him with the oiTence and 
required him to retract it on hia knees, or he 
should be sent to prison. The sarcastic Scot as- 
sumed the prescribed humble position, and thus 
apologized : " Mr. Speaker, I confess I did say 
that your honors were not St to carry guts to a 
bear — I now retract that assertion, and acknow- 
ledge that you are fit." Then slowly rising, he 
brushed the dust from Iiis knees — muttered "I 
dommed dirty hoose," made his bow and retired, 
amid the mirth and mortification of the metobers 
and the bystanders. 

The residence of the celebrated and eccentric 
Alexander Oampbell was the samo that Mr. War- 
den afterwards occupied. His name appears in 
the constellation of lawyers that shone in the early 
days of the Commonwealth. He was a materialist 
in faith, or rather in the lack of faith, and in the 
singular will which he made, in 1795, ho says, 
" I hope no tombstone will be raised over me, 
because it will merely hinder something from grow- 
ing on the spot. If all men had toiiibstones 
erected over their graves, the earth, in a few cen- 
turies, would be one entire pavement." Judge 
Wayne of the Supremo Court of the U. S., married 
a daughter of Mr. Campbell. 

Descending Fifth street from Mr. Warden's 
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we first pass the house surmounted by a cupola 
a questionable ornament to a dwelling), once oc- 
cupied by John Barrett, the father of the gentle- 
man who now lives near the same spot. We now 
pass the square formerly occupied by the Singleton 
family, now by Mr. Hobson and other gentlemen, 
and then we descend to the square of William 
Hay, on which a tall colonnade is now seen, and 
many other buildings are erected. Opposite to this 
is the handsome residence, built and long occupied 
by Joseph Marx, an enterprising merchant, of the 
strictest probity, a public-spirited, useful and hos- 
pitable member of society, who contributed liber- 
ally to the prosperity of the city- 
Here terminated the residences in old times, 
except that of William Munford, who filled the of- 
fice of Clerk of the House of Delegates for many 
years, and left a worthy successor to the station 
in his eldest son. The metrical translation of 
Homer, by Mr. Munford, published after his death, 
13 pronounced, by eminent Greek scholars, to he 
one of the most faithfnl extant. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OLD RESIDENCES AND THEIK OCCUPANTS. 

The house, corner of Main and Third streets, 
now occupied hy John Robertson, Esq., (late 
Judge.) Tras, more than fifty years ago, the resi- 
dence of his father, William Mohertson, Clerk of 
the Council, who there reared a large family. T. 
Boiling Robertson, Governor of Louisiana, was one 
of bis sons, and others were not undistinguished. 
They are descendants of Pocahontas, as the names 
of several members indicate. That Princess mast 
have possessed a greater share of beauty than her 
portraits exhibit, if we may judge by that of her 
female descendants, who are distinguished for it. 

The spacious square on Franklin street between 
Second and Third, retained its full dimensions 
during about fifty years' occupancy by its quiet 
and unaspiring proprietor, Anthony Robinson, ex- 
cept that, in the latter years of his life, he appor- 
tioned a part of it to one of his sons, on which to 
erect a residence. His own yet stands. 

In a plain an(i not spacious wooden budding at 
the north-east corner of Franklin and Third 
streets, I roeogniae the residence for several years 
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of Thomas Ritchie, the founder and indefatigable 
editor of the Enquirer. In the office attached to 
the house was concocted during the saiall houra 
before daylight many a furioua paragraph against 
the Wliiga or Pederalista, as they were then called. 
A more eommodioua tenement on Grace, between 
Fifth and Sixth {Mr. Wythe's square), was in later 
years the dwelling of Mr. Ritchie till he removed 
to the head-quarters of politicians at Washington, 
where he died July 3, 1854. 

An antique dwelling, half brick, half wood, with 
the square on which it stood, on the south side of 
Main, between Second and Third streets, was the 
residence, many years ago, of Major Andrew 
Dunsaomhe, probably a soldier of the Eovolution, 
a gentleman of the olden time. 

In 1787 he was appointed by the Executive of 
Virginia, Commissioner for settling the accounts 
between this Commonwealth and the United States, 
which arose during the war of the Revolution, &e. 
This occupied him several years, after which, I 
think, he was Master in Chancery of Judge 
Wythe's court. 

He erected Good all 'a Tavern (The Indian 
Queen), now the Centra! Hotel. The small hrick 
office that he long occupied was taken down to 
make room for an addition to the Hotel. Major 
D. married Miss Philadelphia Pope, a sister of 
Nathaniel Pope, of Hanover. The respected name 
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of Dunscorabe no longer exists in our community, 
but in those of Christian, at Lynchburg, and 
Horsley, of Nelson, his descendants are found. A 
brother of his was long ago Clerk of the Federal 
Court, New York. 

Among the broad spaces formerly occapied by 
old citizens, was the square extending from Frank- 
lin to Main and from Seventh to Eighth Streets, on 
which stood on the summit of' a high hill, the resi- 
dence of AreMbald Blair, Clerk of the Council of 
State, opposite to where the United Presbyterian 
Church now stands. At the foot of the hill was a 
pond, fed by a spring and shaded by forest trees 
and shrubs. The hill and the trees have been cut 
down, the pond has been filled up, and Mr. Stew- 
art's row of fine dwellings covera a part of the 
leveled surface. The front on Main street remains 
unimproved, except by workshops, and less at- 
tractive, except for the hum of industry, than 
■when in a state of nature. Mr. Blair's territories 
extended over one or two other sojuares, which have 
also submitted to the leveling system. 

His neighbor, John Gfraham, a Scotchman, and 
among the first to engage in coal-mining, trans- 
planted his vineyard from Main and Twelfth 
streets (where some tall and splendid stores now 
rear their fronts) to the square above Mr. Blair's, 
now built up chiefly by Mr. W. H. Allen. A 
portion of this square contains the former resi- 
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dence of the late John Robinson,* for fifty years 
clerk of various courts, according to the changes 
of organization, and one of his sons became hia 
successor in that which he last filled. Hia other 
sons are distinguished, Oonwayf as a jurist, Mon- 
cure and Edwin by their connection with railroads, 
Another portion of the Graham square contains 
the fine edifices erected by the Messrs. James and 
occupied as tho Arlington House. Such was the 
inequality of the ground in this part of the city, 
that Mr. Allen had to build two stories above the 
foundations to reach the surface of the street, 
while on the next square the original surface was 
as high as the second stories of the present dwell- 
ings. 

On an adjoining square, Edward Cunningham, 
an Irish gentleman, engaged in the milling and 
mercantilo business, erected a capacious dwelling, 
afterwards the residence of the late Dr. "Watson, 
and still occupied by his family. 

The occupant of this lot in the last century was 
John I>ohie, whose house now forms an office within 
the yard. Ho was the architect of the Capitol, if 
not a capital architect, aa the want of symmetry 
in the columns of that building would imply. A 

* Deinollslieil {I860) to make room for three otUers. 
t The mthot is indebted to thig gentleman for varioua useful 
a this edition. 
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fine sjcainore tree planted by him flourishes on 
!Franklin near Sixth, where he resided. 

One of tho dwellings between the Washington 
Tavern and the Catholic Church was the residence 
of John Brown, who had been the Clerk of the 
District Court, General Court and Court of Ap- 
peals, in suceession, and a moat accomphshed one in 
all that regarded the duties of the station. Id hia 
ofSce and under his instruction, was formed that 
corps of clerks so distinguished for the beauty and 
neatness of their records, in many Virginia Courts, 
some years ago, before judges, clerks and sheriffs 
were elected by universal suffrage ! ! Anthony 
Robinson was one and John Robinson another of 
that corps. They were hia successors in the Clerk- 
ship of the District Court. The latter served fifty 
years after John Brown's resignation of that office. 

Mr. Brown accompanied General Marshall as 
his secretary, when he went to Paris with Pinck- 
ncy and Gerry, Envoys Extraordinary to the 
!French republic. James Brown, Jr., late Auditor, 
is the only surviving member of his father's 
family.* 

Two fino elm trees on Broad street, planted pro- 
bably before the introduction of those upstarts, the 
Lombardy poplars, are all that remain to designate 
the former residence, at the corner of Broad and 

* His denth in 1859 is mentioned in a preyious page. 
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Seventh streets, of John Ilopldna, Com miBsi oner of 
Loana of the United States, and of the distin- 
guished occupant who succeeded him, John A- 
Ohevallie, of whom I shall probably take occasion 
to speak elsewhere. 

Let us look at the other side of the square, 
where the sycamores grow; for the lot extended 
through to Marshall street. This front was built 
on by Mr. H. Moncuro, and is mado conspicuous 
by three enormous Turkish cannon ba.lls wrought 
out of atone and mounted on pedestals at the cor- 
ners. These balls were quarried and rounded to 
he served to the mouths of cannon on the shores of 
the Bosphorus, They were brought from thence 
hj one of our naval ofBeers to bo presented to a 
pablic institution, and were landed at Itocketts. 
There they lay, until tired of inactivity, they were 
about to roll into the river, when Mr. Moncuro 
rescued them from a watery grave and mounted 
them around hia house. These halls are thirty 
inches in diameter, larger than any used at Sebas- 
topol. When the property changed hands they ob- 
tained the name of Duval's pills, from the vocation 
of the owner, and they would no doubt be very 
efficacious if skillfully administered. Dr. Wellford 
is now the proprietor of them, and it is gratifying 
that they are in such good hands, and that our city 
has such an accession to the faculty and to its 
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On the north side of Broad, between Fourth and 
Fifth streets, yet atanda a wooden building* (aa 
most of that date were), the former residence of 
the Braxton family, whose inclosure embraced the 
square — now converted into shopa, the names on 
■which would indicate a German colony. Indeed, 
the line of Broad street is occupied chiefly hy Ger- 
mans, as is a considerable portion of many other 
streets. ■The Eraxtons removed to their estates on 
the Pamunky many years ago, and that family 
and the community sustained a heavy loss about 
two years since, in the sudden death of General 
Braxton, of Choricoke, a most estimable man and 
useful citizen. 

The mansion of the Eev. Mr. Woodbridge, at 
the south-east corner of Grace and Seventh was 
erected by the father of Mrs. W., Mr, Andrew 
Kicolson, and has been for fifty years the abode of 
his family. May it long retain its present occu- 
pants, in health and happiness, and descend to as 
worthy ones. 

The dwelling at the south-west corner of Grace 
and Seventh streets, with the ground extending to 
Sixth, including that now (1856) occupied by the 
handsome mansions of Mrs. CabeUf and Mrs. 
Stanard, was in 1800 the residence of Mr, Brjdie, 

* Demolislied to make room for brick stores (1860]. 
\ This lady, tie daughter of Col. Majo and sister of Mra. 
General Scott, died April 24, 1860. 
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a Scotch merchant of the firm of McClure, Brydie 
& Co. Mr. McClure was a gentleman of scientific 
purauitB, and his name will be found in annals of 
l3iat character. 

Mr. McCredio, who on the death of Mr. Brydio 
became his successor both in his mercantile and 
domestic establishments, met with his death in a 
manner that created great excitement in the city. 
On occasion of an alarm of fire, he was hastening 
across the Capitol Square, when the sentry hailed 
him. He did not hear, or did not heed the chal- 
lenge, and the sentry most unwarrantably fired and 
shot him dead. 

The commercial house of McClure, Erydie & Co- 
was one of the first in the city in respectability as 
well as seniority. It was located near Shockoe 
Warehouse, and on the steep and now dirty alley 
extending down to Virginia street, may yet be seen 
a portion of the stone wall which enclosed their 
premises of the same extent. 

The death of Mr. McOredie reminds me of 
another that occurred near the same spot. Col. 
Tatem, an old soldier, and either very eccentric 
or deranged, and moreover poor, determined to 
close his life on the fourth of July. He took his 
station near the artillery, when a salute was being 
fired, and watching his opportunity, stepped in 
front of a cannon at the moment the match was 
applied. His body was blown to atoms. 
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An unpretending wooden building near the cor- 
ner of Leigh and Fiftli streets was tlie residence of 
the Rev. Riohard Channing Moore, Bishop of Vir- 
ginia. What woulcl an English Primate think of 
such a palace ? 

This worthy minister was invited, in NovembGr, 
1813, by Bushrod Washington, then residing at 
Mount Vernon, and E. J. Lee at Alexandria, to 
take charge of the Episcopal Church then building 
at Richmond (the Monumental), with the intention 
to make him Bishop of the Diocese, which was 
effected, and in 1814, ha was consecrated at Phila- 
delphia. This reverend prelate was rouch beloved, 
not only by those of his own Church, hut by the 
community generally. He died at Lynchburg, in 
1841, while in the performance of his episcopal 
duties, at the ago of seventy-nine. 

Ono of the few residences on L, now Leigh, be- 
tween Seventh and Eighth streets, was built by 
Joseph Jackson, and I think occupied by some of 
the Southall family, a name then and now con- 
spicuous. It was afterwards the residence of 
Patrick Gibson, a respectahlo merchant, con- 
nected in business with a nephew of Mr. Jefferson. 
Of late years, Mr. N. Mills has been the proprietor 
of these extensive grounds. 

I must insert a few omissions which I discover 
in my Sliockoe Hill rambles. The Powhatan 
House, opposite to the City Hall, is an extension 
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and elevation of the former residence, store and 
strong hold of Wright Southgate, once an officer 
in the British navy, A very high wall, protected 
against escalade by a capping of broken glass, 
enclosed the grounds, and eaqh opening on the 
lower floor was secured by chains, bolts, bars and 
bells. Two of his nephews were among the most 
respectable and enterprising merchants in Norfolk, 
and one of his sons, not submissive to man-of-war 
discipline, went penniless from home, and attained 
to eminence and great wealth in Kentucky, and 
another followed some years later. 

Adjoining this castle was the cottage of a wor- 
thy old couple, Jacob Cohen and his wife, whose 
residence dates back some twenty years in the last 
century. Their cottage is supplanted by the hand- 
some block of dwellings erected by Mr. Jaquelin 
Taylor. 

Opposite to this on Twelfth street, was the resi- 
of Mr. Samuel Myers an intelligent merchant and 
useful citizen, and of his neighbor, Mr. Wiaeham, 
of hospitable memory. The latter house is substi- 
tuted by Mr. Morson'a three fine dwellings, and 
Judge Crump has embellished Mr. Myers's old 
mansion. 

On the theatre square, north of Mr. Myers', 
and built after the model of his, were tie resi- 
dences of Mr. Prosser and Mr. Moncure, partners 
in an extensive auction business. One of these ia 
11 
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now " the Carleton House," the other Mr. John 
Jones' dwelling. Mr. Myera' eon, Gustavua, ha3 
introduced a different style of architecture and an 
improved one, in his dwelling adjoining the pater- 
nal homestead. 

On the lot where the First Baptist Church 
Stands, and adjoining the residence in old times of 
Charles Copeland, attorney,. James Heron, a re- 
tired merchant and worthy citizen, was preparing 
to erect a comfortable residenco for his old age, 
and commenced by building a capacious kitchen. 
But just as the walls were erected, he, hy the im- 
prudent esercise of a close inspection, met with & 
fall which proved fatal. The kitchen, converted 
into a dwelling, was long occupied by his family, 
and by John G. Blair, who married one of the 
daughters, who have a long line of descendants. 

The square on the south side of Franklin, be- 
tween First and Second streets, was the residence 
of Charles Ellis, of the long existing firm of EUia 
&. Allan, worthy members of our community for 
nearly half a century. This unpretending man- 
sion, now overtopped by those around, is still 
occupied by hia family. The square opposite to it 
was Mr. Ellis's garden, embellished by a row of 
fine Linden trees along its front. Most of the 
Lindens have disappeared, but have given their 
name to the square, now built up with fine resi- 
dences. A few of the trees have survived the 
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trimming procoaa, their scarred trunks almost fce- 
reft of branches and of beauty. If there are 
"tongues in trees," as the great poet imagined, 
each limh would cry aloud " against the deep dam- 
nation of its taking off. " Those who wantonly or 
tastelessly mutilate trees can have neither poetry 
nor " music in their souls, and are fit for treasons, 
stratagems and spoils." This is a general plea in 
favor of the gvoves, not a special one in the case 
before us. But if the Lindens have disappeared, 
the square can now boast of superior attractions, 
in beauties of a more animated nature; and these, 
while yet in bloom, will ^doubtless be severed from 
the parent stem, but not hke the Lindens, to dis- 
appear, both root and branch. 

I fear that my readers will think I am imposing 
on tbem an antiquated directory, in which they feel 
as little interest as in any similar compilations ; 
but I trust that some of the survivors may be 
willing to take a retrospect of the homes of their 
parents and more remote ancestors, and of others 
who conferred distinction on our metropolis. I 
will therefore venture to continue the subject — 
indeed, I must do so, in justice to some memorable 
personages whom I have omitted as yet to mention. 
Among these is Albert Gallatin, the distinguished 
financier and statesman. He cnme to Richmond a 
young man. But we will let him speak for him- 
self, by inserting the following extract of a letter 
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to Wbi. Maxwell, Esq., Corresponding Secretary 
of the Virginia Historical Society, dated New 
York, February 35, 1848, in his 87t]i year, and 
eighteen months before his death : 

" It was in Eiohmond wlicra I spent most of tie wlntcra 

between the years 1783 and 1789, that I vias received with 

that old proverbial Virginia hospitality, to which I know no 

parallel anjwhere within tha circle .of my traveie. It was net 

hospitality only that was shown to me. I do not know how it 

came to pass, but every one witli whom I became acquainted 

appeared to take an interest in the young strftngei-, I was only 

the interpreter of a gentleman, the agent of a foreign house 

that liad a large claim for advances to the 'State; and this 

made me known to all the officers of the Government and some 

of the most prominent members of the Legislature. It gaTB 

me the first opportunitj of showing some talent even as a 

Bceaker, of which I was not myself aware. Every one encour- 

ed to promote my suecoas in life. To 

hom I received offera of service would 

distinguished residenta at that time in 

t mention two ; John Marshall, Tvho 

yerin 1783, was almost at the head of 

d to take me into hia of&co without a 

.hat I would become a distinguished 

advised me to go to the West, where I 

LOse, but predicted tliat I was intended 

old me that this was the career which 

e also rendered me services on more 

it I must stop ; and if there be some 

va said, the feelings which I have 

t from a grateful heart." 

relate an anecdote which I have 
ueaiu uuiicciiuiig Mr. Grallatin, though I cannot 
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voucli for its authenticity. When he came to Hich- 
mond, he boarded in the house of Mrs. Allegre, to 
whose daughter he became attached, and he asked 
the toother to sanction hia addresses. The old 
lady was quite -wroth at his presumption, and 
seizing a spit, threatened to transfix and baste him, 
if he dare aspire to her daughter ! She must have 
relented, however, for the marriage took place, and 
I hope the indignant old lady lived to see her son- 
in-law a member of Congress, Secretary of the 
Treasury, and Minister Plenipotentiary. In 1794 
he married a daughter of Commodore Nicholson, 
U. S. N. 

The taste of Mr. Gallatin, a native of Switzer- 
land, would naturally prefer a hilly to a level sur- 
face, and he purchased for a residence the square 
between Leigh and Clay, and Seventh and Eighth 
streets, through which runs a deep ravine, or valley 
rather, for its slopes are well wooded with native 
growths and still retain the wild aspect of nature. 
This house was rendered singular in appearance 
by its tall, round chimneys. Two acres were 
attached to it, in which was the wooded dell. This 
property was sold by Mr. Gallatin in 1789, to a 
French gentleman, Savary de Valcoulon, from 
whom it passed, in 1792, to Bushrod Washington, 
who planted a number of sycamore trees in the 
form of the letter W about the grounds, some of 
which are still thriving. In 1801 Judge Washing- 
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ton, after his removal to Mount Vernon, sold the 
property to Dr. J. D. McCaw for JfSOOO ! and he 
resided there many years. In 1842 it passed from 
him to Conway Robinson, Esq., who has erected a 
new divelling near to the old one. 

P. S. 1860. It is with no slight regret I 
record that soon after the preceding paragraph 
■waa written, our city lost Mr. Robinaon aa a resi- 
dent — a great loss, for few have rendered her such 
important services, and no one has yet replaced 
him. He now resides near Washington city. His 
new house in Richmond beciime the property of 
Mr. Bresee, and the preceding description no 
longer applies to the grounds. The dell has been 
filled up, and utility has taken the place of the 
picturesque. The melody of the mocking-bird 
that has long nestled securely in that dell will he 
hushed ere long, and be succeeded by the tonea 
of the piano, which to the lovers of nature will 
scarcely compensate for the loss of the little 
songster's imitations and variationa. 

In my progress down Fifth street, I omitted to 
mention the former residence of Major G-ihhon, an 
officer of the Revolution, and distinguished early 
in life as a leader of ono section of the forlorn 
hope at Stony Point, in 1779. lie was for many 
years Collector of Customs for the port of Rich- 
mond, and resided at the corner of Main and 
Fifth streets. Ilia enclosure embraced the ground 
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now occupied by the Second Presbyterian Church 
and by private reaidences up to Franklin street. 

A son of Major Gibbon distinguished himself in 
the Navy during the war with Tripoli. He waa 
betrothed to Miss Conyers, a niece of Mrs. Galle- 
go, their opposite neighbor. They were in the 
Theatre on the night of the fire, and in endeavoring 
to save Miss C, he perished with her, as did Mrs. 
Gall ego. 

Another extensive domicil in the same neighbor- 
hood, is opposite to Major Gibbon's, on the south 
side of Main street. As- the property of David 
Meade Randolph it embraced the entire square, 
on part of which now stand the Second Baptist 
Church, several handsome dwellings and the ex- 
tensive carpenter shops of the industrious brothers 
Gibson, 

Mr. Randolph was Marshal of Virginia until 
the election of Mr. Jefferson, and being one of 
those federal ofEce-holders who would "neither die 
nor resign," the only alternative was to remove 
him. A gentleman, whose propensity for ascer- 
taining and for conferring names was one of his 
characteristics — Mr. B. W. Eootes — dubbed the 
Randolph establishment i!/oMai?!jce, after Molly and 
David, its mistress and master. Mrs. Randolph 
was one of the remarkable and distinguished per- 
sons of her day. When her husband was deprived 
of the ofBce of Marshal, he found it necessary to 
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Bell his house and to retrench his establismertt, 
which had not probably been an economical one. 
Mrs. R., who lacked neither energy nor industry, 
determined to open a boarding-hoi:iae, feeling as- 
sured that those who had, in her prosperity, 
partaken of her hospitality, would second her exer- 
tions when in adversity. Tho friend who had 
named Moldavia, now conferred on her the title 
of Queen, and aided in enlisting subjects for her 
now realm. This was on Gary street (a name 
which she gave it), in a house which now consti- 
tutes a small portion of tho Columbian Hotel. * 
It was then a quiet spot, with very few houses in 
its immediate vicinity. The Queen soon attracted 
as many subjects as her dominions could accommo- 
date, and a loyal set they generally were. There 
were few more festive boards than the Queen's. 
Wit, humor and good-felJowship prevailed, but 
excess rarely. Social evenings were also enjoyed, 
and discord seldom intruded. In the course of 
a few years, noise and dust interfered with the 
royal comfort, and the throne and its supporters 
were transferred to a more pleasant palace, where 
they remained until the abdication of the sovereign, 
The lovers of comfort and of cool beverages, are 
indebted to Mrs. K.'s ingenuity, for the invention 
of the ' Refrigerator ' as she called it. The first 

* Thia pordon 13 razed to tlie foundatiou, (1857.) 
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one was constructed according to her plan, for her 
own use. It was said that a shrewd Yankee, who. 
was an inmate of her bouse for a few days, to 
whom she showed it, carried the invention with 
him, perhaps ohtained a patent, and it soon got 
into general naa, ., 

The Queen's eldest brother, Thomas Mann 
Handolph, (Grovernor of Virginia) an eccentric 
and talented man, married a daughter of Mr. 
Jefferson, a peerless woman, and her descendants 
have graced society at home and abroad, "to the 
remotest Ind." 

One of the Queen's sisters was the wife of Mr, 
Haokley, Consul at Cadiz, during the Peninsular 
War. She is the survivor of her sisters and 
brothers, and her life has been one of utilitj to 
many besides her own children. * 

Another of the sisters became the wife of the 
distinguished Cfouvemeur Morris. In early life he 
engaged in the strife of the Revolution ; in mature 
years, in that of diplomacy, and, retiring from 
these, he sought matrimony late in life; but left 
an heir to his name and possessions. 

I have spun out a long yarn for the Queen's 
web, and will introduce only one strand more, too 
bright to be left unwoven. 

The eon of Dr. Chapman, of Philadephia, 

* This worthy lady died in 1859. 
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mavned a neiee of my royal heroine ; and her 
daughter (I hope she ■will pardon me, if sho ever 
hears of my presumption) ia the most beautiful 
woman these old eyes ^ver gazed on. She haa 
proved that beauty can subdue Power. Her face 
and form should be perpetuatet! in the purest 
marble, so that if the Venus de Medici shall be 
lost, there may be a substitute for her, if an- 
other Praxiteles can be found to mould another 
Venus. 

Moldavia passed into the possession of Mr. 
Gallego, the great miller,' ■whose name and flour 
are known to bakers all over the civilized world, 
and some portion of the semi-barbarous. 

After Mr. Gallego's death, the worthy Scotch 
merchant Jo?*w Allan, commonly called Jock, to 
distinguish him from his Irish and English 
namesakes, became Hospodar of MoWavia, and hia 
successors retain a part of the territory, having 
contracted its boundaries. It was to Mr. Allan 
that the poet, Edgar Allan Poe, an orphan, was 
indebted for his education — and might have been 
for his promotion. 

The square immediately above, and west of the 
Queen's ancient dominion on Gary Etrect, now 
covered with blocks of warehouses, ■was occupied 
by Andrew Ronald, a native of Scotland and an 
eminent lawyer, ■who was one of the counsel op- 
posed to Patrick Henry in 1791, ia the great suit 
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arising from the confiscation of British debts 
during the war of the Kevolution. Mr. Ronald's 
dwelling fronted the Baain, or rather where the 
Easin now is, and hia garden was separated from 
Shockoe Warehouse by the street and an open 
space between them. The present aspect of the 
place is anything but quiet and retired. 

South from Mr. Ronald's and beyond a deep 
ravine which tho supplementary Gallego mills are 
now partly filling up, on the summit of a cliff over- 
hanging the river and overlooking Haxall's mills, 
stands a wooden building,* the former residence of 
the celebrated David Ross, the original owner of 
the mill, a Scotch merchant anterior to the Revo- 
lution, lie became the possessor of most valuable 
lands and mines in various parts of Virginia, when 
Virginia was bounded hy the Mississippi, and some 
of his descendants now reside, I believe, on a 
portion of his territories in the western regions, 
no longer in the Old Dominion. Mr, Ross was 
remarkable for his unerring judgment of the 
talents of others, and how to use them. 

I must travel beyond the former Umits of the 
city to mention a territory now partly included in 
them. I mean the lands and former residence of 
a most worthy citizen and enterprising merchant, 
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the late Thomas Jtutherfoord. The inclosurc ori- 
ginally attached to his dwelling embraced what 
now constitutes several squares, and his possesaions 
beyond it were very many acres. I have heard 
that he became possessed of a large portion of 
this extensive territory by the judicious investment 
of a thousand pounds, given to him as a wedding 
present by an uncle in Scotland, on the occasion 
of his marriage, and by an equally judicious pur- 
chase of the rest. 

He furnished building-lots to various gentlemen, 
thus forming a good neighborhood around him, and 
I can recall, among those who first constituted it, 
the names of James Ponn, John A. Chevallie, 
Thomas Wilson (mayor), David Bullock (mayor), 
William Price, Carter B. Page, and Robert Gwath- 
mey ; and in later years, General Pegram, Presi- 
dent of the Virginia Bank, and that eminent law- 
yer and excellent man, Samuel Taylor, both vie- 
tims to casualties. I may also name G. W. Mun- 
ford, Secretary of the Commonwealth, and J. R. 
Anderson, of iron fame, truly a man of metal, 
whoso locomotives run on many a Southern and 
Western road, and whose cannon serve to arm our 
ships and forts. Mr. Rutherfoord's sons have clus- 
tered around the paternal mansion, which was par- 
tially destroyed by fire while in the occupancy of 
Jno. Y. Mason, now Minister to France, who became 
the purchaser and embellisher of it, but by a aub- 
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sequent sale it has reverted to a member of the 
Butherfoord family.* 

I will presume on Mr. Mason's indulgence to 
give an instance of his coolness during the hot fire 
that was consuming his effects. The family had 
escaped in their night clothes and were watching 
the progress of the conflagration from the porch of 
iin opposite neighbor ; Mrs. M. was bewailing 
their loss, and deeply distressed, when her husband 
thus consoled her : " My dear, you know you dis- 
liked that ugly roof and wished it changed ; now 
your wish will be gratified. The walls will be ready 
to receive a new roof, and the house he greatly 
improved." And such was the result. (Mr. Ma- 
son died in Paris, in 1859, while filling the office 
of Minister Plenipotentiary from the U. States.) 

The name of John A. Ghevallie has only been 
mentioned incidentally, but it merits a more special 
notice. Ho was a gentleman of the most scrupu- 
lous politeness, of fine literary attainments, and 
of extensive and varied information. He was 
brought up in the an to-revolutionary days of 
Prench society, and his manners conformed to it. 
He came to this country as an agent for the cele- 
brated Beaumarchais, who had, either as a secret 

* I mnst apologisB to the inember here alluded to, or rather, 
to his wife, for saying, in tha first edition, he was the tldM, aa 
he baa senior brothers, but I irill not imperil mjaelf Tritii their 
niifea by deaiguating the eldest. 
12 
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agent of Louis XVl., or at hia own outlay, fur- 
nished a large quantity of arma to tha United 
States during the Revolutionary war. After many 
years of constant exertion, Mr. Cbevaiiie partially 
succeeded in his ohject, if my memory serves. 

The house of Mr, and the second Mrs. Che- 
vallie, (a daughter of Judge Lyons) was the home 
of hospitality and cheerfulness, and a favorite 
resort of old and young. Previous to their resi- 
dence near Mr. Rutherfoord, they occupied the 
house of John Hopkins, Commissioner of Loans, 
on Rroad street, corner of Seventh, now demol- 
ished, but then embowered in fine elms and syca- 
mores, as slready noticed. 

I heard this anecdote from Mr. Chevallie, among 
many others: — Eeaumarchais, although an elegant 
courtier, had been a watchmaker, and of course 
■was not of the old nobility. One of these sought 
to mortify him at court, by handing an elegant 
watch to him, saying it did not keep time, and he 
wished Eeaumarchais to see what was amiss. 
Taking it in his hands and attempting to open it, 
he let it fall on the floor. He then expressed his 
regret, adding, that he had been so long out of 
practice he had become awkward, and bowing 
politely, retired.* 

* " Beauiuarohoia nnd his Timea," by Leom^nil, nppeaied Et 
few months after the 1st edition of this book WRs publiahod, 
and relates this anecdote more fully. 
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West of Ml', Anderson, and just beyond the line 
of the city, stands a large dwelling, erected by Pey- 
ton Drew in the "flush times," from whom it soon 
passed to Thomaa Richardson, a son-in-law of our 
old friend Mr. Pollard, and then to John Mutter, 
the father of Dr. Mutter, Professor of Surgery in 
the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, 
■which chair he has just resigned (June, 1856), 
bestowing on the College his extensive museum, 
and eni^owing it with a fund for its further exten- 
sion. After Mr. Mutter's death his house was suc- 
cessively purchased by David Bullock, and its 
present. owner, Mr. George Palmer, under whom it 
is likely to see its palmiest days in the way of 
embellishment. 

The handsome dwelling at the corner of Leigh 
and Eighth, with extensive grounds, now the resi- 
dence of Mr. McCance, was originally, in plain 
garb, that of Dr. Hayes, from whom it passed to 
Thomas Green, who decorated it highly and intro- 
duced the Heathen Deities into the grounds, where 
they stili preside. During the snowy months of 
winter, they looked decidedly cool at each other. 
Goddesses even will do so when they are ttnconi- 
fortable ; but Flora after a while brings about a 
reconciliation. 

It was in a more remote part of the city in old 
times (the locality is neither here nor there), that a 
connubial parting scene occurred between a pair of 
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loving birds, as their names denoted. Tlie wife was 
pious, the husband may speak for himself. *'My 
.dear," said Mrs. P. to her husband, on his death- 
bed, " when you are gone, have you any objection 
to my marrying brother G, ?" "IMarry and be 
d — d," replied her dying apouse — and he, died and 
she did. 

Eastward from Dr. Hayes' (now Mr. McCance's) 
and at the corner of Loigh and Ninth streets, was 
the residence of Judge Speneer Roane, President 
of the Court of Appeals, and eminent as a lawyer 
and politician. He had a controlling influence in 
the Democratic ranks, which he exercised largely 
through the columns of "The Enquirer," and thus 
issued what might almost be called his edicts. He 
was the autocrat of the Democracy, To look at 
his stern and commanding aspect, one might think 
it would be hazardous to disobey them. He 
removed from Studley, his farm in Hanover, to 
Eichmond, about 1816, after building the house 
above mentioned, to which were attached extensive 
grounds. Eor many years past it has been the 
residence of Mr. Lewis Webb, and the city has pur- 
chased an extent of hill-sides south and east of it 
for a public square — a spot well adapted to test the 
skill of a Handscape gardener.* 

* Scarcely waa the ink dry which mrole the above, when the 
Btep-fathei^ of the citj decreed that the gronods ehonld be 
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I must trespass on the patience of my readers a 
few momenta longer, to mention tho residences of 
some old citizens on Church Hill, &e., which should 
not be overlooked in story, as they cannot be in 
eminence of locality. 

The Adams family, the original proprietors of 
the eastern portion of the city, occupied several 
of the squares in their own domain. The three 
brothers, Kichard, Samuel and John, who resided 
there fifty or sixty years ago, hut lived at a later 
period, have long since gone to their last homes, 
near to their first ; but those they occupied in life 
have been improved in appearance under tasteful 
residents, as has that of their distinguished neighbor 
and connexion, William Marshall, a brother of the 
Chief Justice and a lawyer of almost as great 
talent, which was partially obscured by his indo- 
lence. 

Streets were laid out on Adams's, now Church 
or Richmond Hill (for it is known by all these 
names), to correspond with those in Eyrd'a plan, 
but the very large portion north of Broad street is 
not included in the city lim.ita, and 



diTided in lota aad sold, thus liaalmg thu poekets at the ex- 
peBse of the langn ; and instead of opening tbe streets lending 
to the grounds previous to iho ealo, a large portion of the 
money obtained is espended for that puiposo, aud tho lots 
thereby much enhanoed io value, to the guu of the buyers, 
fcnt loss to the city. 
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residents are exempt from city taxea. The city is 
courting them to its emhrace, but finds tbcni very 
coy. 

This hill ia divided by little dells into a succes- 
sion of spurs, forming a clueter of heights over- 
looking the river, the city and the surrounding 
country. The proprietor assigned to each of his 
sons and married daughters one of those promi- 
nences. The eldest son, Richard Adams, pos- 
sessed the fine old family mansion, now Mr. 
Ellett's. John erected his mansion east of it, now 
Mrs. Van-Lew's ; William Marshall, who married a 
Miss Adams, built yet further east, and his house 
is now the centre of a row, as it was once of an 
open square, on Franklin, Graco, Twenty-sixth and 
Twenty-seventh streets. South-east of Mr. Mar- 
shall, another son-in-law, George W. Smith, placed 
his residence, a neat wooden building, on Franklin, 
Main, Twenty-seventh and Twenty-eighth. This 
gentleman was Governor of Virginia at the time 
that the Theatre was burned, and was one of the 
victims, in consequence of his efforts to save 
others, Samuel G. Adams, the youngest of the 
sons, erected the building on the western slope of 
the hill, on Broad street, now the Eellevue Hos- 
pital. The possessions of the Adams family in 
Richmond and elsewhere gave them a prospect of 
great wealth in the natural course of things ; but 
impelled by an enterprising spirit, the two younger 
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brothers sought to hasten the event. The chapter 
on "Flush times" gives the result. 

G-eorg& Nicohon, once mayor of the city (as was 
also Dr. John Adams), resided on one of the adja- 
cent and most commanding heights OTerlooking the 
city and the surrounding country. The land west 
of it and south of Mr, Marshall's and Governor 
Smith's, embracing the slope of the hill, has 
recently been purchased by the city for a public 
square. Mr. Kicolson's residence was destroyed 
by fire some years ago. His descendants are 
among our worthy citizens. 

One of his daughters married Carter B. Page, 
an enterprising man; another was the wife of 
Robert Gwathmey, a merchant of eminence in 
Liverpool and in Richmond; a third was the wife 
of the distinguished lawyer and politician, Chap- 
man Johnson; and the fourth and surviving one 
has been a mother to the orphans of her sisters. 

On Main street, near the foot of Church Hill, 
stood in old times and until lately, the residence of 
Friend Oouch — a neat house, with a large garden 
attached. In my younger days this square was 
shaded on two sides by a number of spreading 
elms, the only row of trees on a mile of street. 
It was like an oasis in a desert, and furnished a 
refreshing shade to the pedestrian on a hot sum- 
mer day — of which I can speak from experience. 
It was said that there were attractions also within 
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the walls, but these it was not my good fortune to 
discover till late in life. The house, the elms, the 
spacious garden with its flowers and bee-hives, have 
all disappeared ; even the soil itself on which they 
stood, has been deeply escavated, to furnish bricka 
for the erection of other atructurea. But some 
of the former occupants who cultivated thoae 
flowers still flourish, if not in immortal youth, in 
ripened years, engaged in social and benevolent 
avocations. 

John Eoater, a useful public servant, was one of 
their nearest neighbors: hia residence yet stands, 
partially restored from the dilapidations of time 
and fire. John Strobia, a worthy father of a 
worthy and yet surviving son, * Friend Clarke, 
and Col. David Lambert, father of the late Mayor, 
were also their neighbors; but raore remote. Their 
residences may yet be traced, and ako some of 
their descendants, in other parts of the city. 

A short distance east of where Seabrook's Ware- 
house is built, was the pleasant and rural-looking 
residence of Adam Oraiff, Clerk of the Hustings 
Court. The green slope in rear of the house was 
washed at its base by a clear rivulet, which now 
flows, mised with less pure waters, through a 
culvert to Shockoe creek ; but the house remains 
with its fine trees and hedges of box. The Clerk's 

• This gentleman died in October, 3856. 
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office was in tlie small Dutcli-roofed house, at the 
corner on Grace and Eighteenth streets. Here 
Andrew Stevenson, who was successively Speaker 
of the Virginia House of Delegates, of the Con- 
gressional House of Representatives, and Minister 
to Gireat Britian, acquired the elements of legal 
lore. Rohert Stanard, his cotemporary, a distin- 
guished lawyer and a Judge of the Court of Ap- 
peals, married a daughter of Mr. Craig. Mr. 
Stevenson died in 1857. Judge Stanard in 1846, 
A most ■ worthy couple, resitting at the foot of 
Church hill near Rockotts, should not be forgotten. 
The home and good works of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Rowlett are coeval with the century, and 
while I write this, his good works have just ceased, 
and he has gone to his reward, after attaining to 
nearly fourscore and ten years. He was the first 
to engage in the occupation of ship-broker in 
Richmond, and pursued it for more than half a 
century; but his charitable offices were of longer 
duration. 

A neighbor of Mr. Rowlett at Rocketta, was 
Biehard Young, City Surveyor, but who did not 
limit his investigations, to the surface of the earth. 
He was an instance of the pursuit of knowledge 
under difBculties. He would have been a Geolo- 
gist, Zoologist, and all the other legists from A. to 
Z., had his education and opportunities favored 
such acquirements. His desire to make them 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



142 RICHMOND IH BY-GOHE DAYS. 

obtEtined for him the title of Philosopher Young. 
His accurate knowledge of the localities of Paris, 
acquired by studying the map, waa remarkable. 
He quitted this sublunary sphere, many years ago, 
hut his widow and her sister, whose lives have been 
devoted to good works, still pursue the occupation 
at an advanced age. The widow though childless, 
has been a mother to many orphans, and her fire- 
side has rarely, if ever been without such an object 
of her benevolence. The father of these ladies 
■waa a steward to General Washington for many 
years, and their early life was spent on the Mount 
Yernon estate. They are probably the only sur- 
vivors of those who lived there cotemporaneoualy 
with that great and good man. I trust they will 
pardon this intrusion on their privacy, but such 
examplca should be commemorated that they may 
be imitated. Mrs. T. saw, in 1860, Rossiter's 
picture of Washington at home, and declared the 
likeness to be excellent. 

The ascent of Church Hill in old times, and 
even lately, could be attained by carriages on only 
one route — the road from Main street directly to 
the church-yard — and even this was "a hard road 
to travel," especially by funeral processions. The 
first time that I ascended it was on the solemn 
occasion of a funeral pageant, a few days after the 
death of Washington, when with other lads I fol- 
lowed at the close. Small aa the population of 
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the city then was, I doubt if a funeral procession 
of greater length has extended along the street 
than on that occasion, except at the funeral of 
Wasiiington's friend and biographer, Judge Mar- 
shall, many years after. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Ambition prevails in every sphere, and although 
it may have no room " to expand itself," will seek 
to be the centre of a circle even of very limited 
circumference. Aspirants for city honors, though 
then devoid of emolument, ■vvere aa ambitious in 
former days as they are in the present. Among 
them was a worthy Irish blacksmith, who by dint 
of perseverance attained to the mayoralty, and his 
administration deserves to be recorded by the pen 
of a Knickerbocker. He was of the genuine 
Irish-Bull breed, but his attainments in puhhc 
speaking fell far short of some modern city ora- 
tors, of the Malaprop and Ramsbottom school, in 
amusing hia hearers. 

Butler's description of his hero, would apply to 
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ours, for Major M. was also captain of militia; 
he was 

" Chief of domestic knigiils and errant, 
Either for ohartel or for irarrant; 
Graat on the heuob, great in the saddla, 
That oauld as well bind o'or as swaddle ; 
Mighty he was in hoth of these, 
Acd atjl'd of war as well as peace. 
But here our anthors make a doubt, 
Whetlier 3ie were more wise or atout ; 
Some hold the one and some the other. 
But bowsoe'er thej make a pother, 
The iliff'renee was so email, his bvain 
Outweighed bis rage but half a grain ; 
WMoh made some take lilm for a tool 
That knaTBs do work with, oall'd a fool. 

He -was a strict constructionist ; and on one 
occasion when applied to by an old woman for a 
search warrant to recover a turkey stolen from 
her, he referred to the magistrate's book of forms, 
in which he could find no mention of turkeys ; hut 
there was a form of a warrant to search for a 
stolen cow. After stating to the old lady the legal 
difficulty, he reflected a while and thus overcame 
it : "I will give you a warrant for a cow, and if in 
searching for a cow you find the turkey, you may 
take possession and bring it and the thief before 
mo." Could Sancho Fanza have been more judi- 
cious ? 

The worthy dignitary, by various similar exer- 
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cises of his judicial futnctioiis, retained and in- 
creased his popularity, not only by administering 
justice, hut hy furnishing amusement to his con- 
stituents. 

I can call to mind a practical joke played on 
him by a facetious member of the municipality, 
■who asserted as a curious fact, that a bottle could 
not be broken in an empty bag. The Mayor 
expressed his disbelief; and after an argument, in 
which various reasons were assigned, pro and eon, 
the result was a bet of a bowl of punch capacious 
enough for all the members of the Common Coun- 
cil, the Mayor being tho champion of fracture. A 
fat Dutch humorist, who lived at the corner oppo- 
site to the market, (where boots, shoes, bread and 
Brandreth's pills, have of late years shod, fed and 
physicked the market folks,) agreed to furnish the 
implements wherewith to decide the wager. 

A large corner-stone, planted to protect the 
sidewalk from cart-wheels, was selected as the 
antagonist to tlio bottle. The winning parties, 
(those who were to quaff the punch,) assembled, 
and a crowd of curious philosophers surrounded 
them. 

Mr. Darmadadt produced the bag and the bottle, 
turned the sack inside out and blew into the bottle, 
to show that all was fair. The bottle was then 
bagged, and the mouth of the bag was securely 
tied. The Mayor seized the sack with both hands, 
13 
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just below the ligature, and swung it as he had 
formerly awung a sledge-hammer. He then 
brought it down with all his might upon the 
atone. The glass rattled and the Mayor ex- 
claimed, "Victory!" but the judges were desired 
to open the bag, when, lo and behold ! it was found 
not empty ; and his honor had to stand the punch 
and the laugh. 

In old times the mnnicipality, consisting of 
Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council, met as 
one body, and there being no City Hall for their 
sessions, they convened in an apartment rented for 
that purpose, in the square south-west of the mar- 
ket bridge, and commanding a view of Manchester 
on the opposite side of the river. 

On one warm summer day the city fathers had 
met in council, and their labors for the public weal 
had rendered them drouthy. In those primitive 
days the practice adopted in New York of eating, 
drinking and smoking at the expense of many 
thousands to their constituents, had not been 
thought of by our unpaid commonalty ; and in 
order to assuage their thirst with some pleasant 
beverage, Michael Ryan, one of the members (an 
author whose works are extinct), proposed a wager 
for a flowing bowl, and in deference to the Mayor 
be oifered to make it with him. The Mayor 
replied, that Mr. Ryan had already played him 
one trick, and he should not catch him again. 
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"But," said Bjan, "if you are sure of winning 
this time, jou'll take me up — and so to give you 
a chance, I will bet you that I can prove from 
your own admission, you are on the other side of 
the river," " I'll take that bet," said his honor, 
The wag, pointing to Manchester, asked if that 
waa not one side of the river. " Certainly," 
replied the mayor. " And is not Kichraond on 
the other side?" "Tea." "Are you not in Rich- 
mond, and consequently on the other side V The 
Mayor was stumped, and ordered the beverage, but 
swore bo would never make another bet. "I'll 
take you a dozen of porter on that," said Ryan. 
"Done!" cried the excited Mayor, and no sooner 
said than done he was, 

Joseph Darmsdadt, one of the actora in the 
scene, was as well known for many years aa the 
market square on which he lived. He was, aa his 
name imports, a Hessian, and came to this country 
as a sutler, with the troops that were sold by their 
prince, at so much per head, to fight the battles of 
despotism. It was, no doubt, a fortunate arrange- 
ment for those of the mercenary troops who, like 
Mr. Darmadadt, escaping the perils of war and the 
clutches of their prince, obtained freedom in the 
land they were sent to enslave. 

Our Hessian citizen established bimself in Rich- 
mond, not long after he had renounced hia foreign 
allegiance. He was a shrewd man, and the valley 
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beyond the Blue Etdge being settled by Germans, 
his knowledge of the language enabled liim to 
attract the custom of the farmers, who drove their 
Tragona to Bichmond, laden with the products of 
the 5airy, the mill, the forest and the chase. 

The social disposition of Mr. Darmada,dt brought 
him into society, even tho best. His own enter- 
tainments were given daily. , Almost all our citi- 
zens, in those days, went early to market, to fur- 
nish their larders ; and Mr. D. would have a large 
coffee-pot before his fire-place, of tho contents of 
which, prepared by himself, many of his friends, 
judges, lawyers, doctors and merchants, partook, 
whenever they were so inclined— particularly on 
wet or cold mornings ; and here the chit-chat of 
the day was first heard, and much news was circu- 
lated from this social coffee-house. Its proprietor 
retained it and its customers some thirty or forty 
years, until his death. In his will, written by him- 
self and spelled as he pronoQnced, ho left $5500 
to charitable objects, including female friends who 
were in indigent circumstances, regretting he could 
not leave more in consequence of the depreciation 
of property in 1818. The rest of his estate he 
bequeathed to German relatives. 

To recur to the subject of this chapter — the 
Worshipful Mayor — his first administration was 
marked by a distinguished honor, which he seems 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



THE MAYOK. 149 

to have borne well, as the following record will 
show, and it merits preservation : 

HovBMBEB 20tli, 1781.— Last Sunday, in the afteraoon, 
came to tbia city, his Eioelleucy General Ooorge Wiisiilngton, 
Esq. The next day was ushored io with the disoharge of 
thirteen cannon, whea eTery countenanoa showed the most 
lieart-felt gladness on eoeing our illustrious and beloved 
General in the Capital of the State, and in the .bosom of 
peace. In the STening, the city was iOuminatecl and every 
demonstration of joy was shown on the pleasing occasioii. 

On Thursday, the merchants of this city gave aa elegant 
dinner to hia Esoellenoy, General "(Vashlngton ; the same day, 
came from Boston, the Marquis de 1ft Fayette, accompanied 
with Captain Granshaw, of the nayy of his most Christian 
Majesty, and the Chevalier Carnraan. 

Tho two Houses of Assembly appointed committeas to ivait 
upon hia Excellency and the Marquis de la Fayattc, who seve- 
rally addressed them. 

Last night, the corporation of this city gave an elegant ball 
in honor to our illuatriona and much beloved viaitor. General 
Waahington. 

On Monday, the corporation of this city waited on Ma Ei- 
ooUenoy, and presented him with the following address: 
" To Gboeqb Washibotoh, &q., late Oommander-in-Chii/o/ the 
American Army : 

" Sir — Actuated by every sentiment which can inspire a 
grateful people, the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermon and Common 
CouBCilmen of the city of Richmond, embrace thia long wished 
for opportunity of oougratnlating you on your return to the 
bosom of pcaeo and retirement in your native oonntry, after so 
many years honorably spent amidst the toils and turmoils of 
war, which, through the smiles of Heaven on yonr esortiona, 
has been productive of liberty, glory and indepeudenoe io our 
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" On seeing you, sir, in this oity, we fael all that mea can 
feel, nho are indebted to you for every aooial enjoyment, and 
wlio are deeply impressed with a conyiotion that, if the lata illus- 
trious leader of the nrmiea of Amerioei, had not only possessed, 
bat exercised every talent and every virtue, which can dignify 
the hero and the patiiot, we might not at this day have dared 
to speak the language of free-born citiieus, nor would we have 
seen commerce and navigation, with their fruitful train, libe- 
rated from their shacliles, inviting the inhabitants of distant 
nations to seek an ssylum and residence among ug. 

"When in the review of a few years, we behold you, not only 
forming soldiers, but also teaching to conquer; when we con- 
template that prudence, courage, and magnanimity which, sur- 
mounting every difSoulty, regardless of every danger, and con- 
temning every reward, eioites not only the veneration of your 
country, but even couimanded the admiration and applause of 
Jour enemies, and spread the fame of America to the remotest 
comer of the world, giving her rank and consequence among 
the liingdoms of the earth ; and when we thiuk what we might 
have been if Washington had not existed, our hearts expand 
with emotion too strong for utterance ] and we can only pray 
that the Supreme Giver of all victory may crown you with his 
choicest blossinga here, and never- failing glory hereafter. 

" Signed by order nnd on behalf of the Common Hall. 

" EoBEKT Mitchell, Mayor." 

" To the Worshipful the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, arid Common 
Council of the City of Richmor\d: 

"Gentlsjisb — I derive great honor from your congratulatory 
addrcs', the language of which is too flattering not to have 
excited my utmost gi alitudo 

"To the imiles of Heaven, to a virtuous and gallant army, 
and to the exertions ot my fell ow-citii ens of the Union, {not 
to superior talents of mine) are to be airiibed the blessings 
of that liberty, independence, and [ eace, ot which we are now 
in the enjoyment. 
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"Whilst these tLro nfforded J h 1 t th d t 

anoe, it mnst be our own faiil J J w d t m k 
productive of a, rich and ijl h t d 

national honor and glory wli li h Id b h t t 
rising empire. 

" That this growing cily ri j y th b fit wh 

to he derived from them in h f 11 t t— th t 

improve suoh of the adra t g h fit 

heetowed, and that it may B I k I m tl 

the Union for population, oomm d w 1 li mj 

and ferrent nisb. 

" Geokge WashinQ] 



CHAPTER X. 

THE :iAY-SOALE WAR. 

Scarcely any country or any community, how- 
over peaceably disposed and howevev well gov- 
erned, can be always free from domestic feuds and 
internal commotions. 

In the beginning of the present century, a dan- 
gerous feud arose in the city of Richmond, which 
threatened dismemberment or civil commotion, 
or as one of our most distinguished poets expresses 
it in prose, " Where a difficulty in the pariah 
fleemed to announce the end of the world ! " The 
origin of the controversy was no less important 
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than the locating the first hat/scale erected in the 
city. As such a machine was considered beyond 
the skill of any American mechanic to construct, 
it was ordered from England, and on its arrival, the 
question arose, what part of the city should be 
honored by its erection therein ? 

Each claimed the preference, and three parties 
were formed — the Greeks on the east, the Shochoes 
on the north, and an interniediate one, which I 
shall call the Carians. The discussions in and 
out of the Council waxed warmer at each renewal, 
until at last, as a rhymester of the day described it, 

"TliB contest higii and iiiglier rose, 
Until from worda thej got to lilows, 
As nrguments of greatest stress 
That citfier party could espress." 

The newspapers were resorted to, and squihs and 
even epigrams, or attempts at them, were penned 
on the occasion. Such was the excitement that 
one party, fearing a defeat, and preferring, like 
the Caar, destruction to disgrace, threatened to 
throw the scales into the river. 

At length the James River Company fortu- 
nately threw a sop to this Cerberus, by offering ei 
piece of ground for tho erection of the scales on 
Gary street near the Basin, then nearly com- 
pleted, and also offered to boar a part of the 
expense, on condition that the Company might 
have the use. of the scaies, when not otherwise 
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employed. Not the first time tliat the scales of 
justice were influenced by interested motives. 

The Creek nation and the Shockoea had to suc- 
cumb, and the city waa saved. The flow of ink 
ceased, and that of blood was averted. 

The scales yet retain their position, and the only 
ohjection to it waa discovered too late — to wit, that 
the ascent to the platform, and the restricted 
limits of approach to it were such, that wagona 
laden with hay found great difliculty in reaching 
it, and it fell into diauae. 

The defeated nations obtained their triumphs in 
turn. Each waa honored with an independent 
hay-scale, and the Carians retain the empty honor 
of an empty platform. 

How many wars originate from causes almost as 
puerile, and terminate in as little benefit to the 
victor and aa little injury to the vanquished ! 
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CHAPTER XI. 

TWO PARSONS AND Kg'EB A CHURCH, 

"Bcliold, how good and how pleasant it ia for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!" 

It ia a remarkable fact that Richmond was with- 
out a church of anj denomination in the early part 
of the present century, and previously, except the 
venerable old fariah church of iSt. John's, oa 
Church Hill, where religious service was performed 
before the Revolution, and where the first burst 
of political regeneration was uttered by Patrick 
Henry, in the emphatic words, " Give me liberty 
OR GIVE MB death!" — and almost at the moment 
that I write the words (August, 1855), there is 
being elevated on the Capitol Square the splendid 
statue of that orator, by Crawford, represented in 
the very act of uttering worda even more memora- 
ble, as being the grand outburst of the spirit of 
Liberty, personified by Henry at the age of 29, 
■when after the passage of the stamp act, he elec- 
trified the House of Burgesses in 1765, with the 
grand peroration, "Csesarhad his Erutus, Charles 
Lia Cromwell, and George the Third" — the cry of 
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"Treason! Treason!" iaterrupted him for an 
instant — and lie added — "may profit by their 
example — if this he treason, make the most of it." 
Such an occasion justified the impassioned repre- 
sentation of the orator by the sculptor — a work des- 
tined, if others were wanting, to immortalize both. 

The use of the old church hy the apostles of 
liberty was not considered a desecration, except by 
those who advocated a union of Church and State, 
and adored monarcby in the infallible person of 
George III. The liberty invoked here was be- 
sought with the aid and blessing of Heaven, and it 
was granted and has been perpetuated. How dif- 
ferent was the spurious imitation in I'rance, where 
religion was abolished and infidelity proclaimed; 
where a sort of heathen worship was adopted, by 
personifying Liberty as a goddess, who proved her 
title by permitting to her worshippers all sorts of 
freedom — a Liberty that did not survive the cour- 
tezan who personated her. 

The only otl^er building erected for religious 
worship, at - the time first adverted to, was the 
Quaker Meeting-house, yet standing on Gary and 
Nineteenth streets, but in rather a dilapidated con- 
dition;* the number .of members of that society, 

* A few flaja after the the puMcatioa of the let edition of 
this book, tlie Spirit or the book moved some liberal Friends to 
repair tlie house and also tbo it^11 aroand the burial ground 
and grass piat, wbioh was gradually falling into the street. 
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once large, being much dimiiaished. Some thirty 
odd years ago there was a great exodus of them 
from Southampton and other counties, to the West. 
They carried to Ohio the art of curing bacon — but 
I have wandered from my text.* 

Other religious denominations had occasional 
places of worship only, for occasional preachers — 
mere barns, where no regular weekly service was 
performed, 

But this lack of churches in Richmond gave rise 
to a beautiful illustration of Christian love and 
union. 

The population of Church Hill was then very 
eparse, consisting of only a few families, and the 
distance to the old church, from that part of the 
city where it was comparatively dense, was too 
great for worshippers to attend, especially in the 
condition of the unpaved streets in those days. 
The hall of the House of Delegates was the only 
apartment in the city sufficiently spacious for a 

* Such wa.9 the Hpirit of intolerance iu Virginia in former 
iJajs, that, in 1668, a Goe of five thousand pounds of tobacco was 
incurred by any Bhip-maater who should bring Quakers to reside 
in the Colony, and the same fiue by any person ivho shoald 
entertain a Quaker in or near his honss to preach or teach. 
It is the more remarkable that (he number of Quakei-s in 
Virginia should have become so large, but persecntica acts per- 
haps like the pressure on a spring, and inereasea tbe re-action. 

The Colony of North Carolina offered an asylum to the 
Qnakera and other diaseoters expelled from Virginia. 
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place of worship, anfl to this purpose it waa de- 
voted on the Sabbath. 

But there were two ministors of different de- 
nominations, with each a congregation, and only 
one hall for worship. Parson Buchanan was an 
Episcopalian, Parson Blair a Presbyterian. Which 
one should claim the pulpit? Ho who had the 
largest congregation, "^er he who had most influence 
with the Executive and Legislature? The two 
parsons did not test the question. The fraternal 
appellation which each gave to the other was based, 
on real brotherly love. 

On each alternate Sunday, the one and the other 
occupied the movable pulpit, which disappeared on 
week days, and such was the spirit of tolerance aud 
liberality which the example of the pastors had 
inspired in their congregations, that the same in- 
dividuals formed a large portion of the worshippers 
on every Sabbath. 

These two clergymen were beloved throughout 
the community for their many virtues. They were 
not ascetics, but liked to see their flocks gay and 
happy, and to promote and to partake of such feel- 
ings within proper bounds. Each possessed a fund 
of wit, and was liberal in expending it. The 
humorous poetical sallies of each, usually addressed 
to the other, caused many a smile to be wreathed. 
But I have something to record of these clerical 
14 
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brethren which shows their characters in a more 
beautiful light. 

Mr. Buchanan was a bachelor, and bj the death 
of a brother inherited a competency, Mr. Elair 
was a married man, dependent on his parishioners 
and on his school for the support of a large facoily. 
Probably by some logical argument, on a witty 
basis, Mr. Buchanan proved that Mr. Elair was 
entitled to all the clerical fees of both. If not log- 
jciilly, he carried his point practica-lly, and no 
Episcopal couple were Tuarried, nor an Episcopal 
child christened, that the fee, if any was forthcom- 
ing, did not help to expand the slim purse of tbe 
Presbyterian brother. 

On one occasion, Mr. Buchanan played a joke 
on Mr. Blair, in tbia wise: A gentleman had en- 
gaged Mr. Buchanan to perform the marriage ser- 
vice in the country, some twenty or thirty miles 
distant, but omitted to provide a conveyance for 
him. At the appointed time Mr. Buchanan hired 
a carriage for two days, made the outward journey, 
and made the twain one — partook of the wedding 
supper, and no doubt enlivened it. On the next 
day, as he gave the couple his parting benediction, 
the bridegroom slipped into bis hand a rather heavy 
rouleau. 

The kind-hearted parson inwardly chuckled at 
tho hitndaomc fee he had earned for his brother. 
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He W!i3 nnxioua to unroll the paper, expecting to 
find ten half joes enveloped, but he, res trained hia 
impatience until out of sight of the wedding folks ; 
then, to his surprise and disappointment, he discov- 
ered ten half dollars ! Vexation could not long 
retain its place with him, and soon gave way to the 
opposite feeling. He determined, if he could not 
put a fee into Mr. Blair's pocket, ho would get 
some fun out of him. So, on his return home, he 
drew out a regular. account thus: 

The Eev. J. D, Bi.Am, 

To the Rev. J. BuoHANa.K. 
To hire of a oan-mge two days, at $5, - - - - $10 
To borse-leeil and other expeosea to anci fro, - - 3 

-SIS 

By wedding feo received from Mr, , - . - 6 

Balaiica iSuG ta J. Buohaiiaa, - - . . $8 

The memory of these good men is enshrined in 
the hearts of their survivors. 

A contemporary of these Reverend gentlemen 
was the Abb^ Dubois, a, Catholic Priest of talent 
and distinction, and, like them, free from intoler- 
ance, so that they enjoyed each other's society. 
The Abb^ escaped from France during the reign of 
terror, and came to Richmond at the close of tko 
last or early in the present century. He obtained 
permission to perform the services of his church in 
the court-room of the Capitol — -the present Senate 
Chamber — on the opposite side of the hall to that 
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in whicli his Episcopal and Presbyterian friends 
officiated. 

The Ahb^ taught a French class in Harris's 
school, and also gave lessons to a select few at his 
own residence, in the small wooden-house ■which is 
supplanted hy the new Cuatom-hoijse and Post- 
office. When the Abb^ left Richmond, a farewell 
supper was given to him by a brother teacher, Mr. 
Dunn, at which his clerical friends were among the 
guests. He closed his career, years afterwards, as 
Catholic Bishop of New York. One of his pupils, 
now almost an octogenarian, to whom I am indebted 
for this, speaks of him as a learned, accomplished 
and amiable man. 

Tile humble residence of Mr. Elair yet stands at 
the north-west corner of Leigh and Seventh. The 
not less simple one of Mr. Buchanan, at the north- 
east end of Mayo's Bridge, has disappeared. 

Sineo those primitive times, I have seen many 
churches built, and many of them converted into 
tobacco factories, bakeries, concert halls, dwellings, 
&c., but only to be substituted by larger and better 
edifices, and now Richmond contains as many and 
as handsome places of worship as any city of its 
size. 

Within the last two or throe years, in w"alking 
round little more than a square (now sub-divided), 
one would pass these various places of worship — a 
CampbelHte (Disciples), a Baptist, an Episcopalian, 
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an African Baptist, an Unitaria,n, a Methodist 
Episcopal, and a Presbyterian churcli, and a Syna- 
gogue. 

It may be interesting, for future reference, to 
enumerate the places of worship in Richmond, and 
their pastors at the present time — May, 1860. 

EpiSOOPAt,— Si. .Tb/in'j.— Gvaoe oncl 25tli street, Cliarch Hiil, 

Rev. J. T. Points, pastor. 
Mon.umenlal.—Broa<\, below 12tb. Rev. Geo. WootJbriiJge, D. D. 
St. James. — Marshall and 5lh, Rev. Joshun Peterkin, pastor. 
St. PhuZ's,— Corner of Grace and 9tli, Eov. Charles Miune- 

gerode, D. D. 
Grotw.— Comer Main and Fousheo, Rev. F. Bftker. 
BAprisr.—.ffrj!,— Broad aniJ 12tli, Rev. J. L. Burrows, D. D. 
^BMnd.—Comer Main and 6tb, Rev. L. W. Seeley. 
Grace Siree(.— Grace and Fouabee, Rev. J. B. Jeler, D. D. 
Lfigh Sti-Bci.— Leigh and 25tli, Cburch Hill, Rev, E. J. Willis. 
Oregon. — Oregon Hill. 

F^ai 4?h'con,— Broad and College, Kev. Robert Rj-land. 
Second African— Byrd, belween 1st and 2d. 
Third 4ftieffn.— Leigb, near Brook ftveniie. 
Mbthobibi Episcof Ah.— Trinity. — Fraaklin, east of 14tb atroet. 

Rev. J. D. Blackweil; aboat to be transferred to corner of 

Broad and 20th. 
CenienaTj/.—Gysco, near 6th, Rev. W. H. Wbeelwright. 
Broad Slreet. — Broad and lOtb, Eev. Jas. A. Duncan, pastor. 
Clay Street. — Clay and Adama, Rev. J. J. Waggener. 
Union Blatioii.—2itb atreet. Union Hill, Eev. W". W, Bennett. 
Oregon Chapel. — Oregon Hill. 

Wmley ChapeL—nth, near Ven able. Rev. Mr. Bellman. 
Si^ey Chapel. — Bidaey, Eey. J. M. Saunders. 
Rockell'a Ohopel. — Rockett'e, Rev. Mr. Bellman. 
African Meihodui. — Sii, between Leigh and Joekson, Rov. G. 

W. Nclley. 
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iVsf.— Capitol and lOth, Rov. T. V. Moore, 
D. D. 
Second.— 6th, near Main, Rer, M. D. Hoge, D. D. 
Uioled.—Coraei- Franklin and 8lb, ReT. C. H. Read, D. D. 
Thii-d.—CijrD<!r Broad and 25lb, Rev. Mr. Mitchell. 
Duvol OinpeZ.— Comer Dural and Adams, Rev. J. J. Mo- 
Malion. 
Roman Catbolic.^5(. Feler's Cathedral. — Corner Grace and 
8th, Rigiit Rev. John McGill, asEisted by Rev. J. Teeling, 
D. D,. and Rev, J, Brady. 
St. JCory's.— (German.)— MatBliRll. near 4th, Rot. Jus. Folk. 
iVsa-.— Not coBSBorated, Church Hill. 
Hebrhw SYNAQoauBS. — Kaat Kadoah Beth Shalom e. — (Holy 
house of Peace.) — Mayo street, Mr. Geo. Jacobs render. 
Kaal Kadosh Beth Ahiba (Holy bouse of Love). —(Gorman.) 
llth, near Marsball, Eev. M. J. Miohelbacher mioister. 
Society of Fbiekds. — Corner Carj and ]9th. 
DisoirLES. — Sycamore Church. — llth, near Marshall, Rev. W. 

J. Pattigrew. 
Univessalist. — Mnyo street. Ret, Mr. Shriglej. 
QEEMAii LnTHEEAN. — Gth, abovfl Jaokaon, Rev. Mr. Hoyer. 

Evangelical Littheban Bethlehtm.—'&eivieea. Clay and Leigh, 

Rev. Mr. Gross. 

fl^" This obapter otimmenCBii with " ne'er a churoh," it con- 
olucJes with □earlj forty. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

CEMETERIES. 



Tub old church-yard of St. John'a has been 
fully tenanted for a, number of years, and its 
tombstones are memorials of many worthies, ivhose 
names might else have passed from the present 
generation. After au absence of some fifteen or 
twenty years, I re-visited it, and obtained the mel- 
ancholy recognition of the names of more of my 
old friends and acquaintances, inscribed on the 
tombstonea, than I found on the door-plates and 
sign-boards of the living generation. It recalled 
"the memory of past joys, pleasant but mournful 
to the soul," 

This sacred spot has not been exempt from the 
barbarous desecration of the idle and worthless. 
The perpetration of such sacrilegious mischief is 
one of the most disgraceful traits of the basest 
characters. Tombs have been mutilated, if not 
destroyed, but many of them have mouldered or 
toppled over from neglect. One of the oldest, 
however, dated 1T51, almost coeval with the 
church, remains unimpaired, except being cracked 
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by tbe fall of a tree, and its preservation i 
tended with some mystery. It covers the r 
of the Kev. Mr. Rose, the worthy granclsire of a 
worthy grand-daughter, the wife and widow of 
Gov. Pleasants, and who lias recently followed 
them to the tomb. 

This ancient cemetery has been much neglected 
of late years, and looks as though the present 
generation had other occupation than to think of 
the past, but the mysterious preservation of the 
tomb of Mr. Rose, shows that there was a remnant 
of "Old Mortality" that loved his memory. His 
tombstone was repaired from the effects of time 
and of the elements, at regular intervals and hy 
unseen hands, until within the last few years, when 
probably a tombstone covers those kind hands. 
In my boyhood, the Sexton of this old and only 
cemetery, was a woman, Mrs. Bowers by name, 
and well stricken in years. Her sons were her 
assistants. She was a Meg Merrilies in bone and 
muscle, and several times have I seen her, waist 
or shoulder deep in the earth, apparelled in loose 
trousers. As she was out of bloom, her motive for 
wearing the garment could not be impeached— 
as she was a widow, her husband could not com- 
plain of the usurpation, and she was one of the few 
instances of the justifiable assumption of them. 

A second general cemetery called Shockoe Hili, 
near the Poor-house, has been filled and extended, 
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and a third, "the Hollywood," ia now being ten- 
anted; and it is, or will be, the most heautiful 
Necropolis anywhere to be found. Nature has 
done her part in hills, valleys, rivulets, and ivooda, 
and Art has embellished, without rendering formal, 
the beauties of Nature. The landscape embraces 
every variety — forest and placid stream, hills 
crowned with woods, or with steeples, shaded 
valleys and blazing furnaces, bridges, on which 
railroad vehicles are moving sixty feet in the 
air, and, almost beneath your feet, boats gliding 
on the graceful curve of a broad canal. In the 
distance, vast flour-miUs and factories, and beyond 
them the vessels to be laden with their products; 
the perspective closing with cultivated fields, whose 
grain serves partly to supply those mills. 

May the spirits of those whose mortal remains 
repose in this earthly resting-place, look down on it 
from a heavenly one ! 

[P. S. — The Oakwood Cemetery, at the eastern 
end of the city, ia now receiving its first uncon- 
scious tenants — 1858. 

A Roman Catholic Cemetery has recently been 
established near the city, on the Mechanicsville 
road. 

The Hebrew burial ground adjoins that of 
Shoekoe Hill, mentioned above.] 
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CHArTER XIII. 



CITIZENS OF 



" Honor and BLame from no condition 
Act well your part, there all the hoc 



Mk. Rose, the jailor, and others -whom I will intro- 
duce, illustrated the truth of these lines. He flour- 
ished at the close of the last and early in the 
present century. In his full suit of black, including 
shorts and hose, which well suited his tall and dig- 
nified figure, one would rather suppose that he had 
charge of a church than of a jail. He was a 
worthy and kind-hearted gentleman, whose society 
and that of his family was as highly prized as if 
he was master of a palace instead of a prison. 

His house, which stood on the present open 
space in front of the County Court-house (which 
occupies the sito of the old jail), was not attractive 
externally, and the stronghold in the rear of it, 
called by its occupants Rose's Brig, had still Jess 
outward charms, and certainly none within ; but it, 
like the dwelling, had many visitors, though not 
voluntary ones. Their condition, however, was ren- 
dered as comfortable as was compatible with the 
duty of their custodian. 
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Rose's Brig (erroneously called Jug in the 1st 
edition) obtained its name thus : A sailor, who was 
imprisoned there, said to Mr. Rose that he could 
paint pictures, and if he had the canvas and other 
materials, he would paint one for Mr, R. The 
Bailor's offer was accepted, and the picture of a 
brig in full eaii was gradually developed on the 
canvas, tacked to the wall. 

One morning, when Mr. Rose called to see the 
imprisoned artist, he was not visible, and on raising 
the canvas, which waa partly UDtacked, a port hole 
in the wall was disclosed, out of which the sailor 
had discharged himself, and the name of the vessel 
was transferred to the prison. 

I have introduced the worthy Mr. Rose, .as the 
precursor of his son-in-law, under whose rod and 
ferule I advanced in Dilworth as far as words of 
two syllables, and I now beg leave to introduce His 
Honor, the Most Worshipful ******* ***** 
************ *^^ ygj.y ]Qj,g name for a very 
short man ; but though short in stature, Mr. * * * * 
********* was not a man to be ovel-looliod. 
He came from some unpronounceable place in 
Wales, and had served on board a British man- 
of-war at the seige of Gibraltar by Spain. That 
was the only datum by which to calculate his age, 
which he never disclosed, and time did not betray 
it ; a score of years scarcely made any impression 
on his appearance, and gray hairs could not betray 
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liim, for no locks of any color decorated Iiis expan- 
sive bald pate. Tired of naval gunnery in tho Old 
"World, he sought " to teach the young idea how to 
shoot" in the New. What vicissitudes intervened 
between his avocations as powder-monkey and ped- 
agogue, I cannot say, but in the latter he served 
many years, acquiring in it both cash and credit. 
He descended from this magisterial bench, to as- 
cend a more lofty one, but of this presently. He 
changed, but did not abandon his literary occupa- 
tions. Instead of usitiff school books, he vended 
them; nor did he contract his sphere within the 
bounds of spelling books and arithmetics. Lit- 
erature in general, music and book-binding came 
within his scope. City honors awaited him ; and, 
by gradual advances, he attained to the office of 
Mayor, which he filled with much dignity. He also 
became Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
"Virginia. Mr. ************* ^^a a patron of the 
fine arts, and more especially of music. He was 
one of the founders of the Musical Society that 
held its regular concerts at Tanbark Sail ; a:nd on 
these occasions, it may be truly said, 

" with aoae aud ohin Le Ijgufed in ;" 

for those features were in him exceedingly promi- 
nent, and as, like most short men, he held his head 
exceedingly high, he could not be otherwise than 
conspicuous among the harmonious band, as was his 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



CITIZENS DP TORE. 169 

bass-viol, even taller than himself. This society 
contained several other members in strong contrast 
to each other, whose faces and figures, and ec:^tatic 
gestures, would havo furnished a group worthy of 
the pencil of Hogarth. 

jjj,_ ****;(-*******« ^^^^ ^ good and charitable, 
though not a pious man. Of his deficiency in the 
latter respect I would hesitate to speak, bad he not 
given the cue, by telling a story on himself. 
Horsemanship was not his forte, nor couid he be 
expected to excel in that amongst his other accom- 
plishments. Very short legs, a seafaring life, and 
that of a dominie, were not favorable to the acquire- 
ment of equestrian skill. On one occasion, when in 
the saddle, his steed got the whip-hand of him ; and, 
fearing a fatal result, he attempted to offer up a 
prayer, but the only one he could recollect was the 
first he bad learned ; and he poured forth — 

"Kow I lay mc down to sleep." 
^l^ ************* fj love to behold the con- 
atell&Hon of his name, which I do not breathe, tho' 
it sleeps not in the shade) retained on the bench of 
justice the magisterial air he had acquired at the 
tutor's desli:, and in every situation preserved his 
dignity, whether at tbe festive board, the whist 
table, or the music stand. He literally shone in 
every station that he occupied ; his capacious bald 
head reflecting the light in all directions, like a 
15 
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halo. He ^leA, full of years atiii full of honors, in 
the year 1837. His last good work was to influ- 
ence the establifihmeot of the first Savings Bank 
in Richmond. 

wooden building now remaining of the oUkti time, 
already described, on the south side of West Main 
street; it stands at the corner of Fourteenth, or 
Pearl street, [Moek Pearl. I dislike these bor- 
rowed names, that impress one with the insignifi- 
cance of the object, compared with its patronjme. 
Astor House, for instance — dimensions, 20 by 36 — 
and Wall street. Bah !) In connection with Mr. 
*****»*******'g {,oq]j gtore, I am reminded of an 
humbler, but, in one sense of the word, a much 
grmUr personage, whose station was under His 
Honor, the Mayor, though not an official one. 

Fat Nancy, the apple-woman, filled the cellar 
door under his Worship's shop window. There she 
displayed all fruits in iheir season ; tho black Po- 
mona of the street, of which she had the monopoly, 
except so far as her claim was disputed (I should 
say, infringed upon) by a peripatetic vender. Bob 
Hummins \>y name; but as Bob had only one arm, 
he did not venture to dispute Nancy's supremacy, 
and kept out of reach of her tongue. If scolding 
could have tried down Nancy's fat, the schoolboys 
■would have reduced her to a shadow; for, as some 
three hundred or more pounds of flesh obstructed 
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her locomotion, the boys stole her apples with- 
out fear of arrest (unless by the Mayor, and it 
TVas beneath his dignity to interpose) and thus 
they kept Nancy's scolding faculties ia conitant 
exercise.* 

Another resident of the same square paasea before 
ir.y mind's eyo. Previous to the Corsican invasion of 
confectioners, the dispensers of sugar plums had ap- 
peared but singly, and in the days I write of, the 
incumbent waa a Trenchman, who bore the eupho- 
nious and aylvau name of Aubiu de Li Foret. In- 
stead of the brilliant shops and saloons which now 
tempt not only the children, but their parents, with 
ices, jellies, fruits, and all sorts of bonbons and cor- 
dials, Laforet exhibited, among various less refined 
comestibles (not meaning that his candies were hi j;hly 
refined), a dozen jars of confeecionery, and these 
did not require very frequent replenbhing. Tempta- 
tion has, of late years, i^aused many a sweet tooth 
to he cut, and, perhaps, to be extracted. Few 



* It is urged tLat I dill iujiisliae to one of my most conapiu- 
110113 pBrson.iges, anJ to tbe i-ising genai-atioii, by suppressing 
his name in the Srat edition. Tliere is no good reason fop con- 
cealing it, for tlie possessor was not aaliaioBd of it, iior of any 
thing attached to it. 

I will tiow, therefore, let theitars pale before the bright name 
of William Henry Fitzwliyllaon, We may thus confer mutual 
honor. I seek to iniinortalize his name, which will immortalize 
my book, and we may shiuo tugetber like Gemini the second i 
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could compete with the Forrester for the palm of 
ugliness. To look at him and at his sign, you 
would be apt to think it a misnomer — so little wero 
the man and tho name adapted to each other. His 
nose would have been very prominent, but that it 
was turned hard- a- starboard, which probably saved 
it from running afoul of other objects. His legs 
were mismatched, one being exceedingly bowed, 
which gave him a lee lurch in walking. Ilia eyes 
stood so prominently out of his head that one 
might suppose he could see in all directions at 
once, and hia complexion vied in hue and wrinkles 
with hia own dried figs. But, with all this lack of 
" personal pulchritude," (as Mr. Kootes termed 
beauty,) Mr. Laforest, as he was usually called, 
was a worthy, honest and industrious man, and his 
children inherited, with his good name, something 
better than his figure and hia features. 

Among the singular characters of by-gone days, 
the tall, stiif and formal figure of Mons. Joseph 
Bonnardel rises before my mind's eye. This old 
gent'oinan (I cannot say citizen) was of the 
"anci^n regime" of France, and when that was 
upset he could no longer remain. The court cos- 
tume which he wore, and probably the only kind 
he possessed, indicated that he had known better 
days. 

His ante-revolutionary suits were of costly ma- 
terials, and of the fashion of the times of Louis 
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XVI, His dress was a stiff stock of silk or cam- 
bric, fastened behind with a large buckle set in 
paste or other brilliant imitation of precious stones; 
this shone conspicuously above the vest and coat, 
the collars of which were extremely low, and tbis 
stock was on extra occasions ornamented in front 
with lace falls. His vest, of figured brocade, was 
extremely ample, with flaps to the pockets, and 
extended below his hipa, garnished with many 
buttons in the centre of each of which glistened a 
brilliant of properly adapted hue. His coat, on 
some occasions of purple, or of snnff-colored silk 
velvet, and on others of a lighter silken material, 
was of grand proportions, the large buttons deco- 
rated like those of the vest, and with pocketa of 
huge dimensions. His small clothes were of black 
satin, with elaborate knee buckles, his hose of silk, 
and his shoes stout, with high vamps and large 
buckles. He wore his hair, which was black sil- 
vered with gray, combed back from his forehead 
and temples (like the ladies of to-day), and gath- 
ered behind in a clubbed queue. His highly deco- 
rated gold snuff-box and cane were passports of 
gentility, as well as certificates of date, 

Mr. Eonnardel's appearance (Frenchman though 
he was) was that of an animated automaton; every 
movement was as stiff and angular as if operated 
by machinery, and his manner of speaking was as 
alow and formal as were his motions and figure — 
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for the gearing that worked all this machine was 
of tardy movement ; misfortune had probably 
injured its springs. The old gentleman, for gen- 
tleman he was, was very poor, and supported him- 
self by giving private lessons in French, at a time 
when scholars were few. He lived in a small 
wooden house, one story and an attic, with a pecu- 
liar looking porch in front, yet standing on Gfrace 
street west of Fourth, with tall stumps of mul- 
berry trees in front.* In this house he lived, 
"solitary and alone," for many years, with no 
domestic help, and but few domestic comforts — 
but his apartment was neat and clean, though 
little encumbered with furniture. Mr. B. pre- 
served every article of his wardrobe, however 
much worn, which he had brought from la belle 
France. Paper boxes contained stockings innu- 
merable, much dilapidated, which, perhaps, he 
intended to re-establish on a new footing; others 
with various garments and various articles edible 
or useless, and each carefully labeled — on one 
was seen "Eas de soie sans pieds." 

The poor old man fe!c sometimes the cravings 
of hunger, which, perhaps, he had not means to 
appease, for he was too proud to ask assistance, 
even if he required it, and his appetite was of 

* Demulished iu 1859, lis iii-iMnost of the old bmldinga noted 
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the insatiaMe kind. "When hy chance dinner was 
announced at tbe house where he was giving a 
lesson and he was invited to a seat at the table, 
the stowage he made would indicate that he was 
laying in provisions for an East India voyage. 

Mr. Bonnardel was afflicted — I ought to say 
blessed — with an idiosyncracy which age did not 
abate. He was not only very susceptible of the 
tender passion himself, but he imagined, and wa9 
rendered happy in the idea, that every hand- 
some pupil, who was old enough to discern his 
merits, was in love with him ; and bis greatest 
concern was, lest his devotion to any one of his 
admirers should break the hearts of the others, 
The old man rather lived to bvc, than loved to live- 
Some of my grandma readers, nay, even some 
of the most youthful £freat-grandmaa, may have 
been pupils of Mr. Bonnardel, and may remember 
his gallantry, though they have outlived the tender 
passion he inspired. 

Let no one misconceive me so much as to think 
that I have introduced this old gentleman or others 
as subjects of ridicule. I can sympathize with a 
worthy man, however impoverished he may be, 
and whatever may be his innocent peculiarities, 
Dotage itself should be respected, when preceded 
by a life of utility and integrity. 

With so successful an example before me as 
Hone's Table-Book, I may venture to introduce a 
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few more of the individuals, not of every day life, 
interspersed among our population in the olden 
time. 

In my boyhood one of the moat conspicuous, 
and in one sense of the word, the greatest man of 
his clay, was Major Willis, (more properly Maxi- 
raws), but commonly called Jack Willis, an en- 
larged edition of FalstafF, whose belt would 
have fallen far short of encircling Willis. He 
was not only a I"alstaff in the flesh, but also in 
the spirit, like him witty and living by his wits, 
Wc do not reckon flesh by the stone as in England, 
or I might say fat Jack would have counterpoised 
forty stone. His tailor used to hand him one end 
of the measuring tape and revolve around him with 
the other, till he had accomplished his circumfer- 
ence. Had Major Willis lived to a fat old age, 
he might, hke Falstaff, have had a prince for his 
crony and rollicking companion ; nay more, the 
princQ might have called him " Nuncle," for 
prince Achille Murat, son of the king of Naples, 
married Willis's niece, a lady of great beauty; but 
WiUis did not hve to see the marriage, nor did 
Achille, to see the restoration of the Napoleon 
dynasty in the person of his cousin. 

Achille's brother, Joachim, also married an 
American lady, and they are now (1856) flourish- 
ing in Paris as members of the Imperial family ; 
Eotne fifteen years ago, his glorious republican wife 
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toiled, woman-like, to support her ci-devant princely 
husband in inglorious idleness, in the vicinity of 
his royal uncle Joseph, ei-devant king of Spain, at 
his seat (not throne) on the Delaware. A niece of 
the writer was a pupil in the boarding-school of 
that lady at Bordentown, New Jersey. Such are 
the vicissitudes of fortune ! 

Eut dazzled by regal splendor, I have lost sight 
of "my fat friend," as Beau Brummel called 
George IV. I can, however, only record, that 
after a short life and a merry one, he died at his 
lodgings — not at the Boar's head — but at the 
Eagle, and the undertaker had to call in the 
carpenter and mason to take out the doorframe, be- 
fore he could take out the great mass of mortality, 
he Lad undertaken to inter. 

And now for a contrast to Jack Willis, which 
I present in' the person of a little weazel of ^ toan, 
who would weigh about as much as one of Jack's 
calves, and its stocking would be large enough for 
Jemmy's jacket. This diminutive specimen of 
humanity named Jemmy Elliot, supported himself 
on lizards ! frequently have I seen him take 
them in his mouth, not cooked as the large species 
called Guana, are in the West Indies, but alive 
and quick! 

To prevent any ill effect on ray reader's 
stomach. Jet me add that Jemmy did not bite them 
like radishes, nor swallow them whole ; but oa 
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opening his lantern-jaws, the lively lizard would 
peep out, look around, then run about his face 
and neck, and hide in his bosom. Jemmy M'ould 
catch a fly and give it aa a reward, lie carried 
many of these familiar spirits in a little box, and 
■would exhibit them and their training, which 
embraced various tricks, in number and variety 
according to the number of "half bits" contri- 
buted to the entertainment. Jemmy lived but did 
not fatten on his lizards. His life was as inoffen- 
sive as theirs, and ho was probably metamorphosed 
into one at his death. They seemed to delight to 
play about bis grave, especially on those nights 
when it was illuminated by fire-flies. 

Amongst those whose appearance, not for beauty 
or grace, was apt to attract attention in by-gone 
days, was Friend Maddux, a tall, raw-boned 
Quaker, who adhered strictly to the costume of 
his society. Friend Maddux was full six feet in 
stature, and his long strides and rapid gait might 
have indicated that he inherited the boots of Jack 
the giant-killer — he strode about four feet at each 
step, and slung his body and arms with a vim to 
keep pace with his legs. His occupation was that 
of collector of accounts, and hia approach was a 
terror to bad pay-masters. He was very plain- 
spoken, and slow to accept excuses; but although 
a severe dun, he must have been a kind-hearted 
man, as the following incident will show. 
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He had occasion to call on Mrs. Green, once a 
heaatiful actress, whose " occupation was gone." 
Her only child, a daughter in the bloom of 
youth, was burned at the theatre, from which the 
mother escaped through a door behind the scenes, 
while the daughter was with some friends in one 
of the boxes. Mrs, Green rushed forth in the 
attire of the Bleeding Nun, (the character she 
was personating,) to seek for her daughter in the 
houses where she visited, those of respectable citi- 
zens; her frantic appearance exceeding any tragic 
acting — she flew from house to Louse, but, aias! in 
vain. 

Her husband, a favorite actor, had become dissi- 
pated and left her destitute, and when friend Mitd- 
dux saw her, she was living in poverty and solitude- 
He felt compassion for her desolate condition — a 
childless mother and deserted wife. 

He spoke to her of religion and its consolations, 
and inquiied if she attended church. She replied, 
"I do no". I have no one to go with me, and have 
not resolution to go alone." John's pity was ex- 
cited, and he asked if she would go with him. She 
thanked him, but said they were not of the same 
creed. He replied, "I will go to thy church with 
thee." She assented, and he promised to call on 
the next Sunday. As John exacted pur equality, 
he also practiced it— accordingly, on the day ap- 
pointed the Episcopal congregation were astonished 
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by the entrance of the tall and iingaitilj Quaker, 
witli the pale and delicate nctress arrayed in weeds, 
leaning on his arm. Their devotion was suspended 
and their curiosity excited. 

The next day one of them rallied John on Iiia 
gallantry. 

"True, friend Jane," he replied, "I carried a 
poor, desolate sinner to hear the word of God, but 
I do assure thee I saw many there who stared at 
lier, that required the word as much as that poor 
soul did." 

The name of Maddux i3 perpetuated, to this 
time at least, by being given to the hiU on which 
ho resided, overlooking the valley of Shockoe 
Creek, and south of Howard's Grove. 

Friend Maddux was so enterprising as to publish 
the first Directory of Richmond, in 1819, which 
contained about 1100 names. With the aid of 
large type, an almanac and various tables, he eked 
out a small, thin volume. The Directory for 1859 
contains the namea of about 6000 persona, of 
whom not more than 44 are registered in that of 
1813, as far as I can tell. 

The office of Town Cryer once existed in Bich- 
mond, and the last incumbent, more than a half 
century ago, was a little, shriveled, querulous old 
man, of whom little remained but his voice, who 
bore the name of Tankard, but did not seem to 
rejoice in it, nor indeed in anything else, except 
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Crying, If tbe public attention was to be called 
to any subject — a lost or found cbild, a stray 
horse, a public meeting, or a public sale, it was 
annoanced by the crycr's bell, which rang moat 
perseveringly throughout the (then narrow) city 
limits. It waa taken for granted that no vendue 
could be held, even if the toddy bowl was filled, 
without the aid of Tankard, who moat tcdioualy 
and nasally cried the bids, if he heard or saw 
them, hut ae neither his ear nor hie eye was very 
acute, he frequently scolded the bidders for not 
speaking out. *'A nod waa as good as a wink" to 
him — he regarded neither. 

Among the singular characters who appeared in 
Richmond in by-gone days, was Mr. K., or any 
other initial you please. He resided, when at 
home, in a small log honse in the country. His 
raiment on all occasions was of gray or mixed 
homespun cloth and homo or country made. His 
hrawny neck was unincumbered with a cravat, and 
his limp shirt collar was tied with a bit of tape or 
black ribbon. The brim of his hat exceeded in 
breadth by several inches that of the staunchest 
Quaker, and by this and his other habiliments, he 
was generally known or could be described to those 
who sought his very efficient services as a lawyer 
or collecting attorney. His bed was a truss of 
straw, and aa a substitute for sheets, he slipped into 
a bag some two yards long and two yards wide, 
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tlie neck of wliich was drawn and tied around his 
own. Bacon and hoecake were his food, and milk 
or water, sometimes dilated with spirit, was hia 
drink. 

In this manner it was his determination, as he 
declared, to array the outward and to satisfy tho 
cravings of the inward man, until he should amass 
the sum of $50,000. 

After some years of assiduous toil, saving and 
perhaps shaving, he emerged one day from his sack 
and his homespun, like a butterfly from a, chrysalis 
state, in a full suit of fine broadcloth and satin, 
with a shining beaver bat and a proud and gallant 
bearing. He had plucked his plum and intended 
to enjoy it. He visited, drank punch and mint- 
julep, ate roast beef and canvas-backs, and fell in 
love. 

The iady of his choice amused herself by co- 
quetting with him and keeping his hopes alive. 
After prosecuting his love-suit for a longer term 
than he had usually expended on a law-suit, he 
determined to close the pleadings and ask for a 
verdict. Greatly to his joy, and a little to his 
surprise, it was given in his favor, and tenderly 
parting with tho mistress of his heart, he went on 
his way rejoicing. But alas! how momentary and 
Hticertain are the visions of human bliss- — fleeting 
as the vision of a humming bird — and such a bird 
WHS Lis Dulcinea. 
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Her nntlier hiid listened at the key-hole, and 
tnoiving that her daughter did not intend to accept 
Mr. K., slie was astonished at ivhat she heard. 
No sooner had be left the room than she rushed 
into it and exclaimed, "Why, Letitia, do yoa 
intend to marry Mr. K. ?" "La, no! mama, I 
■was only joI(ing!" "That' won't do, my dear; 
malie haste and call him back before it is too 
late." 'Xhe dutiful dnughter raised the snsh and 
hailed her snitor, who was walking slowly and 
indulging a day dveam of future bliss. 'He heard 
her charming voice, which had charmed him un- 
wisely but too well, and retraced his steps to enjoy 
more of its melody. 

How suddenly, alas! were his hopes dispelled. 
No verdict of a jury against a rich client and a 
fat contingent fee, when he felt sure of a favora- 
ble one, ever astonished and disappointed him 
more than the reversal of decision he then heard, 
in the few words, "Mr. K., I waa only joking." 

One so long accustomed as he had been to the 
glorious uncertainty of the law, and to making a 
prompt rejoinder to adverse counsel, could not be 
easily taken aback or at a loss for a reply. 
Bowing most profoundly, he merely said, "So was 
I, Miss Letitia," and again went on his way — not 
rejoicing, but repining at his non-suit. He never 
appealed, nor did he commence a new suit in the 
court of Cupid. But like his prototype, the but- 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



184 EICIIMOND IN EY-GONB DATS. 

terfly, he did not very long survive liis change of 
raiment. The Flush times then prevaile<3, and 
"our flower was in flushing when blighting was 
nearest." He did not however "die all for love." 



Chapter xiv. 

OLD FASHIONS, 

The fashion of gentlemen's garments some fifty 
odd years ago, hore a strong contrast to the pre- 
sent, especially at the upper and at the nether 
ends. The throat was sweltered in as many yards 
of muslin, aa would at the present day sufiice for 
the lowest flounce of a lady's skirt, which if it were 
permissible to handle, I would not merely guess to 
to bo about ten yards in circumference, but drop- 
ping that forbidden subject to take up the almost 
interminable one of the gentleman's neck gear, 
let me attempt to describe the process by which 
tho exquisite of that day contrived to invest him- 
self, like a silk worm, in the circumvolutions of 
his eravat. If he enjoyed the services of a valet, 
he held one end of the long and thin texture ; and 
his attendant taking the other, walked i-oimd him 
until both ends met, when they were tied in a large 
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bow, and perhaps a small beau "was tied therein. 
If he had to relj on his own resources, the plan 
was, to attach one end of the cravat to the bedpost, 
walk off to its full length, if the room permitted, 
and then revolve on his own periphery, till he waa 
wound up like the main spring of a watch, or 
an Egyptian mummy, and when the envelopement 
waa complete, the chin could be drawn within it, 
like the head of a terrapin into its shell. 

Those who could afford neither the valet, nor so 
extensive an investment of muslin, resorted to a 
substitute for its bulk, in what was called a pud- 
ding, or to speak more intelligibly (since a some 
what similar appendage has been adopted by the 
gentler sex, and been promoted under a more 
respected name to a different, if not a higher 
station) a pad, which formed the foundation on 
which the cravat was built. As at the present 
day, as was whispered to me by a lady, who wished 
to exonerate herself from the suspicion of extra- 
vagance, the foundation of her splendid dress 
was mere canvass, and only the superstructure or 
flounces which entirely concealed it, were of the 
costly material — reversing the figure of a cloud 
■with a silver lining. Here, again, have I trodden 
on forbidden ground — indeed, apart from all figure 
of speech, it requires great caution to approaoli 
a lady at the present day, without treading on her 
skirts. 
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The very stiff collar of a dress coat wag made 
to sit as high as the ears, and to stand oiF several 
inches from the back of the head, which, otherwise, 
could not be turned. I saw a clumsy waiter at a 
dinner party, attempt to place two small dishes of 
custavd on the table, and while he reached over a 
gentleman's shoulder with one dish in hia right 
hand, his unconscious left poured the contents of 
the other, into the space between the collar and 
the neck — the custard flowing down that channel, 
without soiling the coat externally. 

[One word respecting the Paris fashion of la.dies 
in 1802, which I find thus condensed ; " nearly in 
the style of Eve — bosom prodigally displayed, pet- 
ticoat festooned up rather higher than the ankles. "J 

Buck-skin breeches and fair-top boots, were the 
fashionable apparel for the nether man, except at 
parties and balls. The perfection of both con- 
sisted in the tightness of the fit. Artisans in 
buck-skin were entirely distinct from tailors, they 
assimilated to glovers. 

On one Sunday morning, seated in an upper 
room, I happened to overlook an apartment op- 
posite, in which the maker was endeavoring to 
invest his customer in a pair of new bnck-ekins. 
The operator was a stout man, and his patient a 
Bmall one, whose legs were inserted into the gar- 
ment, and the maker was in the act of thrusting 
his limbs home, as a sailor would say. He seized 
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the waistband, and shook tha tenant of tlie 
breeches into tbem, raising bim from the floor at 
each effort, until the bare-skin and buck-skin were 
in such close contact, that I cannot imagine bow a 
separation was afterwards effected. That was a 
perfect fit. 

A humorous old gentleman used to tell bow he 
went a-courting in a new pair' of buck-skins. It 
was in the country, and in November, that he 
mounted his horse and bis new breeches. 

Before be reached the residence of his dulcinea 
it began to rain, the wet buckskin stretched so as 
to permit easy movement, and in this condition he 
dismounted, but at each step, as the leather rubbed in 
contact, it sounded p-i-s-h, p-i-s-h, and to this music 
he entered the parlor, where the ladies were seated 
around a cheerful fire. Tbey could not suppress a 
smile at the tones of the leather, and the Major, 
for my hero was a Major, felt the perspiration 
oozing out in spite of the cold. As he stood before 
the fire making his obeisance and compliments to 
the ladies as deliberately and as gracefully as cir- 
cumstances permitted, be suddenly found himself 
enveloped in a cloud. He looked round for the 
caase, and to his dismay and confusion discovered 
it to be the combined effects of heat and moisture 
on bis breeches. He could not stand the smiles 
which the ladies in vain endeavored to conceal, and 
as the fog increased in density every moment, the 
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Major, like a skillful soldier, retreated under cover 
of it. He called for his horse, made an apology 
to hia host of Budden indisposition, or Bomething 
else, and, taking leave, attempted to mount, hut 
his buckskins, tho' expanded hj the wet, had so 
contracted by the heat that he could not raise his 
foot to the stirrup. TJncavalierly as it was, he 
ordered the groom to lead the horse where there 
was vantage ground for mounting, and here, after 
two or threo desperate efforts, he at length attained 
the saddle, but, in doing so, he found, to the anni- 
hilation of hia vanity and of his hopes, that his 
buckskins had proved false, and had ripped from 
stem to stern, and, casting his eyes round to see if 
he was observed, he detected the ladies at the win- 
dow in convulsions of laughter at hia discomfiture. 

The Major died a bachelor. A jovial man he 
was, who could set the table in a roar, with 
this among other side-splitting tales, which he told 
and acted with the skill of a Matthews. My at- 
tempt at the recital, compared to his, is as tame 
and flat as the champagne of Johnny King, who 
decanted his the day before the feast. 

The hero of this true story was for many years 
Sergeant- at- Arms of tho House of Delegates, and 
his successor was the celebrated Peter Francisco, 
the gigantic warrior, whose feats of strength wore 
almost incredible to those who had never seen the 
; development of his muscles. 
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One of his suecessors of late years couM almost 
Lave walked between his colossal legs without 
stooping. 

One solitary specimea of the fashion of those 
early years of the century (fair top boots, corduroy 
shorts, very long waisted and broad tailed coat. 
Lair in a queue) may yet (1856) be seen in our 
streets occasionally, in the tall figure of Mr. B. B., 
irho greets his old acquaintances as if time had 
increased his kind feelings toward them.* 



CHAPTER XV. 

QUACKERY AND CREDULITY. 

At the close of the last century, a notable and 
successful instance of quactery occurred, in the 
introduction of "Perkins's Metallic Tractors," aa 
they were called by an ingenious (not ingenuous) 
adventurer from the land of steady habits, so mis- 
called. Eluent of speech, not deficient in address 
and appearance, and still less in confidence, Mr., 
or Dr., Perkins traveled through the U. States, 

* This ]ast specimen of tho fashion of the last age, died in 
Nov. 1858, The lapse of a few ;eara malies tbis volume a 
record of inortality. 
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carrying healing on his wings, or ratlier on his 
points, and he afterwards extended his philan- 
thropic journey to Europe, Such influence did he 
acquire, that a " Perkinean Institution" was formed 
in London, and many aage publications, no doubt, 
were issued by it, 

Perkins's instruments consisted of tivo pieces of 
cunie-formed metal, about four inches long, flat on 
one side and rounded on the others, so that when 
the flat sides were placed together they formed a 
a figure like a marling-apike. By a scientific appli- 
cation of these points to the skin, alternately or 
otherwise, drawn in a certain direction with va- 
rious other mystical manipulations, the Professor 
professed to cure rheumatiam, gout, tooth-ache, 
head-ache, and, in short, all the ills that flesh is 
heir to, 

The virtue of the instruments, as he stated, con- 
sisted in the peculiar mixture of certain metals, 
and the (Galvanic) effect they produced, which he 
illustrated in the sensation created by zinc and 
silver applied to the tongue. But the great virtue 
of the tractors was the transformation of the brass 
of the vendor into p\!re silver. He stated that a 
certain peculiar mode of manipulation, which he 
explained, was required for their efiicacy, but, in 
fact, it was nothing more than drawing the points 
over the skin of the parts affected, or, in still 
plainer terms, scratching with them. Either the 
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excitement created on the surface of the skin, or 
on the imagioafcion of the patient, operated, in 
many instances, favorably for Perkins, and, of 
course, the cures recorded were numerous and as- 
tonishing — not so the failures. Many persona 
bought a case of the tractors for $20 (which cost 
as many cents), expecting, through their use, to dis- 
pense with doctors and drugs, and also to dispense 
relief to al! the rheumatic old women of both sexes 
in their neighborhood. 

I have seen the arm and shoulder of a rheu- 
matic negro scratched until the skin looked al- 
most white, ar.d he would move the joint, which 
he had not done before, and declared " the rheu- 
matia was gone." Whether the doctor adminis- 
tered metal in any other form to the. patient, 
neither of them mentioned. 

After awliiie some incredulous or inquisitive per- 
sons began to make experiments (in violation of the 
patent) with tractors made by themselves, and cal- 
culated to detract from those of Perkins, and one 
went so far as to make a pair of wood, and paint 
theto of the right color. On credulous and nervous 
patients, these woro found as efficacious aa the gen- 
uine, and, like the rod of the Magi of old, they 
also wrought miracles. 

A Hiidibrastic poem of considerable length, with 
notes, like the tail of a kite, much longer than the 
body, was written by a satirical genius named Pes- 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



192 RICHMOND IN BY-SONB DAYS. 

seiidon, called "Terrible Tractoration." Perltins 
was soon forgotten, and so was the poem. But he 
was succeeded by many (juacks, and Fessenden by 
many rhymesters. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



A week rarely elapses now-a-daya without the 
announcement of some "useful and valuable dis- 
covert/." Schemers are on the look out for mine- 
rals, fluid or solid, to purify the system or to 
replenish the purse, and numerous dupes have they 
found. Many years ago, when a mineral mania 
prevailed, a Dutchman discovered on hia farm what 
he thought was an indigo mine, and announced it 
in Richmond. The golden era has recurred in 
Virginia several times, but was usually of short 
duration, long enough, however to transfer the gold 
of the dupes from their pockets into those of the 
projectors. 

My tale, .however, and a true one, has nothing 
to do with schemes or plota. Early in this cen- 
tury a great Hygeian discovery was made in Rich- 
mond. An inebriate who was so prudent as to 
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walk off and wash off the eifects of hia evening 
potations at an early hour the next morning, 
resorted for the purpose to a secluded spot in the 
valley : when questioned for the motive of his 
matutinal stroll, he replied that he found great 
benefit from the use of a mineral spring to which 
he resorted. Others tried it, and perceived that its 
taste and color diEFered from pure water, and that 
its effects were beneficial. The report of its vir- 
tues spread around, and several invalids resorted 
to the yellow fountain each summer morning at 
sunrise. Its good effects were felt or imagined, 
the number of visitors increased, and instead of 
two or three, they soon numbered two or three 
score. The virtues of the water were evident to 
those who were, or to those who were not invalids, 
BO long aa it was drank in moderation and at an 
early hour ; for the Bun dispelled its virtues, and 
as he rose, they fell. If he were always to shine 
he might disclose the lack of virtue in other 
objects of unsuspected purity. 

Young ladies resorted to the spring, which they 
found to deepen the hue of the roses on their 
cheeks, and young gentlemen went to fill the 
glasses and admire the roses. 

Saratoga in those days possessed rather a glo- 
rious than an aqueous celebrity in Virginia; and 
although our own Warm, and Hot and Sulphur 
springs had attained some celebrity, the attain- 
17 
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iBCiit to them by invalitls was attended -nith mucli 
liibor and fatigue; so that our newly discovered 
domestic fountain possessed great advantages so 
long as faith in its virtues remained unshaken, 
and this was as long a.8 those virtues possessed 
the magic of mystery. But some prying chem- 
ist — I will not suspect that he was a physiciaa 
who was deprived by the waters of some of his 
patients — made an analysis of them, and detected 
a minute portion of ignoble iron. Many of its 
former votaries deserted it, but those whose faith 
was of iron and in iron continued their sunrise 
potations, and to derive the benefit which faith 
and early rising deserved. 

Query : Would patent panaceas stand tho test 
of an exposure of their ingredients, which might 
disclose little else than an ordinary prescription? 
Even bread pills and aq: font: would lose their 
efficacy if not prepared according to B. 

Our diseases are now much more refined than 
formerly. Dyspepsia and neuralgia were sour 
stomach or pain in the head, or stitches elsewhere, 
which had not aspired to the refinement of Greek 
appellations. It is no doubt some comfort to be 
thus classically affected, as a lady who complained 
of the chronic seemed to think it genteel. Another 
lady remarked, that when she was a girl people 
had backbones and fits, but now they had spines 
and s 
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In the I'lusli times, which were not confined to 
Richmond, a similar Hygeian discovery to that 
just mentioned was made at Lynchburg. I have 
no illiberal feeling toward Yankees, nor toward any 
nation or section ; hut my truthful history does 
not permit me to deviate from facta, unless I do so 
under false impressions. I must therefore stato, 
that in the very height of the Flush that daEzled 
and deceived the speculative town of Lynchburg, 
an adventurous Yankee purchased a piece of ground 
adjoining the town, which was soon to embrace and 
enrich it, as he guessed : but the limba began to 
retract and lose their strength, the appetite failed, 
and the Yankee feared he would be left a poor 
outsider. However, he determined not to submit 
without an effort. He dug a well on the prem- 
ises, and it yielded a strong mineral water, similar, 
as some thought, to one or another of the cele- 
brated springs in the mountain region. Invalids 
resorted to it in the early mornings, for it waa 
open at certain hours only, and they derived bene- 
fit. Its celebrity rapidly increased, and its visitors 
became numerous. Even the faculty recommended 
the use of the waters, especially to patients whose 
diseases were imaginary. It was suggested, per- 
haps by a friend of the fortunate owner, that a 
regular watering-place should be established for 
the benefit of invalids, and for the prosperity of 
the town. The proprietor agreed to accept for the 
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property a, good profit on his outlay ; the bargain 
was closed and he went on his way rojoicing. 

After the lapse of some little time, the waters 
were thought to decline in strength, which was at 
first attributed to an excess of rain ; but as they did 
not strengthen with drought, it was deemed best to 
have the well cleanseiJ and examined. The pro- 
cess was commenced, and to the dismay of the 
owners, when they reached the bottom of the well, 
where truth should reside, they found hags of brim- 
stone, rusty nails, &c. ; the saline and other solu- 
ble ingredients had disappeared. 

The fair historian of Ljnchhurg has, I find, 
recordedthis affair in a much more graphic styli 



CHAPTER XVII. 

DISTINSirlSHED VISITORS. 

" The Invisible Lady" visited Eichmond before 
Tom Moore addressed her, under the name of Tom 
Little, about the year 1803. She had many ad- 
mirers, and, coquette-like, made a kind response to 
all, but no other was so gallant and poetical as Littlo 
Moore, who was then as great a coquette as she — 
courting in sweet odea all the Caras and ' Coras, 
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Neas and Noraa he met with. His fanciful lines to 
the lady above mentioned, commencing — 

" They trj to pevBuacle me, my dear little eppite, 
That you aro not tie daughter of ether and light, 
Nor have any concern with the fnnciful forms 
That dance upon rainbows or ride upon." storms ;" 

are no doubt familiar to all my readers. 

Carosaing and caressed, Moore spent some days 
in Richmond, singing sweetly his own songs, and 
penning some sweet lines to eyes and lips and hair ; 
among others, to a charming lady who I hope may 
read these, albeit thro' spectacles. 

The reign of the Invisible Lady, like that of 
other coquettes, was short and brilliant, and soon 
forgotten; but the most remarkable part of her 
history was, that she relapsed into silence after 
passing her teens. 

About the same period, some other meteors ap- 
peared in our firmament, that bid fair afterwards 
to become fixed stars, but did not. Jerome Bona- 
parte, with his Baltimore bride, a descendant of 
" Old Mortality," immortalized by Walter Scott, 
arrived in Richmond with his bride in Nov. 1804. 
He was accompanied by Col. Reubel, not " Gen. 
Reubel, that demon of Hell," of whom "the anti- 
Jacobin " sung, but one of the same family, and no 
demon, and he also found a beautiful bride in Balti- 
more — Miss Paacault, if I remember rightly. Je- 
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ronie Imd sailed fov France in a French frigate, 
but put back into tlie Chesapeake, — ominoua to his 
young hride, — for, Napoleon-like, and, by his 
orders, he repudiated her (reluctantly it was said), 
and, in 1806 or '7, married a princess and becaino 
a king— pro tern. In March, 1856, at the point 
of death, as ^vas supposed, he was attended ia 
Paris by his Puterson son and grand-son. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

PLACES OF AMUSEMENT. 

The very first dramatic performance in Rich- 
niond was, as I have heard, in a wooden house, 
large in that day, which stood in the rear of 
the old jai! (Rose's Brig), and which, if I mistake 
not, was demolished only a few years ago ; but let 
that pass, and we wdl take a look at the first reg- 
ular theatre opened in the city, to reach which ive 
must travel through an old and interesting record. 
If the reader finds it dull, he can skip over a few 
pages, but mayhap faro no bettor. If he reads it, 
he will be rewarded for his pains. 

'The writer is indebted to a gentleman of literary 
taste and research for the use of an exceedingly 
rare little volume (in French), entitled, " Memoir 
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and Prospectus concerning the Academy of Kne 
Arta of the United States of America, established 
at Richmond, the Capital of Virginia, hy the 
Chevalier Quesnay de Seaurepaire, Founder and 
President. 

" Monunientum cere Perenniua." 

Paria, printed hy Cailleau, Printer to the Richmond 
Academy, 1788." 

It opens with a letter from M. Quesnay, to the 
Royal Academy of Sciences of Paris, which is fol- 
lowed hy an extract from the Register of the Acad- 
emy, dated March 14, 1788 — here translated : 

"Tlie Committeo appointed by the Academy bave examined 
the scheme presented by the Chevalier Qneanay de Betiurepaire, 
for the eatablishment of no Aondemj of Arts and Sciences at 
Richmond, the Capital of Virginia, in America, situated 75 
leagues from Fbilnilelphia, and 85 from the ocean. 

" The anthor having served ten years in British America, and 
traveled through all parts of the country, haa been enabled to 
ohserve the need of instruction, and has conceived a plan for 
relieving this necessity, with the additional advantage of ia- 
creasinKi under cir cum stance a so interesting as the birth of the 
repnhlic, the relations between it and France, and of uniting it 
with his country by new ties of gratitude, of conformity of 
tastes, and of a more intimate connection between the indl- 
Tiduala of the two nations. 

"He chose Richmond as the spot, whero he had most friends, 
and from his own resources, together with a liberal subscription 
of nearly 60,000 franoa, he succeeded in procuring a superb 
in having erected on it an edifice destined to be- 
e centre of the new Academy. 
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" A niimber of citizens zealous for the putlio good, fathers nni- 
ious for tbe eduoatioQ of their children, and officers attached to 
the goyerameiit listened eagerly to bis plans, and hastened to 
Ehara the honor of the establish men t by contributing to it their 
talents, tbeir influence and their wealth; and on tho 24th 
June. 3786, the corner-stone of tbe walla of the Academy was 
laid nith great solemnity, as described in the ' Virginia Gazette, 
now before you. 

" Tho neitEtep is to procnre for this institution tutors, models 
fth t til tm ifwhiipp M 
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establish m cot, this is out of our province, nor is it iu the 
memoir which he presents for the snffi-aga of the Academy; 
but bis plan for the advancement of science in America, for the 
enlightenment and dovclopmetit of its vast republics, mast meet 
with the approbation of the Academy, uliich cannot fail to 
applaud the zeal of M. le Chevalier Quesnay, to give him their 
encouragement, and to de^re success to bis estahliBbment. 
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" Done at Paris, in tlie Assembly of the Koya! Academy of 
Sciences, Maroli l<ltli, 1788— De la Laniib, Thouin, Tenon, 

"A true copy, Le Marquis de Condoecet." 

(Here follows tlie memorial on which the pre- 
ceding was founded:) 

"Mbmobial and Prospeotua of the Academy of Arts and Sci- 
eooes of the United States of America, established at Rich- 
mond, read before the Eoyal Academy of Sciences at Paris, 
6 March, 1788. 

" At the time that the Cavalry of the King's Qaard, to uhich 
I belonged, was disbanded, and when Uie convnlaions of civil 
■war were agitating a poi-tion of the New World, attracted by 
the brilliant hope of distingnishing myself in arms, I went to 
America and served in Virginia (I can say with honor) in the 
rank of Captain, during the years 1777 and 1778, 

" But the loss of my aoooutrements, and also of all my letters 
of recommendaUon, which lattor were mislaid in the office of 
the then Govemor of Virginia, Mr. ¥. Henry, in wbose care I 
had left them, finally a long and severe illness and a want of 
pecuniary resonroes at so great a distance from home, forced 
me to abandon tlie profession of arms and to seek some other 
means of supporting a name which, unattended with fortune, 
was tho only patrimony I inherited from my grandfather. Dr. 
Qiiesnay, first consulting physician, to the King, a man emi- 
nent for hia talents, his universal information, and his public 

" I bad occasion during tho war, and afterwards, to traverse 
a large portion of the American States. My acquirements In 
the fine arts, induced me to suppose that if this republic had 
no cause to envy Europe on the score of Science, yet the Fine 
Arts are so little known that, even with moderate talents, I 
might become useful in that department. 
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"I souglit at first to arouse and oseite the taste of the people 
ty giving priTnte lessons. I soon had many pupila, ami oon- 
ceised tbe idea of founding an acfidciny." 

M. QuBsnay then speaks of his efforts in the principal cities 
of the Union to esoite an interest in his projset, with which 
was coimected the formation of similar establishments in them ; 
gives the reasons already quoted for seleodng Richmond as (ha 
great central establisbment, iaviug spent itt Virginia the early 
portioD of hia sojoui^ in the United States, and haTing there 
many and good friends, and then adds : " Finally, on the 24th 
June, 17o6, after years of perseTeranoe, I had the satiafaoliou 
IS with whioh tho laying of the 



oovner-stone of the Academy was honored." 

Two silver plates were (lepoaited in the corner- 
stone. On one was an inscription in Latin, on 
the other in French. The Latin translated reada 
thus : 

"In the year of our Lord, 1786, the 10th of the Ropublio, 
viii Calends of July, Patkics: Heshy being Governar of Virgiaia, 
the plan of an Academy projected bj Alexanbek Mabia 
QuBSNAT, and assisted \>y the liberality of many meritorious 
citizens ia at length conaammated. This corner-stone was laid, 
John Hahvib being Mayor i>/ the cily." 

The inscription on the other plate contains the 
following : 

"Corner-stone of an Academy in the city of Richmond. Al- 
EXANDEH Mahia QcbsnaY, President, laid by the officers and 
brethren of Lodge No. 13, on the festival of St. John the Bap- 
tist, in the year of Light 5786, and of the Vulgar Era 1786. 
John Groves, Master; James Mikceb, Grand Master; Ed- 
MDNO Eanbolph, Pui! Qrand MaHtr." 
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M. Quesnay inserts the following Letter of In- 
troduction to Dr. Franklin, from hia daughter, Mra. 
Bache : 

PHrLADELPBiA, 27a February, 1783. 

Mr DsAB ADD Honored Faiheir : With thia letter jou will 
reeeite a Holiacna fOr a Frenob Aoadcmy ivliioli it ia desirabla to 
establish here. It is a very eitenaive plan, nhich will do honor 
to the gBntlemao whg his cooceived ii ia well a* tn America 
If it can be Eseouted t w 11 c no w e aterfe e w tb tl e plans 
of the College? a 1 w 11 be d yotad only to complet ur the 
ednoation of jonng men Kfto hiv no- g ad atel Ih sb who 
are already unde M Qnesnaj a nat uct on bayo male great 
progress. 

He regards jou as the father f so enoes n th s cou t j and 
highly appreciates the advice and iDstrootion joQ bave neyer 
failed to give to those whose talents deserve encouragement. 
Money ia the thing that ia required, but the brother of M. Quea. 
nay, who has charge of this, will infoim jou how jour assist- 
once can be most useful. 

I caa well conceive how much you must he occupied at this 
important crisis, but as a mother, who desires to give her chil- 
dren a useful and polite education and who will ha proud to 
have them formed in her own ooontrj, and under her own eyes, 
I bag you to give .to M. Queanay all the assistance which may 
be in your power. I have written to you by another opportu- 
nity, and will only add the love and respect of all the family. 
I remain your affectionate daughter, 

Sahas Bache. 

To give acme idea of the welcomo which the 
author and his enterprise received in the different 
States he visited, he gives the names of the per- 
sons who have rendered their aid, and who have 
testified the greatest friendebip for him : 
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In Gloucester county, Virginia, after he was obliged to leaye 
the army. Sir Jobn Peyton, touched with his daafitute oondi- 
tioD, kindly invited him to his house and ineiEted on his remain' 
ing Ihsre wliile he was awaiting assiBtance from his own country 
and restoration of health. For nearly two years, he beBtowoii 
on him every mark of kindness, and treated him as his own 
son. During the whole time of his residence in Virginia, the 
house of this eseelleat and kind man, and those of all hiBoon- 
nectiona, appeared to M. Quesnay to bo places of refuge for 
distresseii and nnfortunate strangers. The names mentioned 
(but he sometimes mistakes them) are Thachcr Washington, 
TbrogmorUin, Jno. Dison, Tabb, Boiling, Sam. WasbingtoD, Jno. 
. Page of Rosewell, (Lieutenant Governor, and the foremost man 
to promote bis object ;) Whiting, Perin, Rer. Mr. Fontaine, 
Willis, Hubard, Nuttall ; who, wltJi one aeoord, he says, "acted 
towards the author with that delicacy which, knowing how to 
respect misfortune, adds inestimable Talue to all benefits." In 
addition to the names above recited, M. Qnesnay enumerates, 
among bis patrons, the following gentlemen, with special 
thanks appended to several of them for their great kindness : 
In Richmond, John Harvie, esq,. Mayor of the city and Register 
of the Land Office, Cel. Tliomas Randolph of Tuckahoe, Edm'd 
Randolph, Governor of the State, Patrick Henry, late Qoyemor, 
Col. Gary, Speaker of the Senate, Col. Matthews and Dr. James 
MoClui^, Councillors of State, Mr. Ambler, Treasurer, Col. 
Robert Gooda, Dr. Wm. Foushee, Messrs. Wm. Ponnook, Eob't 
Mitchell, Gabriel Qalt, J. Buohanan, Robert Boyd and Marshall 
magistrates; also, Messrs. McKean, John Barret, Wm. Lewis, 
Taylor, Sims, Nolson, Skipwith, Dau'l Hylton, Jas. Hayes, Wm. 
Mayo, Daniel Vandewall, Samuel McCraw, John Dixon, Thos, 
M. Deane, John Pryor, Nieolson, Francis James, Moses Austin, 
Edward Voes, James Warrington, Carler, Watkins, John Kerr, 
Henry Banks, Eiehard Southgate, Abrabam Lot, Jos. Higbee, 
Rev. J. Buchanan, Dr. Turpin, J. OroYcs, Pleas't Tounghusband, 
R. Adams, Griffin, and many others of all conditions, in town 
and country. In Petersburg, Mrs. Boiling and her two sons, 



H™.db,Googlc 



PLACES OP AMUSEMENT. 205 

Dr. Shore, Mnjof of the town, Cols. Banister and Divia, Dr. 
Walker, Dr. Jones, Major Gibbon, Mr. Gordon, &e. In Norfolk, 
Col. Parker. In Williamsburg, Rot. Mr. Madison, President of 
tho College, John and Thomas Carter, Gen. Gibson. At Alex- 
andria, Col. SemmeB, Gen. Roberdenu, Mr. Hunt, &o. Then 
follow Baltimore and tho Northern cities. 

Among the names now recorded in bistorj may be leoogmaed 
in PLiladelpIiia, the snocessive QoTamors Reed, Moore and 
Dickinson, M BhM WllgShpp RbtM 

Lawrence, F B BhmRnb F 

Peale, Humph G W y 1\ Ik It t I m y 

others of high p t b 1 ty 

In New JeyMC LtG thfl fD 

Hart, Earnet Og) d i Uy M M tl H wh 

accompanied hthdgwy jl 

friend. InNwikG GClt My D B 

Steuben, Gen V <" tl d C 1 Bl d I t h d th 

families of L g t H ff H 11 tt P 1 S t 

■White, NivflQ LdlwOd VikI I %. tth 
may be added th Ch I d 1 L i M d M b 

Tbe author th y th d t i w 11 i th h has b 

t ' d th support of a large proportion of the distingniehed 
m f th country, persons through wbcm a nition should be 
J d d He would be gratified if he could aid in remoTias the 
n f 11 itnprasaiona that some persons Imye leeeivcd and 

p d f this fine country, in consequence of ntt baving 
d d th e long enough to bo able to di'*tingiii'-h the new 

m d the foreign adventurers from the natwe oitiiana 

He remarks, in another place, that many perEona who have 
left tlieir own country for misconduct, offer themselves in this 
as maaters of Langnages, of Musio, Dancing, Painting, &c., and 
go from town to town, remaining long at none, beeauao their 
pupils learn nothing, but these impostors make a great deal of 
Money, such is tbe geaeroaity of tho Americans ; but they hayo 
to repent of tho confidence reposed in such masters, and these 
ndvejiturerB create a bad opinion of the French iu general. 
18 



H™.db,Googlc 



206 EICHMOND IN BT-QOHE DAYS, 

Am p; tl e manjinateBcea wh g 

g d I tlieso brave and ho p p 

t t t; Gtd among liiem in m 

iL g ua ond grateful se m ts 

{ f m mentioning one oir m nh h d n 

■n 11 m li g, in the month of D mb 86 d by a 

m It t d f wilaessBS, and -which h ec d m h p 
th C 1 

A F bman, one of th g wli g 

their nation, was guilty f m B li P 

ishment. M. Oster, in 1 i d d h 

execution of the Bcnten n th m F h 

The gratitude of the inhabitants d Th jr 

were content with banishing tho ff h 

siasm they eiclaimed— "No ! aT h h ff a 

disgraoefui death here. Go and h 

meiit jou deserve." 

This long document will e w h he n m s 

of stibscribers to the Acad my h n b n 

previously given. The sha el f n a 

each ($240) and suh-divisions of halves and quar- 
ter shares. These names are introduced because 
some of the descendanta may be gratified to 
recognize them after so long an interval, as I do 
many in memory. 

Gabriel Gait, Saraflaa Formioula, William Lewie, Francis 
Goode, Turner Southall, Robert Greeabow,, Stephen Tankard, 
N. Wilkinson, Francis Graves, John Stookdell, Robert Boiling, 
Samaon Matihews, Barnett Prioe, Dabnej Miller, John Qunn, 
Mrs. S. Nevens, William Duval, Archibald Cary, WUliam Lyne, 
Thomas Rosser, Henry Randolph, Robt. Boyd, George Piokett, 
Aroh'd McKobert, Dsriil Lainljert, Francis Dandridge, Cohen 
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& I-i^C3 Pjleitfinol" Biotord Mirri= Bcniamm Lewis, 
Alesiinde) Monlgomeij Julin Stewait W II am B irt a J liu 
Keir, Rioharl Geinon William Haalet Thomas McCieary, 
John MoKeand Gilbeit Hay Robeit MoLaaghlin Chi-wel, 
Baiiett, ThoBias E clmid Eeobea Cjutt^' fevmuel Tiower, 
Thomas M Deane Riohard Eowler John Maj Vnt v Qpobe- 
gan Jes'B Roper Liokert a Webb Ileaiy D son F iter Webb, 
John Gibson Dan el Truehait Petor Tiusley Willixm Bo lier, 
Wll am ulter DovitlHumpkeji furt^Hajnes N Ragiat. 
Smith BliteT Samuel Couch Isaac Yoi ngbual and Erasmus 
Gill H Guand John Burton Tliomas Gjrdon William Divis, 
James Brownley R Armistead 

The Site chosen by M Qiiesmy and on which he 
erected his Ai,ademy, la tho si^uire on which the 
Monumental Chuich and the Medical College now 
Btand, the giounds extending fiom thoio lower 
points up Broad and M^ishall to 12th stioet. 
The Academy stood nearly on the spot where tho 
Carleton house stands. 

The worthy Chevalier was far ahead of the 
times — more than seventy years — as the ahsence 
of such an estahlishment at this day proves. His 
meritorious enterprise failed, but how, or under 
what circumstances, is not now to he discovered, 
unless among court records. The extensive square, 
with the Academy-building on it, hecame the pro- 
perty of West and Bignal, or some other English 
actors, who managed the theatres in all tho South- 
ern States. They converted the Academy into 
one, and here the tragic and the comic muses first 
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excited tho tears and smiles — in an edifice devoted 
to them — of a Hiclimond audience.* 

But greater actors performed, and a more glo- 
rious work was rehearsed and brought out, in that 
theatre, than in any other, either in this country 
or in Europe. 

Therein assembled, in 1788, the Convention of 
sages, patriots, and statesmen, who ratified the 
Constitution of the United States, as framed in 
Philadelphia. 

Could such a constellation of talent, of wisdom, 
of pure patriotism, be formed in our political 
firmament at the present day, under similar cir- 
cumstances ? From the two subsequent efforts, I 
fear the reply must be in the negative. 

To prove that this is not mere hyperbole, I will 
introduce the testimony of Mr. Wirt, who, in hia 
Life of Patrick Henry, thus eloquently describes 
this assemblage 

"The r menton had biou attenkd from its commencp 
ment ty ayaat oonTOurae (f Litizens of all a^ea anl condi 
tiona The interest so nniTeisallj felt in tho qncation itself, 
and not leas the ti unseen dent talents ^hish iveie engaged m 
its disonSBion presented sucb attiact ens as could not be 
resibted Industiy deserted its pursuits a d even die^ipit on 
gave up its objei.t'', for the snpenoi enjojmtnta nh ch were 
presented hy the hall of the Convention Not only the people 

* In 1752 Hallam introduced Theati:(,al pcrlurmani_e3 la 
Wjlhamsburg — probably the first m Ameiiea 
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of tlie town and neigbborliood, but gentlemen frim every 
quarter of the State, Trere Eeon thronging to the metropolis, 
and Bpeeiling tlieir eager way to tke building in ■wliiot the 
Conrention hold its meetings. 

"Day after day, from morning till night, tho galleries were 
filled with an aniious crowd, who forgot tho inoonveiiicnoe of 
their eitaation in tho eicesa of their enjoyment; and far fcon) 
giring any interrnptioa to the course of tlie debate, increased 
its interest and solemnity by their silence and attenUon. ^o 
bustle, no motion, no sound was heard among them, sftve only 
a slight movement when some new speaker arose, whom they 



the man of wjt, the man of feeling, tho ciitic, tho philosopher, 
the hiatorian, the metapliysician, the lover of logic, the admirer 
of rhetoric, — every man who had an eye for the beauty of 
action, or an ear for the harmony of aonccl, or a aoul for the 
charms of poetic fancy. — in short, every one who could see, or 
hear, or feel, or underaland, might find, in the wanton profu- 
sion and prodigality of that Attic feast, some delicacy adapted 
to his peculiar tiste Every mode of attiolc and of delence, of 
which the human mind is capable, in decoicus debatf — every 
species of weapon and armor, o&eniivo and defensii", that 
could be used with advantage flora the Soman jav^lm to the 
Parthian arrow, fiom the cloud of .a;neas to the shield of 
Achillea — all that could be accomplished by human atiength, 
and almost moie tl an hnman activity, 'Has setn eihibited on 
that floor." 

The dramatis |ierbOii^ of tliisgianJ peifoiniAnce 
embraced, among many others, James Madison, 
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Jolin Marshall, James Monroe, Edmund Pen- 
dleton, George Wytho, Greorge Nicholas, Edmund 
Eandolph, George Mason, Grayson, Innis, Leo, 
and last, not least, Patrick Henry. It were use- 
less to name more in such a brilliant constellation. 

What a perilous descent have I now to make, 
from this theatre of glorious seenea and splendid 
actors, to the common-place subjects of my nar- 
rative ! 

I will here close the chapter, to break the fall 
and lessen the contrast. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

PLACES OP AMUSEMENT. 
(Con^nued.) 

At the corner of the Academic Square, where 
now stands the handsome mansion of Mr. Allen, 
was erected a Market House— the then New 
Market — but it did not thrive. It was occupied 
by live cattle and goats, instead of beef and mut- 
ton. Hens, chickens and ducks volunteered their 
presence, without the fear of spit or frying-pan, 
and even laid their egga in remote and dark 
rs, not likely to be visited by any other cus- 
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tomers than prying scliool-boys or vagrant cbildren. 
A few vegetables also volunteered their verdure ; 
such as dandelions — an excellent salad — butter- 
cups, with roots more pungent than red pepper, 
chick-weed for bird fanciers, and thistles — but not 
a good substitute for artichokes. 

I 5on't assert that the fox made his hole and 
the Tvren built its nest in tiie market-house, but 
it is true that Fox & Wren occupied it and built 
coaches there. The Wrens now nestle elsewhere, 
cherished and cherishing — of the Foxes only one 
remains in quiet retirement. 

The Academic, Forensic, Dramatic Theatre 
maintained its latter character and was thought 
to maintain it well for several years, but it met 
the fate of almost all similar edifices — conflagra- 
tion, but without other disaster. The Market- 
house, guiltless of hlood and slaughter, was 
demolished many years later. 

Theatrical performances were afterwards held 
(in 1802,) in the upper part of the old Market- 
liouae, on Main and Seventeenth streets, recently 
demolished and rebuilt ; and after that, in Quar- 
rier's Coach-shop on Cary and Seventh streets, 
where Thomas' large Tobacco-factory stood, and 
was burned in 1851. 

Temporary theatres now again gave place to a 
regular one. A large brick edifice was erected in 
the rear of the Old Academy or Theatre Square. 
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That, alaa ! was the Kcene of tlie most horrid 
disaster that ever overwhelmed our city, where 
seventy-two persona periahed in the flames on 
the fatal 26th of December, 1811, where the 
Monumental Church now stands, and its portico co- 
vers the tomb and the ashes of most of the victima. 

The writer, with some friends, reached Rich- 
mond that evening from a Christmas jaunt iq the 
country, and went with them to the Theatre — but 
it was so crowded that they could not obtain 
admission. A very few hours after, he was 
aroused by the cry of fire, and hastening to the 
spot, the first object he encountered on an open 
space, was a lady lying on the grass apparently 
in a swoon. He attempted to raise her, but she 
was dead. He afterwards learned that she had 
leaped from a window, but before she could be 
removed from beneath it, was crushed by those 
who sought to escape by following her. The next 
object that thrilled him was a gentleman so dread- 
fully excoriated, that death mercifully put an end 
to his tortures in a few hours — hut it were cruel 
to rehearse the many individual instances of in- 
tense suffering hj the victims, and of the scarcely 
less intense agony of their relatives and friends. 

On the ensuing morning, the mangled, burnt 
and un distinguishable remains of many of the 
victims were taken from the ruins and interred 
on the spot, where their names are recorded on 
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tlie monument already mentioned, and the ground 
was consecrated to the erection of a church. 

It is duo to an humhle but worthy man, to re- 
cord the services rendered hy him during the 
progresa of thia dreadful calamity. Gilbert Hunt, 
a negro blacksmith, possessed naturally a power- 
ful frame, and by wielding the eledge-hammer, 
his muscles had become almost as strong and as 
tough as the iron he worked. Gilbert was aroused 
and besought by Mrs, George Mayo to go to the 
rescue of her daughter. He was soon at the 
theatre. Within its walls, then filled with amoko 
and flame, was Dr. James D. MeCaw, a man who 
might have been chosen by a sculptor for a model 
of Hercules. The Doctor had reached a window 
and broken out the sash, when he and Gilbert 
recognized each other. He called to Gilbert to 
stand below and catch those he dropped out. He 
then seized on the woman nearest to him, and 
lowering her from the window as far as he could 
reach, he let her fall. She waa caught in Gilbert's 
arms and conveyed by others to a place of safety. 
One after another the brave and indefatigable 
Doctor passed to his comrade below, and thus ten 
or twelve ladies were saved. The last one provi- 
dentially waa the Doctor's own sister, whoso 
proportions were a feminine epitome of the Doctor 
himself. Gilbert caught her and broke her fail, 
but he says he fell with her, both unhurt. 
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The Doctor having rescued all within his reach, 
now sought to save himself. The wall was already 
tottering. He attempted to leap or drop from 
the window, but his strong leather gaiter, an article 
of sportsman's apparel which he always wore, 
caught in a hinge or some other iron projection, 
and he was thus suspended in a most horrid and 
painful position ; he fell at last, but to be lame for 
life. The musclea and sinews were stretched and 
torn and lacerated, and Lis back was seared by 
the flames, the marks of which he carried to his 
grave. 

The Doctor directed Grilbert to drag him across 
the street, and place him with his back against the 
wall of the Baptist Church ; then to get two pal- 
ings from a fence opposite. With these for splints 
and handkerchiefs for bandages, the limb was 
hound. Gilbert then went in search of a convey- 
ance to carry the Doctor home. His removal 
from beneath the wall of the theatre had scarcely 
been effected, before it fell on the spot where he 
had fallen ! 

After a long period of suffering, he was able 
to resume practice ; and his profession has been 
adopted by son and grandson, perpetuating the 
good name of Doctor McOaw, which its founder 
had worthily established. 

Gilbert, then a elaye, afterwards obtained his 
freedom — I wish I could add, at the hands of 
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a grateful community; but it waa by bia own 
industry. 

His philanthropy and efficiency in rescuing hia 
fellow-creatures from the flames, were exhibited on 
■another occasion. When the Penitentiary waa 
burned, some years later, the only outlet waa cut 
off by the flames, and the only means of rescue for 
the prisoners was by opening a new one, through 
one of the grated windows ; no ladder was at band 
to reach it. Gilbert placed himself under the 
window, and Captain Freeman, an active and 
eflicient fireman, mounted on Gilbert's shoulders, 
and thus elevated and supported, the Captain cut 
out the brick work in which the grate was inserted, 
and through the breach thus formed, some of tho 
prisoners Were rescued; but the same operation 
had to be repeated at the second and third stories, 
and the enterprising pair contrived to reach them 
by the means now brought for their aid, and 
Bucceedod in making other breaches. Just as tho 
flames reached them, the last of the convicts was 
rescued. 

Gilbert went to Liberia in its early settlement, 
when, like all young colonies, it was subject to 
many hardships and privations. He preferred 
ease and comfort, and returned to Richmond, 
where he resumed his work at the anvil, which 
poverty rendered it necessary still to prosecute. 

After the dreadful catastrophe at the theatre, a 
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cessation of theatrical amusements ensued for sev- 
eral years; but such was the change and tho 
acceasion of population during the period, that, 
■whilst the church was under construction, another 
theatre, the present one, on Broad and Seventh, 
was commenced and completed not very long after 
the church ivas consecrated- 
Dancing, and gaiety of every kind, was sus- 
pended for a long while ; but sibout the time that 
the present Theatre was established, there was 
erected in tho rear of it, on Grace street, by Mons. 
Eossieux, a large wooden building (wliere a circus 
had previously stood), which he dignified with the 
name of Terpsichore Sail, and there the rising 
generation, to. whom the disaster was almost tra- 
dition, were taught "tho poetry of motion;" but 
before the succeeding one had acquired the graces 
from Mons. B., who had no rival, his hall was de- 
stroyed by fire, and the ground is now covered 
with workshops. 

A much frequented place of amusement, in old 
times, was the Haymarlcet Garden, or better 
known as Prior's, on the grounds now occupied by 
the Richmond and Petersburg Bailroad Depot and 
workshops, a tobacco warehouse, the paper-mill, 
and some machine shops. It was quite a capacious 
inclosure, with a graduated lawn in front of the 
large mansion, which, with its extended wings and 
pinions, divided the lawn from the garden in the 
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rear. A succession of grassy or flowery slopes 
ancl terraces extended down to tbe river, or rather 
to Ross's canal (now Haxall's), and the upper por- 
tion of the garden commanded a fine view of the 
river, the islands, and of the country beyond, 

Here fireworks delighted the .spectators, and 
equestrians and rope-dancers astonished them. 
Here ice-creams and cakes were eaten, but very 
little liquor drunk — the beverages being chiefly 
lemonade and porteree. Thus the grounds were 
generally quiet and orderly. 

The then elevated ground between the basin and 
the garden, was occupied by a few residents, and 
formed a sort of distinct village, called Haymarket. 
These existed before the basin was navigated, and 
in its early days. 

A more entire transformation cannot well be 
imagined, than from the quiet and rural aspect of 
that day, to the throng of travel, the roaring and 
whistling of steam, and the rumbling of water- 
wheels and machinery of the present. Trent's 
Bridge^ built on the rocks in the falls, only two or 
three feet above the. water, is now supplanted by 
the railroad bridge, some sixty feet high. 

A more ancient and less frequented place of 
resort for recreation, was the Frtnuh Garden, be- 
yond the Ravine (now being filled up), between 
Clay and Leigh, and 7th and 10th streets. 

Some refagees from the horrors and massacre of 
19 
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St. Domingo, founi3 tlicir ivay to Richmond. One 
of tbem built a, tall thin bouse, like himself, and, 
with his co-exiles, laid out a garden in this then re- 
mote suburb. A small tra,ct of land was purchased 
by Didier Colin, from Dr. Turpin, which obtained 
the name of the French Garden, and the district 
still retains it, though now laid out in streets and 
built on where the surface is. not too pret^ipitous. 
Here lemonade, fruits, &c,, were served to visitors, 
and here the worthy man, who had been reduced 
from wealth and comfort to comparative poverty 
and to exile, spent his remaining days. On the 
spot where his house stood, may be traced a por- 
tion of the foundation. Some of his surviving 
partners in misfortune, thinking that he had, for 
fear of another disaster, buried hia money, dug up 
his flower roots, his strawberries, and other fruits, 
in their fruitless search for the bidden treasure. 

Mitchell's Spring^ to the east of Academy Hill, 
and north-east of the Poor-house, was another 
place of resort for recreation, but many years the 
junior of Haymarket. It was "a spot of great 
capabilities," but not very much improved, and, 
like its founder, soon fell into the sere and yellow 
leaf, though its spring continued to send forth a 
copious supply of excellent water. This beverage, 
however, was not a sufficient temptation to attract 
visitors, when furnished only in its elementary 
state. 
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I have mentioned Academy Hill, but I doubt 
if any of my readers ever hoard of it hefure. It 
is north of the valley, in rear of the Poor-house, 
and the foundation of the Academy was laid long 
before that of the Poor-house; but it never rose 
above the basement, for which neglect I know not 
who is to blame. The window frames were stolen 
out of the brick work, as were the coina from the 
corner-stone. Thorns and thistles grow where 
bays and laurels should have flourished ; sheep 
and calves graze where youths should have sought 
tho flowers of literature and the fruits of know- 
ledge. 

Goddin's Spring, at Bacon Quarter Branch, 
was, in old times, a place of resort for amusement, 
as was the tavern for " Entertainment of Man and 
Horse." Shovel-board and other innocent games 
were played at the cool and shaded spring. The 
tavern was preferred by some of the western 
members of the Legislature, on the score of econ- 
omy, to those nearer the Capitol, and it was said 
some of them would save and make during the 
session, enough to buy a negro boy to carry home 
with him "en croupe," as he made the journey 
on horseback. One member who served for a 
number of years, thus increased his black family 
as fast as his wife did the white. 

Jackson's Garden was a pleasant place of resort 
some forty years ago, and was tastefully embel- 
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lished on public occasions. It was situated on 
Leigh street, extending from Second some distanoe 
■west, in a portion of the city now designated in 
the map as "Jackson's addition," The proprietor 
occupied a station in the First Auditor's office, 
now filled by his son, with a fair prospect of a 
linsal succession. 

This completes the list of places of amusement, 
except ono public garden in the rear of Galt'a 
City Tavern. Such places of resort have ceased 
to exist for many years, but the Germans recently 
established a "Yolk's Garten." They are a joy- 



OHAPTER XX. 

PHYSICIANS, 

Ik the year 1800 the population of Richmond 
was 5,300, embracing almost an equal number of 
white and black, and there were some ten or twelve 
physicians. The number in 1866 may exceed a 
hundred, to minister to about forty thousand in the 
city and suburbs.* 

* Soma persons now (ISfiO) eatimiito 50,000— the ci^tisua niil 
presently dooide. 
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Of t!ie ancient stock, Dr. Leiper was perhaps, 
next io Dr. McClurg (already respectfully noticed), 
entitled to precedency ; hia brother, Thos. Leiper, 
was the great tobacconist, once Mayor of Phila- 
delphia. The Doctor's residence was on Franklin 
street, and his office adjoined it at the corner of 
Eighteenth. In that office, W, H, Hamaon, after- 
wards President of the United States, began the 
study of medicine. Dr. Leiper's dwelling, a 
wooden building, is still extant ; the basement 
converted into shops and the upper part into a 
tavern for market folks. 

Dr. Foushee resided on Main above Fourteenth 
street ; his house was aftei-warda purchased and 
occupied by the United States' Bank, and on its 
demise was bought and demolished by Mr. Hub- 
bard, to make room for his extensive shoe-store. 
Dr. Foushee was a gentleman of fine personal 
appearance and deportment, and a favorite phy- 
sician with the ladies, who said his visits were 
restoratives without the aid of medicine, so bland 
and kind were his manners and conversation. 
This calm and sunshine which distinguished bis 
medical character, could be changed to storm and 
thunder in his political one. His house contained 
some rare attractions, which caused , it to be a 
favorite resort for the beaux, who called it the 
home of the Graces. They were soon dispersed, 
however, and each embellished a home of her 
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own. Mr. Carter, of Wcstover, Mr. Kitchie, of 
the Enquirer, Col. Parker (of tho now forgotten 
Miranda expedition) and his brother, carried off 
these prizes. 

In the accomplished wife of the eon and succes- 
sor of Mr. Ritchie, we now recognize a lady, who 
under a former name acquired histrionic and lite- 
rary celebrity, and yet continues to add to the 
latter, and to perform many good works which are 
not published. 

The writer of these pages, inspired by the grace 
and beauty of the paragon of these sisters, perpe- 
trated in his youth the following lines, of which, if 
she saw them, she knew not their source : 

When the Supreme CreolWe Tower 
Decided on thj natal hour. 
Prepared to form tliy beauteous faoe, 
Tbj limbs to roouM and giyn tliom grace, 
And to complete his work, impart 
Within that breast a kindred heart, 
He from the angela round his throne 
Chose those whose beauties brightest shone. 
And onU'dfrora eaoh, with ekill divine. 
Some perfect part and made it thine. 

But merciful to man, on thea 



Dr. Foushee filled many stations. He was 
Mayor of the City, President of the James River 
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Company, and was appointed to the station of 
Poatinaster after the death of Col. Vandewall. I 
do not use the word office, as neither of them occu- 
piect it in propria personse. During his incum- 
bency the post-office was burnt, and I happened to 
have the liey of an unoccupied store not far from 
it. With the aid of other firemen and citizens, the 
contents of the oflice were safely removed to the 
store, and on meeting tbe Doctor early on the 
next morning, I had the satisfaction to assure 
him that all was safe and to show him where his 
office was. 

When tho Doctor was snppoeed to be on his 
death-bed, a rumor of his actual death was circu- 
lated, and one of his political friends posted oif to 
Washington in hot haste to seek consolation for 
his loss in succession to his office. The prospect 
of it served to dry the tears of this disinterested 
friend, and when he thought, '-good, easy man, 
full surely, his appointment was a ripening!" 
with what varied emotions was he affected on his 
return to Richmond to find the Doctor alive and 
convalescent!" 

Foushee's garden, at the north-western boundary 
of the city, was quito an extensive and well culti- 
vated possession. It now forms several squares, 
and Foushee street passes through it. 

At the corner of Broad and Tenth streets, oppo- 
site the First Presbyterian Church, resided Dr. 
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Currie,* a strong contrast to the gentle, kind and 
graceful physician last mentioned, but he had an 
extensive practice and accumulated a large fortune, 
which the other did not, because, like many other 
phjsicianp, he yfs^ more attentive to his practice 
than to his fees, and earned many which were not 
worth attention. 

Dr. Cringan, ■who resided in the wooden dwell- 
ing on Eighth street, in tho rear of the United 
Presbyterian Church, was much esteemed, and in 
professional deportment held a middle station 
between the two I have mentioned. Ilis student. 
Dr. John Adams, became his partner in medical 
practice. 

I remember no other cotemporariea of the 
oldest physicians I have introduced. Doctors 
Lyons, Greenliow, Watson, Nelson, Clarke, Trent 
and Bohannan, succeeded them, and Doctors 
Chamberlayne, Cullen and Warner, bright names in 
tho faculty, were of stiil later date, though their 
cotemporaries for many years. I may have 
omitted many names of more or less celebrity in 
years long past, as well as more recent; but if I 
ivero to attempt an enumeration of those of later 
date, I might, if memory served, enlist as many 
as I allot to the city at the opening of this chapter. 

a 1839 to be suppUuted by a 
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I will tlicreforo discharge the physicians and 
turn to their subalterns, the apothecaries, though 
in old times each doctor was his own pharmaceutist, 
keeping medicines in his ofBce, which his stu- 
dents — if he h_ad any— would prepare according to 
his prescriptions — if they understood them. 

There could not be emplijjment for many apoth- 
ecaries when physicians made up a large portion 
of their own prescriptions ; but they obtained their 
medicines from these druggists. About the year 
1800, there were but three — if I am correct — 
occupying the two corners and the centre of t!io 
square on Main hetween Thirteenth and Four- 
teenth atreets. The shop of the brothers Ternan 
(Irishmen) was at the lower comer, in a part of the 
same wooden house already twice mentioned as yet 
standing there. A visit to their shop might have 
rendered an emetic superfluous, so begrimed with 
dirt was it and its attendants; but they made a 
fortune. Crawford's, at the npper corner where 
the cannon stands erect, was quite a contrast in 
point of neatness ; but he was less popular, though 
also from the Emerald Isle, and did not reap so 
rich a harvest. Duval, the siro and grandsiro of 
apothecaries, occupied the central shop, and was 
among the first to prepare nostrums in the shape 
of anti-hilious pills, in opposition to Dr. Church. 
He also established a pottery and a manufactory 
of tiles for roofing, but with all his enterprise and 
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industry, I doubt if his dirty rivals did not malte 
tlie most money. 

Tlie Medical College is of modern date, having 
been established in 1837, by the united influences 
and exertions of Doctors Chamberiaync, Cullen, 
Warner, Maupin and Bobannan. The Union 
Hotel was converted into a medical school and 
hospital. Limbs, instead of cutting capers, ■were 
cut in pieces in the ball room — potions were mixed 
instead of punch — poultices supplanted puddings, 
and Seidlitz water, champagne. Now, the former 
order of things is reinstated at the Hotel, and 
young doctors are diplomatized and patients are 
physicked in the Egyptian edifice on the old 
Academy or Theatre Square — so frequently men- 
tioned in these pages. 

The Medical College erected there has acquired 
stability and celebrity under a succession of com- 
petent Professors, In 1860, about 200 medical 
students seceded in a body from the Northern 
Colleges, in consequence of the John Brown raid 
at Harper's Ferry, and the excitement created 
by his admirers, the abolitionists. Thereupon 
the Virginia Legislature granted $30,000 for the 
extension of the College and Hospital. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

NEWSPAPERS AHD PRINTERS. 

The oldest newspaper in Richmond in my young 
days was " The Virginia Gazette," Federal 
in politics, published semi-weetly by Augustine 
Davis, editor and printer. In the former capa- 
city the implement be chiefly used was the scis- 
sors, and he resorted to the pen on indispensable 
occasions only, as in his hands it was a dull one 
compared with the other. The Gazette was little 
more than half the size of the present "Dis- 
patch," but did not contain half as much ia 
matter, and was not more than one-fourth of the 
troad sheet of the "Richmond "Whig" or "En- 
quirer." 

Mr. Davis was Postmaster in those days when 
the northern mail arrived thrice a week, and was 
five or six days coming from New York, and he 
performed in person the duties of the office. 
The news from Europe was seldom less than five 
or six weeis old, and occasionally ten. Under 
SMch circumstances, the accumulation of news when 
it came had to be compressed in small space. 
" Correspondence," foreign or domestic, was not 
even imagined, and I suspect that term might 
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justly be applied to much that appears now-a-days, 
and has so imposing an aspect, especially under 
the foreign head, emanating from the garret of 
"a penny-ar-liner," and hashed up from a mass 
of European papers, or prompted by some stoek- 
jobhers or brokers. 

Mr. Davis's Gazette was Federal in politics, and 
being for many years without any professional edi- 
tor, rendered no service to the party it professed 
to espouse. Its Republican opponents sometimes 
cunningly used it as a tool for their own purposes. 
Mr. Jones of the "Examiner," and some of his 
co-laborers, would occasionally send Mr. Davis 
anonymous articles in reply to their own in the 
"Examiner," the drift of which would escape Mr. 
D.'s acumen, and he would publish them, whilst the 
authors would laugh at the success of their trick, 
and reply to and expose the weakness of the article 
they had palmed on their adversary. 

The old saying that " a lie in a newspaper is 
good for two paragraphs," assertion and contra- 
diction, did not hold good usually in Mr, Davis's 
time. There could generally be enough of "au- 
thentic intelligence" collected in three days to fill 
his short columns, without having recourse to any 
thing but plain matters of fact, as was the case 
with newspapers generally ; rendering manufactured 
news a duU and unprofitable commodity; so that 
there were few workmen in that line, and no report- 
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! tlieir Tvit on drunken vagranta or 
quarrelsome couples.* As to false reports, the long 
interval between the publication of two papers, like 
hot weather in a fish market, caused the article to 
spoil before it couli be used. Mr. Davia'a oflice 
■was in the same basement, corner of Main and 
Eleventh, whence " The Enquirer" is now issued. f 
In the adjoining tenements, also his property, was 
"the Queen's palace," after the removal from that 
on Gary street, which the reader will find noted in 
the history of her reign. 

The political or politic toleration declared in Mr. 



* It is much to Tie deplored that many editors at the present 
day instead of endeavtring t< ftrra or to reform and to refine 



from it, for as long ago as 1802, Chancellor Wythe remarlied, 
that " the occupation of newspaper editors had become lower 
than that of BoaveDgerB ; the former brouglit filth into our 
streeta, tlie latter oleanBed them." This ib extracted from a 
Kichmond paper, which was not obnosioua to the charge. 

f In 1860, instead of the cellar on 11th, the "Enquirer'- 
emanates from an attic on 12th street. Whether the change is 
merely local, its numerous readers can judge. 
20 
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Jefferson's inaugural measago, "We are all Repub- 
licans, we are all Fedcriilise's," was not exercised in 
Mr. Davis's case, and he ceased to be Postmaster. 
His successor made it a sineoure office, by placing 
it under the charge of Mr. Davis's eldest son. 
This proscription excited the ire of the editor, and 
he changed the title of his paper to that of " Psi- 
triot," a title that disappointed politicians are apt 
to assume. lie employed a pungent and spicy ed- 
itor named Prentiss, but, if I remember rightly, hia 
paragraphs were too highly seasoned for the taste 
of his readers. 

A contemporary paper, but the junior to the 
Gazette, was " The Virginia Argue," Democratic 
(then styled Republican) in politics, and published 
by Sam'l Pleasants, also semi- weekly, Mr. Pleasants 
■was, like his rival, more expert in wielding the scis- 
sors than the pen. The two editors did not draw 
their weapons on each other sanguinarily, though 
espousing opposite parties, and seldom came in col- 
lision in their editorials, unless when represented by 
champions under their masks, and as the editor of 
the "Argus" was a Quaker, there was no danger of 
a duel, or of a resort to the peace-maker "«f" to 
avert one. The eyes of "Argus" began to wax 
dim, when they were suddenly brightened, and he 
was rendered wide awake by a good genius * who, 

* Tie Spy WHS discovered to be William Wirt. 
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under the mask of "A British Spy," furnished, in 
1803, a aeries of letters which not only kept open 
the eyes of "Argus," but also those of his readers. 
They furnished much to interest and amuse the 
public, and brought a great increase to the sub- 
acription list of the paper; but with the (departure 
of the Spy, departed many of the subscribers, and 
after the war excitement was over, the "Argus" 
closed its eyes. Its old antagonist, under its 
patriotic appellation, was extant in 1818 and later. 

While theae two non-combatanta were pursuing 
their quiet course, there was a furious Republican 
champion in the field. " The Examiner," edited 
by Meriwether Jones, who was an editor, not a 
printer, and in consideration of this qualification 
and disqualification, he was elected printer to the 
Commonwealth. It might be curious to see some 
of the typographical work which was executed in 
his office for the public. Much of it, however, was 
underlet to practical printers. 

There was a celebrated and notorious hack-writer 
in Richmond iu those days — James Thompson 
Callender, a well educated Scotchman, an able 
writer and a great sot. He was employed by the 
editor of the Examiner in promoting the election 
of Mr. Jefi'erson to the Presidency, and good ser- 
vice he performed — his potatijns stimulated his 
pen, and drunk or sober, his paragraphs were ably 
written. Democracy was in the ascendant, and 
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Mr. Jefferson was elected. Csillender tliongbt his 
services might eiaim a reward, as he saw rewards 
conferred upon less able partizans. Hia claim, 
very properly, was not admitted, and liiie many 
other unrewarded partizana, he changed hia politics. 
Just about this time, a practical printer named 
Pace, who could compose types much better than 
he could paragraphs, attempted to establish a paper 
called " The Rec&rder." It was dying of inani- 
tion in its cradle, when Callender offered to save its 
life and make a, giant of it. He became the anti- 
administration combatant, and opened his batteries 
on Mr. Jciferson in a series of the moat furious and 
Billingsgate articles against bim and his principles, 
moral and political. Callender had been impris- 
oned for libel during Adams's administration, from 
whence be waa released by the clemency of Mr, 
Jefferson. He now got back again into his "old 
quarters in the Richmond jail," (whence he dated 
his writings,) for a libel on Mr. Hay, district attor- 
ney, appointed by Mr. Jefferson. 

Callender's pen was .at the service of whoever 
TTOuld pay for it, and he was employed by some of 
the members of the legislature to write circulars 
for them to their constituents at the close of the 
sessions. As the fee for such a composition was 
equal to several days' pay, two or more members 
from counties remote from each other would club 
together for a circular, chock full of democracy. 
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manufactured bj a Scotchman for tte nonce. One 
of them would obtain it and place it in the printer's 
hands, with instructions to adapt the captions and 
signatures to suit the seTeral members who clubbed 
their money instead of their wita. 

On one occasion the boys in the printing office, 
who folded and directed the circulars, were so 
mischievous as to direct them indiscriminately. 
Thus aome of the letters signed by an eastern mem- 
ber would be sent to a western constituent, and 
vice-veraa, tending to show a remarkable coinci- 
dence in the sentiments and language of different 
individuals. One of these boys was afterwards 
Capt. J. B. Nicolson, of the navy, and the writer 
admits that he was the instigator, and though not 
one of the devils, aided and abetted them. 

Poor Callender, a martyr to both democracy and 
federalism, and also to liquor, died a whiskey and 
watery death. He had one day imbibed too much 
whiskey before taking his daily bath in the river, 
and was drowned. 

Another hack-writer came to Richmond about 
1803 or '4 — John Wood, a Scotchman also, and of 
the most forbidding aspect; bat he did not exer- 
cise Ilia venal pen here; his occupation was that of 
teacher and surveyor, and he assisted Bishop Madi- 
son in constructing a map of Virginia. He had 
previously acquired notoriety by writing a distorted 
"History of John Adams's administration," about 
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the period of its close in 1801, to suit some party 
purpose, which did not suit Aaron Burr, who con- 
trived to suppress the book, (but it lealted out,) and 
employed Wood to write a distorted biography of 
himself, (Burr,) which he also found it politic to 
suppress — it was supposed that this second thought 
arose from a scheme he had in view of ingratiating 
himself with the federal party. Wood, soon after 
his arrival, went to Kentucky, set his venal pen to 
work on a paper called "The Western AVorld," 
hut ho was accompanied from Eichmond hy a young 
man named Street, who was to be the fighting 
editor, for Wood was a great coward, and although 
an atheist, was afraid of ghosts. His employers 
soon ceased their pecuniary contributions, and Wood 
left the beaten path of venality and returned to 
Richmond to resume that of instnietion. Among 
other things, he published a theory of the tides, 
baaed on the principle of the change in the velocity 
of a cart wheel in its rotary and progressive 
motion. 

A coteraporary and strenuous opponent in politics 
to "The Examiner," was "The Virginia Fede- 
ralist," published by Stewart and Rind, and ably 
edited. The talent it displayed induced some party 
leaders to cause a change in Jta place of publication 
to Washington city, where it appeared under the 
title of I'he Washington Federalist- 

On the death of Meriwether Jones, his brother 
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Skelton, of duelling notoriety,* edited the Exami- 
ner, but the pecuniary affairs of the establishment 
had always been embarrassed — subscriptions to 
newspapers are, notoriously, difficult to collect, and 
the publication ceased. But the inquirer, like a 
Ph(enix, arose from its ashes in 1804, and under 
the judicious and energetic managcroont of Thomas 
Ritchie, aided by many able contributors, " The 
jblnquirer" acquired a greater circulation and influ- 
ence than any of its predecessors. Looking at the 
signatures of its numerous correspondents, one 
might suppose that all the sages and patriots of 
Greece and Rome had arisen from their tombs to 
enlighten the existing generation. If spiritual 
manifestations had favored that generation, as it 
curses this, the communications and revelations 
might thus have been accounted for ; but, in many 
instances, they would have proved, that intellect is 
not progressive in a future state, and that the future 
state is a democratic one. Such was the success of 
the Enquirer, that Mr. Ritchie found it expedient 
to attach to it a sort of tender, as a vehicle for city 
advertisements, and he purchased " The Compiler," 
which had been commenced by Leroy Anderson 
and W. 0. Shields. 

To counteract the influence of the Enquirer, 

*Id those daya " Coffee and Pistols for two" wcro ftlmoat na 
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there tv&s brought out, in 1824, a powerful oppo- 
nent, in " The Whig," edited by John Hampden 
Pleasants. These two papers have been political 
opponents for many years, and would I could add 
the antagonism had been political only. 

It is deeply to he regretted that our newspapers 
should be so frequently disgraced by personalities, 
which have no connection with the subject under 
discussion, and which tend to show a lack of sound 
argument, and certainly of good manners. What 
have become of the rules adopted by a Convention 
of Editors some years ago ? Like the proceedings 
of most conventions, they were forgotten after the 
farewell feast had been eaten, and the fraternal 
sentiments then expressed, evaporated with the 
fumea of the wine in which they were drunk. We 
see no personal abuse of each other by European 
editors. 

Many ephemeral papers have appeared, like 
meteors, and some of them may " have shed a bale- 
ful influence." Among the number that sought to 
enlighten the people, were two " Standards" that 
struck their colors ; a " Shield " that cease to pro- 
tect ; a " Star" that was extinguished ; a " Phcenix" 
from whose ashes no other was hatched ; a " Spirit 
of '76 " that vanished ; a " JefFersonian" that was 
probably a misnomer, and sundry " Times ;" whether 
dull, or brisk, or hard, they did not become old. 
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PERIODICALS. 

The first and grandest attempt to establish a lit- 
erary periodical in Richmond, was by L. H. Gri- 
rardin, a learned and scientific I"ronch gentleman, 
who was at one time the principal of a female school. 
He issued, in March 1805, the prospectus of a 
monthly magazine in quarto, entitled " Amoenitates 
" GraphiccE, or instructive and amusing collection 
" of Views, Animals, Plants, Mowers, Minerals, 
" Antiquities, Customs, and other interesting ob- 
"jects. Selected and engraved from drawings 
" after nature, with descriptive and explanatory 
" sketches in English and French. The test, by 
" L. H, Girardin, Professor of Modern Languages, 
"History and Geography in William & Mary Col- 
"lege. The engravings by Prederick Bosler." 

There's a title page for you ! and like some 
empty pretenders, it could not support its title. 
The first number contained six fine plates, colored, 
price $2 — each succeeding number §3 ; but no 2d 
number succeeded, and all that breath was expended 
in vain. 

The next attempt was made about 1807 or '8, by 
Seaton Grantland, who published a thin but noafc 
monthly, called The Q-leaner; but there were no 
rich fields to glean from then. Literature was cul- 
tivated, but not authorship. Even English Maga- 
zines and Reviews had not then acquired celebrity 
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by paying for talent, except the Edinburgli, the 
great pioneer, then but recently established. The 
" Gloanor" did not get through its teens when Mr. 
G., who was both editor and printer and quite a 
young man, very judiciously transferred himself 
and his types to Georgia, where he became printer 
to the State, a member of Congress, and, what was 
better, acquired a large fortune. 

In 1809, the community was waited on by " The 
Visitor," who called once a fortnight, in a rather 
brownish garb, but composed of pretty good mate- 
rials, and in a sfjiiaro form ; in other words, invested 
in a dingy quarto sheet. As Mr. Girardin's grand 
project had failed, be felt a sympathy for this 
modest one, and contributed to its pages, in which 
appeared what ho had pi'obably composed for his 
own still-born bantling, a long Latin poem, entitled 
"Monomachia — sive Duello." 

The publishers of the "Visitor" were Lynch, a 
practical printer, an Irishman of diminutive size, 
and Southgate, a musician, an Irishman of very 
large size, who filled many of the pages io musical 
type. Tho Rov. Mr. Blair, Mr. Munford, and 
others, kindly furnished contributions. But, of 
course, the circulation of such a paper was very 
limited, and, after a few efforts and throbs, it 
ceased with its second volume, no successor appear- 
ing to claim the barren realm for many years. 

The Southern Literary Messenger originated 
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from a remarkable combination in ono iiiclividual 
of enterprise, industry and perseyeranee ; one w!io 
could contribute little else than mechanical skill 
to such a periodical as he succeeded in establish- 
ing more to his honor than his profit. Thoraaa 
W. White commenced the publication in 1834, at a 
time when even our largo cities sustained very few 
such enterprises. A local sale of 5,000 copies was 
more probable and feasible in New York or Phila- 
delphia, than one of 250 in Richmond. Mr. White 
used every effort to obtain contributions from the 
best sources, and was even importunate in his ap- 
plications to the comparatively few writers who at 
that time had attained to celebrity, and who would 
bestow any of their talent on what might be con- 
sidered fugitive literature. 

A short time after its commencement, he obtained 
the services of Edgar A, Poe as editor, which were 
continued for eighteen months — an unusually long 
period for that erratic genius to devote to one occu- 
pation. His successor, 'for a still shorter period, 
was H. T. Tuckerman; then it passed into the 
hands (editorially) of Jamea B. Heath, who wrote 
for it and selected the material. The Rev. E. H. 
Chapin rendered the same service at a subsequent 
period. None of these gentlemen were ever known 
to the public in the capacity of editor; Mr. White's 
name remaining on the cover as editor and pro- 
prietor. After Mr. White's death, the magazine 
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was bought by B. B. Minor, who conducted it for 
four years, when be was succeeded by John R, 
Thompson. The contributors to the "Messenger" 
have been very numoroua, and represent all parts 
of the country and all classes of cultivated mind. 
The list embraces many of the most distinguished 
names in American literature: Eiigar A. Poe, H. 
W. Longfellow, Mrs. Lydia H. Sigoumey, WiUiam 
Gilmore Simms, Amelia B. Welby, Richard Henry 
Wilde, Philip Pendleton Cooke, H. T. Tncberman, 
Louisa J. McCord, Alexander B. Meek, Donald G. 
Mitchell, Paul H. Hayne, Caroline H. Glover, Jno. 
Esten Cooie, Geo. D. Prentice, &c., &c. Besides 
these professional writers, a very large nurober of 
persons, eminent in other walks of life, have con- 
tributed to its pages papers of remarkable ability 
and cleverness, either with the view of influencing 
the public mind or pour s'amuser. Professor Dew's 
strong arguments on the slavery question, Lieut, 
Maury's " Scraps from the Lucky Bag," the elegant 
essays of the Tuckers, (Henry St, George and Bev- 
erly, both eminent as jurists, and George Tucker, 
the biographer of Jefierson and historian of the TJ. 
States,) the notes of travel of Dr. Bwsehcnberger of 
the Navy and of P. St. George Cooke of the Army, 
all attracted great attention to the " Messenger " 
as thoy appeared. The "Reveries of a Bachelor," 
by Ik Marvel, and Joseph G. Baldwin's inimitable 
"Plush Times of Alabama and J 
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originally publiahed in tlio " Messenger" during 
Mr. Thompson's editorial management of it. But 
the most popular story ever brought out in its pages 
was "Judith Benaaddi," by Dr. Henry Ruffner, 
latterly and widely known as the author of the 
"Buffner Pamphlet," first published in 1847, and 
afterwards reprinted in consequence of a loud 
popular demand in 1859. 

I"or the credit of Virginia, and as furnishing a 
respectable vehicle for the literary productions of 
Ler men and women of talent and genius, and also 
information and amusement to her reading public, 
it is to be hoped that the " Messenger " will not 
only be supported, but receive a largely increased 
patronage. It has striven against adversity, and 
deserves to taste the sweets of prosperity, 



The oldest printer whose name I can recali, was 
Dixon, who came from Williamsburg when its glory 
departed ; after him, T. Nicholson, the very beau 
ideal of an oM bachelor, if beau and ideal can be 
thus applied. The work of printing the first vol- 
ume of Call's Reports occupied his energies for 
about twelve months. He was Librarian to the 
Society formed soiae sixty years ago, and woe to 
the member who retained a book beyond the limited 
time ! Under his care the library was well sus- 
21 
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tained. The site of his Printing Office and of the 
Library, is now occupied bj Goddin's Hall. 

One of his apprentices, or journeymen, is now 
the oldest of the craft in Richmond, and the oldest 
citizen of Richmond birth. The venerable Mr. 
Warrock, at the age of eighty-three, still handles 
the composing-stick, and continues to publish his 
Almanac,* which has recorded half as many years 
as himself. 

Though somewhat damaged by time, his ease has 
no bad type, and, after the impressions of so many 
years, his form is still capable of work. 

[I\Ir. Warrock died March 7th, 1858, aged 84 
years and 4 months.] 



* Apropos to AlmaiDaca ; it is a curious fuot that, in tba 
commenocmeut of tMa centnry, "Bannaker'a Almanac" was 
annually issneii and waa caloulated by Benjamin Banaakci-, a, 
blaclc man, wlio resided in Maryland, and whose name has been 
reudered oonspicuous in the rcaorda of the Marjland Histocical 
Society by Mv. Latrobe and Mr. NorrJs. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

PUBLICANS AND PATKIOTS. 

Dr. Johnson says, "who drives fat oxon should 
himself be fat." In Richmond it was proved 
that he who served the hecf should acquire the 
obesity. 

The hosts of our tavorna, in old times, were a 
jolly looking set. The oldest in my day were old 
Eurgess and his wife, round and rosy, of that 
ancientest of inna, " The Bird in Rand," at the 
foot of Church Hill. Then came in succession 
locally, Raphael, of the Oity Tavern, fat and lazy. 
These hosts were not distinguished by military 
titles, as were most of their local superiors. Major 
Bowler has already been described. Caspar 
Fleisher and his witc were host and hostess of 
the RiBing Sun — as lound and as red as he, when 
seen thiough a fog — against the effect of which 
Caspar fuinisheil an antidote. His sun rose and 
shone for many years near the old Capitol, and 
on the spot now occupied by stores on Pour- 
teenth street, north aide of Exchange alley. 

The rotundity of Caspar and his wife gave 
warranty that their table was well served and 
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tlieir beer not small, for Leer was a general and 
genteel beverage in those daya, although lager had 
not raised it head, if it has any. * At that time 
very good beer was mado by Hay & Forrester, at 
their brewery on Canal and Fourth streets. Wo 
■were independent of the North for all our bever- 
ages. Our French brandy and Jamaica rum were 
not distilled in New York, nor our champagne (if 
■we had any) bottled in New Jersey. 

Col, Radford of the MagU, was of grand di- 
mensions, as was his house in those days, and of 
great resort. Esnie Smock afterwards became 
landlord of the Eagle. I mention him hecause 
the name is now obsolete here, as applied either to 
men or things. 

Crouch's Virginia Inn, on the ascent of Gov- 

* p. S. 1880. — Lager has raised its IiE^id acd a strong one 
it ia, as are ttoae of its oountrymcn. Lager has gone aliead of 
all otiar beverages. The number of "Satoona" that bear ita 
aame, is scaroely esoeeded by that of olotbing-sbopB, kept also 
by Germans. T lie j are a yaluable aoquieition to our city, in 
many useful (rades. They arc also our gayest oitiiens, and 
enjoy lieir hours of relaxation. They have their Mueioal and 
Turner's Sooietiea, their private theatres, their "'Vollts Garten," 
and support two or three newspapers, and though last, not 
least, Churolies of different denominations. 

This is a new and pleasant phase in the aspect of our eity. 
More German names than any other appear ovor the doors in 
Bomo parts of it, and to judge by the cou^versation heard in the 
streets, one might bo at a loss to know whether German or 
English, is tho language of the oouolry. 
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eriior street, had nothing to distinguish it that I 
remember, except tlie difficulty of getting to it, 
and the small inducoment to do so. Where now 
stands the Exchange, or a very small portion of it, 
stood Major Davis's Tavern, itself of very small 
pretensions, but its host of very great — never less 
than a scarlet vest, coclied hat and other externals 
to correspond, and a very martial air, even Tvhen 
not on parade. A tough pull was it, in wet 
weather, to attain to the Major's house, the locality 
of which was chosen in respect to Bt/rd's Ware- 
house, a tobacco inspection opposite, which may be 
said to have gone to h — 1, or h — 1 to it — accord- 
ing to a modern application of that word, unfit for 
ears polite — considering how a portion of the site 
is now occupied. Major Davis's tavern, was in- 
vaded and demolished by Byrd's Ware -ho use, 
which, from some motive, politic or otherwise, 
changed sides, and toot possession of the whole 
of the present Exchange premises, but in a few 
years came to a conclusion. 

Col. Goodall, of the Indian Queen, was a man 
of commanding mien, rotund and rosy, as if ho 
enjoyed the good things he dispensed to his guests. 

The Queen, like all her race, was deposed, and 
her effigy which was arrayed in furs and feathers, 
was supplanted by a martial figure of Washington 
on horseback, sword in hand. His "monument" 
was substituted for himself in designating the old 
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tavern, and even this did not prove "durable as 
brass," but subsided into the unaspiring cognomen 
of " Central." But the Colonel deserves to be 
mentioned in a different character than as host of 
the Indian Queen, under whose plumes ho nestled. 

"When Governor Dunmore, like a thief in the 
night, took a quantity of powder secretly from the 
magazine at Williamsburg, in 1775, Patrick Henry 
was elected to the command of tha first eompan^ 
of volunteers that took up arms against roya! au- 
thority, or encroachment, in any State south of 
Massachusetts, and immediately after the affair at 
Lexington and Concord. The volunteers of Han- 
over dared to offer resistance to their King, the 
Elector of Hanover. Of this band of patriots, 
Patrick Henry was Captain, Samuel Meredith Lieu- 
tenant, and Parke Q-oodall Ensign ; and he was 
detached, with sixteen men, to demand of Richard 
Corbin, the king's Receiver-General, the sum of 
three hundred and thirty pounds, in payment for 
the stolen powder, or in case of refusal to take him 
prisoner. Mr. Corbin was not at home, but Dun- 
moro found it prudent to order him to pay the 
money. This was the first overt act of rehelUon 
in Virginia against royal authority, and Colonel 
Goodall deserves to be remembered for his partici- 
pation in it. 

The Union Tavern, (previously Mrs. Gilbert's 
Coffee-house,) was kept in 1802, by Wm. Booker, 
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whose threshing machines, (for wheat, not for 
guests,) were probably tho first ever made in "Vir- 
ginia. His successor, as a host, was Jas. H. 
Lynch. The tavern, which, though of moderate 
dimensions, assumed the <}lohe for its sign, was 
when in a state of dissolution, removed to the 
suburbs, to make room for the grand store of Kent 
Paine & Co., as already mentioned. 

The Swan Tavern was kept hy Major Moss, 
who probably also served in the Revolutionary war. 
He exhibited good breeding, good feeding, and 
good fellowship in his full figure and face. His 
house might have been called the Lincoln's Inn or 
Doctor's Commons of Eichmond, for there assem- 
bled, in term time, the non-resident judges and 
lawyers ; and though of unpretending exterior, the 
Swan was the tavern of highest repute for good 
fare, good wine, and good company. Here cen- 
tred "the logic and the wisdom, and the wit," 
nor was "the loud laugh" wanting. It has lost its 
name and fame, and few of its professional guests 
survive. 

An occasional appendage to the Swan was a 
house nearly opposite to it, at the corner of Eroad 
and Ninth streets, where a large China store now 
stands. In that house Aaron Burr was kept 
prisoner during his trial for treason, the Federal 
Court having no prison under its control. His 
first place of imprisonment was the common jail, 
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but his counsel stated to the Judge that there 
was no privacy there to allow of free conferotiee, 
and he was removed to the Penitentiary, where 
pleasant apartments were assigned him — if apart- 
ments in a prison can be called pleasant — and from 
thence, when his trial came on, he was incarcerated 
in the house above mentioned, being near the Court 
room. He was the first of modern filibusters, and 
had cot his plans been thwarted, might have become 
the Napoleon of the West, the scourge of Louis- 
iana,- tho liberator of Mexico, with a host of 
adherents who, fortunately for themselves, had not 
become so fal: implicated in his plots as to be 
arraigned at the bar. 

The occasion. of his trial brought to Richmond 
many distinguished men, as counsel, witnesses, &e., 
some of whom would have held a very different 
position, had Burr's plans proved successful. 
Among the number was the purblind but accom- 
plished Mr. Blannerhasset, and Dr. Erick Bolman, 
who was devoted to the ladies, and paid his ad- 
dresses to al! who gave him an opportunity. Ho 
had distinguished himself previously by an attempt 
in concert with Mr. Huger, of South Carolina, to 
rescue Lafayette from the Castle of Olmutz. 
Gen. Jackson was one of the witnesses, with whose 
tall, lank figure was contrasted the short, fat and 
pompous one of Gen. Wilkinson. The concourse 
that assembled in Richmond, serious as the occa- 
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sion was to the parties accused or suspected, made 
it a gay time, and those parties, except tlie princi- 
pal, generally partook of the gaiety. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

RACES AHD BALLS. 

In old times in Virginia, horse-racing was the 
sport of gentlemen. Many wealthy planters had 
their stud of horses of the best stock, as well as 
of the most useful, and hred them for the turf, the 
saddle, the harness, and the plough. There was 
no West then, as now, to supply them, and mules 
were scarcely known. One gentleman who had 
seen their value elsewhere, for the purpose of 
introducing them, brought two or three jacks to 
Richmond, but in vain. He turned them out on 
the common, and the school boys derived great 
sport from riding them. Washington Irving has 
introduced a gentleman in one of his sketches, 
under the name of Ralph Ringwood, who I must 
also introduce here as one of the school-boys. To 
make sure of a holiday ride, he caught one of the 
donkeys over night, and stabled him in his father's 
smoke-house. At an early hour in the morning, 
the household was alarmed by a most unearthly, 
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but not a heavenly noiae. Tiie liouae-keeper 
thought her bacon had gone to the devil or the 
devil had got into it. The young scamp had to 
allay the demon by producing the key and releas- 
ing the donkey. Irving givea a richer, and of 
course an amusing version of tha story, showing 
that the adventure with the donkey tended to make 
Mr. Duval Governor of Florida. 

Gentleraen of town and country formed the 
Jockey Clubs, which held the Spring and Fall 
racQS at Richmond and Petersburg, and perhaps 
elsewhere. They and their friends came to town 
in their coaches and four, in their phaetons, char- 
iots and gigs, bringing their wives and daughters ; 
a very convenient time for obtaining the Spring 
and Pall fashions. The race-field presented a 
brilliant display of equipages, filled with the reign- 
ing belles and their predecessors. Many were the 
pairs of gloves lost and won between them and 
their beaux. Nothing could appear more animated 
than such an assemblage of beauty and fashion. 
The equestrians, on fine blooded horses, riding 
from coach to coach, or during the heat of tho 
race, going at high speed, to obtain a commanding 
view of the contest. The 'race week was a perfect 
carnival. The streets were thronged with equi- 
pages, and the shops with customers. Not only 
taverns and boarding-houses were filled, bat pri- 
vate families opened their hospitable doors to their 
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country friends. Among the amusements of the 
week was the Race Ball, which (as well as the 
regular dancing assemblies of the winter) was held 
in the large hall-room of the Ea.glo. Boots and 
pants in those days were proscribed. Etiquette 
required shorts and ailks, and pumps with huckles, 
and powdered hair. The ball was opened by one 
of the managers and the lady ho thought proper 
to distinguish, ■with a minuet de la Cour, putting 
the grace and elegance of the couple to a severe 
ordeal. 

Such bowing and courtaeying, tiptoeing aud 
tip fingering, backing and filling, advancing and 
retreating, attracting and repelling, all in the 
figures of Z or X, to a tune which would have 
served for a dead march ! A long silken train 
following the lady, like a sunset shadow; and the 
gentleman holding a cocked hat under his arm, or 
in his hand, until at last the lady permitted the 
gentleman at full arms-length, to hand her, by the 
very tips of her fingers, to a seat, when, with a 
most profound bow, he retreated backward to seek 
one for himself. 

Then commenced the reel, like a storm after a 
calm — all life and animation. No solemn walking 
of the figure to a measured step — but pigeon-wings 
fluttered, and all sorts of capers were cut to the 
music of Si. Gilliat's fiddle, and the flute or clario- 
net of his blacker comrade, London Brigs. 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



252 BJCHMOND IN BT-GONB DATS. 

Contra diinees followed, and Bometimea a congo, 
or a hornpipe ; and iivlien " the music grew fast 
and furious," and the most stately of the company 
had retired, a jig would wind up the evening, 
which, by-the-by, commenced about eight o'clock. 

The waltz and the polka were as great strangers 
to the ball-room floor, as were champagne and 
Perigord pies to the supper-table. 

No bands wern then "promiscuously applied 
Around the waist or down the glowiDg side." 

The sports of the turf have so degoneratod of 
late years, that few ladies of the present genera- 
tion ever saw a race. The field is now chiefly in 
possession of a class, termed in softened phrase, 
"sporting characters," in the same way that negro- 
traders are called " speculators." Exclusive of 
the racing, the field presents a scene of the lowest 
gambling and dissipation ; but there is now a pros- 
pect of the sport being more reapectaHy patron- 
ized and conducted. 
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The woi-thies of Richmond, of the last century, 
formed among themselves three asaociations, for 
very different purposes — charitable, literary and 
social — in which order I shall introduce them. 

The AMiodBLB Society was instituted in 1788, 
with the benevolent object of relieving strangers 
and wajfarera in distress, for whom the law makes 
no provision. 

The first of&oers oleoteil by tho Society nere Anthony Single- 
ton, president; Alexander Montgomery, vice-president; Alei- 
nnder Buchanan, treasurer ; and Charles Hopkins, secretary. 
Their anooesBors were, in the presidency, in 179i, Andrew Ron- 
ald, and in 1800 the Rot. John Buchanan, who retained the 
office for a great nmaber of years ; in the Yice-presideuoj, in. 
1701 John Heury, in 1793 John Groves, in 1807 John Bioh- 
ards ; and aa treasurer WiHiavn Berkeley in 1801, John Foster 
in 1807, and subsequently Edmuad W, Bootes until his death. 

It may be curious, if not gratifying, to the few 
survivors and to the numerous descendants of the 
early members of the Society, to inscribe their 
names on these pages. The following is an extract 

2:i 
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from tho rccorda of the Amicable Society, kept in 
clerkly style : 

"A company of gontleraon, liaring met at tha Rlcliniond 
Coffee-house, on Saturdny, IBtli December, 1788, yis ; Ales. 
Montgomery, John G oves George We Cbo lea Hop&itg 
John Graham, and Alesa de B ohauan tl ey esolved to form 
themsolvea into a a o niv Vy the name of the in ea e So y 
of Richmond, tm the p \\es i d !or the pu oses exp ea ed 
in the Rules wh oh we u than cons ia el an 1 a jtel at 
the same time the follow ng geut emeu we e onus dered as 
memberH : 

" James Montgomery An h S n 1 n Geo e P e 
Andrew Ronald Ph I j bout a. Jo Cun ifo lud Jo bj h 
Hjgbee. 

"'Xha same evening ofEoers were appolated, to remain in 
office till the nest annnai meetiog: 

"Anthony Singleton, president; Ales' r Montgomery, Tioa- 
prasident; Charles Hopkins, secretary; Alex'r Buciianaa, 

"Ou (ho 20th Deoombar, 1788, the following new members 
ware admitted ; 

"Artliur Stewart, Thomas Keene, Richard Hartshome, John 
Marshall, William Wiaeham, William Shermer, Joseph Lakel, 
and William Fenwick." 

On the 7th February, 1789, the aoceasion of new members 
was, William Mitchell, Joa. Dalael, John CiiDgan, John 
Bnchanan, John Harrey, James Kemp and Joseph DarmstaiSt. 

At a meeting on the 2d Maj, 1780, the following entry is 
made on the record of tiie Society : " It having appeared, 
by advertisement, that a sorplas of a fund arising from a 
ball on General Waabiugton's bkthnight was to be given to 
this Soeiety, Mr. Alesandar Montgomery, as a manager of 
that ball, paid this evening, to the treasurer, the said surplus, 
amounting to twenty pounds, sisteen shillings and aiiponce." 

At tliis Meeting, the foUowiugnen members were admitted; 
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Giirdon. 

In 1812, Jaa. Brown, Jr., and Dr. J. D. McCaw. 

In 1813, Robt. Gwonhom and S. rleosanta; 1815, W. Lam- 
bert; 1816, Wm. Finney; 1822, Key. J. H. Eice and T. ll. 
Bradley. In 1835, a second reTival brought a large aooesaion 
of members, namely ; S. Jacobs, B. Brand, A. Otis, C. J. 
Nicholas, W. Bibber, L. J. Salignito, E. G. Scott, G. C. Pickett, 
G. H. Backus, J. Bi-onaugb, J. Goddin, J. MeEildoe, W. H. 
Hubbard, J. H. Eastaoe, T. Brocks nbrough, W. Qalt, Jr., Jaq. 
Taylor, Dr. T. Kelson, D. Warwick, J. Eawlings, T. Ritchie, 
J. Hall, Dr, J. Trent, W. Gilliatt, R. Owathmey, T. Gwatlimey, 
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J. Bosher, W. Munford, J. Ambler, J. Pavldiill, W. F, Micou, 
W. W. Hecniiig, R. Worthani, N. Shoppard, W. Brookenbrougli, 
D. J. Burr, M. Walthall and T. DJddep. 

Having extended the record through the period 
of two generations, I -wiU leave the last thirty 
years untold. Of all those named, I can count 
up but thirteen survivors. 

The funds of the Society accumulated, and the 
surplus of interest on its investments was regu- 
larly re-invested. 

In 1841, when the sfcoet held by the Society 
■was about $9,000, it made a donation of moro than 
one-half to the Female Humane Association of 
Richmond, in fifty shares of bank stock, in aid 
of the largo bequest made by the benevolent 
Edmund "Walls, a native of Ireland, and for many 
years Inspector of Flour in Richmond, who left the 
great bulk of his fortune to erect a building for 
that charity, which has been faithfully applied. 

On the formation of the Male Orphan Asylum, 
the Amicable Society made a donation to it of 
^1^000— in 1851. 

The Society still exists in a small number of 
members, and it is to bo hoped that it will acquire 
additional and active ones, whose exertions may 
invigorate and perpetuate it.* 

■*It is gratjfjing to state that since the preceding wbs 
written, this research haa recalled the attention of a 
public spirited gentleman to the long dormant Amicable So- 
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As a,n institution of our forefathers, it should 
bo honored and cherished for their sakea; and 
as a charitable one, for our own and our succes- 
sors. It should be deemed a perpetual legacy, 
from generation to generation. 

The Library Society under the management of 
its founders, who embraced most of the persons 
constituting the Amicable Society and in general 
the principal citizens, was aa well conducted aa 
such establishments usually are, and under the 
custody of Thomas Nicolson, Librarian, the books 
were well cared for, and the circulation of them 
was extensive. To what its failure is to be 
ascribed, I know not, unless it was an undue 
influence obtained by some lady novel readers, 
who induced their friends of the directory to fill 
tho shelves with "Minerva Library" novels, a 
notorious London mint for the issue of trash, such 
as is now hawked about our streets at twenty-five 
cents, for as much worthless matter as then cost 
two or three dollars. 

After an existence of twenty years or more, the 



obtained. Some funda have been iiirested and soma JiaTe 
been applied to tljs relief of the diatreaaed during tbis, tlie 
aeyerest ninter (1855-6) Itnown for many years. Bqow has 
mantled tlio earth for eis weeks, and ilie riTers in Virginia 
were oloaed to naTigation during the months of January and 
Februarj, "with ice moro than a foot in thiclinesa. 
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early teens of which were vigorous and useful, the 
library gradually declined ; the hooks were dis- 
tributed among the members, and tlie society 
ceased to exist. 

An interval of seven, years ensued, of literary 
darkness, so far as a public Library was necessary 
to diffuse light, and then a successor to the old 
institution was created, and would I could add, a 
thriving one, aad that its readers were as nume- 
rous as the number and character of its volumes 
should invite. It requii-es a considerable accession 
of members to keep its shelves furnished with the 
valuable and the good current literature of the 
day. Por the credit of the city, it is to be desired 
that all who can enjoy such literature, should male 
the small contribution required to entitle them 
to membership, and to sustain so useful an es- 
tablishment. It would he a reflection on the 
intellectual character of the city to say, that it 
cannot support a Library, nor even a Beading 
Eooin. The city appropriates an apartment in 
the AthEeneuni, with light and one hundred and 
fifty dollars annually, to the use of the Library, on 
condition that every visitor may there have gra- 
tuitous access to the books, * 

* In a parosysm of mnnicipn,! frugality tiiG Atliamcum and 
the fine lot of land atiaohad to it wsro aold^tbo lot fronts on 
Marshall street nnd estanded from Tentli to Eleventh, The 
tuilding has been demolished and dwellings are erected on the 
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I will now introduce the Quoit Club, or as it is 
called, 'luE Barbacue Clxib, 

"Who raised reason witli pleasuro, and 
Wisdom ■ffitii mivtb." 

This club was formed some sixty years ago, and 
met on Saturdays during the genial season, at 
Buchanan's Spring, under the oaks of original 
growth, with no other shelter than the shade they 
afforded, and an open ahetl, to protect the dinner 
table. Quoits was the game, and toddy, punch and 
mint julep the beverages, to wash down a plain 
substantial dinner, without wines or dessert. 
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ity, for tlie use of tbo life, water and gas dopartmonts, Tiieao 
are not the only instances of iQjudicious managcmeuC of city 
property, iu the laat few years. (1859.) 
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A list of the memhers of this club, would com- 
prise many of the moat worthy citizens of their 
day — hut are not their names written in the book 
of the Amicablo Society? I will r-ecord here, only 
Jasper Crouch, their mulatto cook, and who offi- 
ciated at all public dinners; he acquired tho -gout 
in this congenial occupation, and also the rotundity 
of an alderman and fell a victim to tho good things 
of this life. A similar club was formed many 
years after, and met at (Jlarlee'a Spring — near 
the Hollywood Cemetery — not then established. 
The two clubs were not rivals, but on the contrary, 
so cordial an understanding existed between them, 
that their meetings became alternate at each other's 
fountains. 

I should not omit to mention, that if any beta 
were made at the meetings of the club, they were 
forfeited to it, and as such a case occurred now and 
then, when an interesting game was in progress, 
these forfeits served to furnish some extra viands 
for the feast, all which were provided by a com- 
mittee of caterers, who also acted as masters of 
ceremony to strangers, etc.; tho members serving 
in rotation. 

The exercise and recreation, bodily and mental, 
at the close of the week's labors, were most grate- 
ful and invigorating, and the social intercourse was 
promotive of good fellowship. Respectable stran- 
gers, and more especially foreigners who were 
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invited to the harhacue, as the feast was called, 
could there see Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, 
without liceatiousness, presumption or demagogae- 
iam, and pure Republicanism, represented by some 
of the diatingaished men, who aided in forming the 
Republic. 

The trees still furnish their shade, and the spring 
ita cool stream, and some of the descendants of 
those that first asaemhied there, even of the second 
and third generation, yet partako of them, and 
pitch their quoits, or crack their jokes there. 

The mention of Clarke's Spring, (connected with 
the Clubs) reminds me of a gentleman connected 
with Col. Clarke. Major Clarke established a 
cannon foundry and boring mill on the river, 
some milea above Richmond, and induced the 
Federal Government to establish an Arsenal on 
the land adjoining, which obtained the appropriate 
name of Bellona Arsenal — and which, like the 
Navy Yard at- Memphis, was moat inappropriately 
located. 

The unhealthiness of the spot caused the Arsenal 
to be abandoned, and the Government permitted 
a gentleman to substitute silk worms for soldiera, 
and to try whether cocoons could be substituted 
for cannons. This was about the time that the 
Morua Multicaulis fever raged eo extensively, and 
to many, so fatally. The Mulberry slips were 
planted, and the eggs of the silk worma set for 
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Latcbing— but ' unfortunately, the praise-worthy 
effort, though promising well at first, proved 
abortive, and the worthy projector had, like his 
predecessor, to abandon the establishment, and 
after remaining vacant for several years, it was 
sold in 1856, including all the extensive buildings, 
for a few hundred dollars, having cost more than 
as many thousands — no unuSual case where public 
interests arc .involved. 



CHATTER XXV. 



" See how the world ita -veterans rewards, 
A jouth of folly, an old age of Oiirds." 

Is the first decade of the present century, a re- 
source for winter evening's pastime was found, by 
many of the ton-isb ladies, in a game of Loo. Its 
attractions were such that few evenings of the week 
passed without an assemblage at the rooms of one 
or other of the sporting circle. After discussing a 
dish of tea [dish was then the word), and another 
of scandal perhaps, the card-tabie was introduced 
and a circle formed around it. 
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In this enchanted and enchanting circle gentle- 
men were admitted, and he who played the most 
careless and hazardous game was svire to bo the 
most welcome, provided luck did not run too 
strongly in his favor ; but, on these occasions, the 
gentleman who accompanied their ladies usually 
amused themselves with a quiet rubber of Whist. 
Quiet was a term not applicable to tho ladies' table, 
except during the intense excitement created by a 
large sum on it. The original stake was small, but, 
by the forfeits of losers and contribations of deal- 
ers, the money in "the pool" would sometimes 
accumulate to a score or two of dollars, and even 
to three or four score, but this latter rarely occurred. 

As the contents of the pool increased, so did the 
excitement and anxiety of the players (I won't say 
gamblers). Many a charming face would lose ita 
sweetness, many a rosy cheek its hue ; many a 
bright eye would almost be dimmed by a rising 
tear, and many an apparently smooth and gentle 
temper would betray the indications of an approach- 
ing storm. Gentle accents would be changed to 
loud tones, and endearing epithets to harsh and 
insulting ones ; but as duels are the csclusive priv- 
ilege of gentlemen, or of those claiming that title, 
no other weapons than those they most exercise 
and can best wield, were resorted to by the ladies, 
except now and then in a very extreme case, when 
a curl might get deranged, or a cap be torn, — 
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but on sucli occasions the cause of irritation wiis 
extreme, such as the accusation of concealing a 
card, or other foul play. 

The practice (of playing I mean, not of fighting) 
had attained to an extreme height ; domestic and 
maternal duties were neglected, and some purses 
much lightened, when a true Knight came to the 
rescue of the enchanted fair ones. Under tho as- 
Bumed name of Siclcory Cornhill, he entered the 
lists against the demon Loo, for the relief of the 
distressed dames and damsels who were suffering 
under his enchantments. 

At the very first charge ho disarmed the demon, 
hut did not utterly destroy him. His abettors, who 
assumed the titles of Kings and Queens, and others 
who appeared in their true characters as Knaves, 
dared not show their faces publicly. They, and a 
few of their spell-bound victims, continued for a 
short time to hold their revels in a sneaking way; 
but the latter gradually became ashamed of them- 
selves and of each other, and were ultimately 
reclaimed. Tho former ceased to persecute tho 
fair sex, but found plenty of adherents among the 
other. 

When Hickory Cornhili's vizor was removed, it 
disclosed the features of G-eorge Tucker, and his 
squire was E. W. Bootes. 

I will add, in seriousness, that the disaster at 
the theatre gave a better tone to society and a 
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death-blow to female gamljling and, perhaps, to 
some of its votaries. May it never revive ! 

A specimen or two of Hickory's onslaught will 
show something of the fashions and pastimes of his 
day, and the similarity in some respects, and the 
contrast in others, with those of the present : 

"And first, all the moi-aiiig, the debates I attenii, 
Of the folks wko our laws come to make and to mend; 
Where sometimes I hear muoli fine deolamatioa 
'Bout judges and bridges, the banks and the nation ; 
But laet night my amuaemant was somewhat mors new, 
Being asked to a party of Jadies at Loo. 
Oh I then, my dear friends, what splendor wna seen, 
Each dame that was there was arrajed like a queen ; 
The camel, the ostrich, the tortoise, the boae 
And the kid, might bate found eacb his spoils on tbe fair. 
Though their dresses were made of the finest of atuff. 
It must be confessed they were scanty enongh ; 
Yet naught that this soant may their husbands avail, 
What they save from the body they waste in tbe tail. 
When they sit, they so tighten their clothes, that you can 
Sea a lady has legs just the same as a man ; 
Then sti-etohed on the floor were their trains all so nice— 
They brought to my miud .^sop's oonnoil of mice. 
Ere tea was serv'd up they ware prim as yen please. 
Bat when cards were produoed, all was freedom and ease. 
Mrs. Winloo, our hostess, each lady entreated 
To set the eiample — 'I pray, ma'am, be seated' — 
"After you, Mrs. Clutch '—' Well' if yea insist.' 
' Tora Shuffle, sit down, you prefer Loo to Whist.' 
Around the green board now tkey eagerly fix. 
Two beauz and four ladies oomposing the six. 

! daaloi'^begiu.' 
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' Is that the ta-ump-cartl ? tlieii I ciranot stand.' 
'And I must Ihrow np.' ' Let lae look at jouc hand.' 

' Oh, there's Mrs. Craven, she threw up the knave ! ' 
' 1 know I did, mailaoi, I don't play to save.' 

And thus thej wcut on — checking, stumping and fieding. 
And mueh otlier jai'gon tbat's not worth repeiLticg — ■ 
Till at length it struck twelve, and the viinnsi-s propose 
That the Loo wMoh was up theo the session should close. 
On a little more play tho' the lossrs ware bent. 
They could not withhold their reluctant assent. 
Mrs. Craven, who long since a. word had not spoke. 
Who scarce gave a eraile to the sly equivoque. 
But like an old mouser sat watching her prey. 
How uttered the oaiinons sound of ' I play I' 
And swept the grand Loo, thus proving the rule, 
That the still sow will ever swill most from the pool. 
Though much had been lost, yet now they had done, 
The deuce of them all would confess she had won. 
Bat soon I discovered it plain could he seen 
In each lady's face what her fortune had been." 
"Januai-y, 1806." 

The reformation in female society of tke vice of 
gaining, toniied no doubt to diminish it in the male 
ranks also, and to confine it in some degree to the 
frequenters of the Tiger's den, or to a portion of 
those who enact laws against it, and themselves test 
the futility of their own enactments. 

But there was another vice very prevalent among 
gentlemen of the past generation, which is greatly 
diminished, has gradually abated, and is now 
scarcely heard in refined or respectable society. 
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Formerly almost every sentence was rounded off 
with the (now disgusting) expletive of an oath, ut- 
tered unconsciously. D— ~d was the term by which 
to express admiration of a good fellow or detesta- 
tion of a rascal. Souls were pawned to establish 
the truth of an assertion, or it was vouched for by 
a violation of the Third Commandmeot. 

This practice no longer exists among gentlemen, 
at least to any extent, nor amongst refined ones at 
all. When heard now, as I regret to say it fre- 
quently is in the streets, or in bar rooms, it ia 
ascribed to the lack of good breeding or of good 
sense, or to sottish vulgarity. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

A MEDLEY. 

Among the enterprising men in llichmond to- 
ward the close of the last century was Mo&es 
Austin, who afterwards emigrated to the West, 
acd who deserves to bo called the founder of 
Texas. By his influence and unwearied exertions, 
sanctioned by the Spanish government, he infused 
BO large a portion of bold and enterprising citizens 
of the United States into the mixed population of 
that then Spanish colony, as to establish ultimately 
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an ascendancy, which redeemed Texas from Mexi- 
can degradation, and has rendered her one of the 
most thriving States in the Union. 

Moses Austin founded in Richmond a shot and 
pewter button factory {not a tower) on the lot 
where the gas house now stands,* on Gary street, 
and he built, of Philadelphia brick and wood-work 
and marble, the once fine house, now Lisle's 
corner, formerly Gamble's, on Main and Four- 
teenth streets, the most imposing structure of its 
day. In its elaborate cornice the martens used to 
build their nests, and when the young could take 
wing, the number of old and new broods was so 
great that their noise drowned all competition. 
The nuisance could not be abated by any other 
mode than by covering the cornice with canvas, 
which now disfigures it.f From this nursery, or 
colony, the martens adjourned to the Capitol, 

* Demolished, to be snocaeded by a "Sewing maohine manu- 
factory," which Ihope miil be permnnent and Buoceaaful. 

f Some familiitr spirit that Ijliints "Liale's row," must have 
peered OTSr my eboulder, or over that of the oompoaitor, when 
its domioils was thus spoken of, and must have whispered to 
its owner th^ warning given by Burns to his "brither Scots:" 



for on the day thU took {1st edition) was announced, the 
raggeil canvas was torn from tlie eornioe, and a new coat of 
pdnt put on the whole edifice, reatoring ita pristine gentility. 
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■wlicrG a general eongveas from all the surroundiog 
country was annually held for about a week or 
more previous to their exodus to a warmer climate 
or to winter quarters. On the day previous to 
their departure they assembled in myriads, and on 
the next day they had vanished invisibly and in- 
audibly. Fortunately their sessions preceded those 
of the "unplumed bipeds" (as some wise man 
calls bis brethren), who deliberated in the halls 
below — some of whom probably feathered their 
nests and others were plucked. 

Fortunately, I say, the martens adjourned before 
the law-makers assembled, for voluble and loud as 
the latter sometimes are, the martens would have 
silenced them. But it is remarkable that with 
all their noise, the martens were never " out of 
order." Their sessions and adjournments were 
conducted with the utmost regularity, and their 
commonwealth seemed to be governed by consti- 
tutional principles, which were neither changed 
nor violated. Their example would be no ignoble 
one to others, whose sessions are held in the same 
building, 

What has become of the martens ? have they 
changed tbeir seat of government? It is several 
years since they assembled in Richmond, and few 
are to be seen in the city or its vicinity. I hope 
they will revisit us, for though not musical, they 
are examples of industry and parental love, and 
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moreover, a colony of them would bo more efficient 
in ridding the trees of insects than all the beJtinga 
and washes that have been tried. Birds would he 
more numerous, hut that boys amuse themselves 
with throwing stones in the Capitol square, to the 
annoyance of pedestrians as well as of birds. If 
the latter were unmolested, and even fed at certain 
seasons, their music would add to the charms of 
the grounds, and their appetites would diminish the 
number of caterpillars that destroy the foliage. 

In Philadelphia, the innocent denizens of the 
woods are considered denizens of the city, and are 
so entirely unmolested in the public squares, as 
to lose their natural timidity. They are so accus- 
tomed to receiving food from children and other 
visitors, that the squirrels will approach and 
in beseeching attitude beg for nuts and fruit, 
in the unmistakeahle though silent language of 
nature. 

The Armory was erected soon after the adop- 
tion of the celebrated "Resolutions of 1798-'99," 
when the apprehended encroachments of the Fed- 
eral Government on "State Rights and Strict 
Construction," induced Virginia to prepare for 
the worst. 

At this establishment the maniifaeture of arms 
and artillery, from pistols to thirty-two pounders, 
was carried on for several years. This has ceased 
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long ago, and some of the buildings are now used 
as an arsenal and barracks, but portions of those 
in which the ivater-power was employetS, are adap- 
ted to the peaceful occupation of grinding grain. 
[P. S. 1860. Since the murderous and treason- 
able attempt by fanatics, at Harper's Ferry, it ia 
proposed to resnme the manufacture of arms at 
this establishment, and to introduce all the recent 
improvements in effecting it.] 

The large and ugly block of brick buildings 
erected by Col. Harvie, on Gary street, near the 
head of the basin, has now anything but a literary 
aspect, but it was once ITaUer's Academy, and the 
first portion of the block was doubled in size to 
accommodate that extensive establishment. Haller 
was a Swiss or German adventurer, who with little 
learning, had address and impudence enough to 
impose on the eommnnity ; bnt he also had judg- 
ment enough to enable him to select good teachers; 
among those, good or bad, of his or of his suc- 
cessor, Girardin, was Mons, Fremont, the father of 
Col. Fremont, of Pacific and warlike celebrity. 
But for the sake of all parties concerned, we will 
let this subject drop. 

DBNTISTEY AND ARCHITECTURE. 

Now-a-d»ys the profession of dentistry gives 
lucrative employment in our city to a score of 
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practitioners. In tlie days of my boyhood, only 
one Tooth-drawer, who probably never heard the 
word dentist, did all the work and all the mischief 
in the dental line. 

Peter Hawkins was a tall, raw-boned, very biack 
negro, who rode a. raw-boned, black horse, for his 
practice was too extensive to be managed on foot, 
and he carried all his instruments, consisting of 
two or three pTiUikina, in his pocket. His dex- 
terity was -such, that he has been known to be 
stopped in the street by one of his distressed 
brethren, (for he was of the church,) and to relieve 
him of the offending tooth, gratuitously, without 
dismounting from his horse. His strength of wrist 
was such, that he would almost infallibly extract, 
or break a tooth, whether the right or the wrong 
one. I speak from sad experience, for he extract- 
ed two for me, a sound and an aching one, with 
one wrench of his instrument. 

On Sundays he mounted the pulpit instead of 
black bare-bones, and as a preacher he drew the 
fangs of Satan with his" spiritual pullikins, almost 
as skillfully as he did the teeth of his brother sin- 
ners on week days, with his metallic ones. 

Peter's surgical, but not his clerical mantle, fell 
on his son, who depletes the veins and pockets of 
his patients, and when he has exhausted the latter, 
the former are respited. The doctor dismisses 
himself, and as likely as not, carries the malady 
with him. 
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Opposite to the residence of "Peter Hawkins, 
Tooth-Drawer," on Brook Avenue, stood, or tried 
to stand, a most singular specimen of architecture, 
without form, hut not void. It was a hovel huilfc 
hy its sable occupant, of hrick-hats and mud, and 
as the ground on ■which it stood formed a trape- 
zium, he adapted his edifice to it. Square and 
plumb and level had nothing to do with the lines of 
its wal!s. The materials were gathered from the 
ruins of old huildings, or the refuse of new ones, 
and as they were gathered, the structure pro- 
gressed. The timbers were all sorts of drift and 
refuse wood, and the partitions were adapted to 
them. The roof was of boards, or slates or slabs, 
which ever came to hand, and the chimneys were 
topped with headless barrels, A portion of the 
scrambling walls would fall, while another portion 
was being erected, and thus the industrious archi- 
tect and sole workman and tenant, found incessant 
occupation for a score or more of years, and 
probably til! his death ; for his ruins (as they 
appeared to he when standing) have fallen to the 
ground. 

Many nondescript specimens of architecture 
existed, and some still exist in our city. It is only 
of late years that edifices to which the term archi- 
tecture can be applied, have been erected, with a 
few exceptions — but the fantastic style still occa- 
sionally intrudes. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE SHARP-SHINS AND SHIN-PLASTER CURRENCY. 

Ih the begimiing of the present century, and for 
some years of the last, after State and Continental 
paper money had disappeared from circulation, 
under a depreciation so ridiculous, as to render o. 
dollar's worth more than one's pockets would con- 
tain, there existed in Virginia and in some other 
Sta.te3, a currency, that from its triangular shape 
and acute angles, was called sharp-shins. 

In those days a bank note was a rare, though 
not a despised currency. Virginia, under the 
guiilance of her Revolutionary Apostles, held 
banks in abhorrence, and having seen that baseless 
paper-money was a base currency, she would tole- 
rate no other than gold and silver. As Alexan- 
dria was about to leave the pale of the Old 
Dominion, she yielded to her urgent entreaties, 
and granted to her a taste of the forbidden frdit, 
which so far from causing her downfall, tended 
greatly to her prosperity ; but as there may be too 
much of a good thing, she was afterwards ruined, 
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or nearly so, by the introcluction of six or eight 
unchartered banks- 
It was some convenienee to merchants travelling 
north .to obtain money in a more portable form 
than gold and silver, especially aa the modes of 
conveyance were either by a stage-wagon, twice or 
thriee a week, or on horse-back with eaddlc-bags, 
or in ft Btick-chair, (now a sulky,) or in a coasting 
schooner. Tew merchants however then visited 
northern cities to obtain supplies of goods. The 
English, Scotch and Iriah merchants or agents 
established here, imported from London, Bristol, 
Glasgow, Liverpool and Dublin, whore their princi- 
pals resided, every sort of goods, and all articles 
from a nail to a clock, and in those days a clock 
waa something to have. I do not include West 
India products ; these were obtained at Norfolk, 
then one of the largest markets in tho Union for 
the importation of rum, sugar, coffee, molasses, 
&;e. The few store-keepers (as they were called) 
who bought their goods at the North were looked 
upon as little above the grade of pedlcrs. 

Tho Bank of Alexandria, that of Ealtimoro, the 
old "Bank of North America," (the patriarch of 
American banks, and a worthy exemplar for 
them,) the first "Bank of the United States," 
and two or three New York banks, fnrniahod all 
the bank notes which then circulated in our towns, 
and they were readily taken by the merchants; 
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but the 1711016 amount was small. Tlie modern 
contrivance of foreiag bank notes into circulation, 
as far as possible from their place of redemption, 
had not then been adopted. 

I have deviated somewhat from my subject, and 
after a few more prefatory remarks will enter 
upon it. 

The great mass of the currency was Spanish 
dollars, some ugly French crowns, littlo or no 
English silver, but a, large (Quantity of gold, in 
Spanish, Portuguese, French and English coins; 
also a portion of Oob gold and silver in irregular 
uncoined pieces, with some unintelligible figures 
and letters stamped on them, to denote perhaps 
the weight, fineness, and assayer's initials. All 
gold coins passed by weight, and as the several 
nations had different standards of fineness, those 
of each had to be weighed separately, and the 
value to he calculated by printed tables. To efi'ect 
this, each merchant and trader was provided 
with the requisite apparatus of scales, weights 
and tables of rates ; indeed many persona car- 
ried a case of pocket scales, &c., and it was also 
necessary to have some skill in discriminating be- 
tween genuine and base coin, as many counterfeits 



It was usually no small trouble to receive and 
pay a few thousand dollars, and in my boyhood, 
I have freo[uently staggered along the street with 
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my arm bruised under the weight of a heavy bag 
of dollars, which I hugged most hatefully- Then 
came the counting and re-counting and exam- 
ining for counterfeits, and weighing and calcu- 
lating the value of various pieces of gold. Money 
•waa really a misery — at least to me—for no 
more stuck to my fingers than I could wash off 
after counting. 

I well remember the day when relief came. 
When the Bank of Virginia waa opened for de- 
posits, in the basement of the Capitol in 1804, and 
I followed a stout negro wheeling $10,000 to the 
vaults. 

And now for the Sharp-shins, which did not cut 
their way later than about 1802 or 1803. The 
supply of small silver coins for change, was insuffi- 
cient for the traffic of the country generally, and 
recourse waa had to subdividing the larger ones, by 
the aid of a shears, or a chisel and mallet, or even 
of an axe in expert hands. A quarter of a doUar 
would be radiated and aubdividcd into six parts, or 
a pistareen into five parts, each one of which 
called a "half bit," passed for three-pence; but 
it was strange, that these several parts formed a 
sort of Chinese puzzle, and less possible to solve, 
for you could never put the five or six parts to- 
gether so as fully to cover a similar coin entire. 
The deficiency went for seignorage to the clipper, 
and from him to the silver-smith. "Bits" were in 
24 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



278 EICIIMOND IN BT-QONB DAYS. 

semi-circular form; "half bits" in quadrants. 
The coins that were to sufFor the torture of dis- 
memberment were, it waa said, first hcaten out to 
increased expansion, so as to he susceptible of a 
sort of Hibernian divisibility, into three halves, or 
six quarters, besides an irregular bit, which was 
not good money except to the coiner. The 
eighth of a dollar (twelve and a, half cents) was 
expanded and cut into two bits, or sixpences. 
Dollars even were cut into halves and quar- 
ters in cases of emergency. It was no uncom- 
mon thing in the country, when change could 
not be otherwise made, to chop the dollar 
into parts with an axe, and thus meet the 
contingency. * 

Purses and pockets were not proof against 
sharp-shins. Money is said to burn the pockets 
of some folks — sharp-shins cut the pockets of all — 
and the profit of making them induced many to 
engage in it. Like various other evils, it cured 
itself by excess. 

The market became overstocked with cat money 
and perfect coins disappeared in the same propor- 
tion. So on one fine day, several influential 
citizens met and drew up an ohiigationj by which 

* A jar oontttiniHg $500 worth of old siWer coins, inclacling 
cob dollars, cut dollars and half bits, woei plotighed np in. Sni'ry, 
in 1859. 
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every one ivho signed it, bound himself not to re- 
ceive or pay a piece of cut money after a certain 
day; and behold, the shai-p-shins disappeared at 
the appointed time, as their successors, of some- 
what similar name, the small-fry currency of shjn- 
plastera have since vanished at two or three 
successive periods; some by redemption and 
some by repudiation, when the community re- 
fused to submit longer to the evil — and thus 
en doth the chapter of sharp -shins, shin -pi asters 
and sharpers. 

While on the suhjecfc of currency, it may not be 
amiss to notice a species of paper money issued on 
State authority soon after the Eevolutionary war, 
of which, that issued by North Carolina survived 
all other, and was current to some extent in Peters- 
burg and Southern Virginia., until absorbed some 
thirty or forty years ago by the Bank of North 
Carolina. This money was called ^roc. {i. e., pro- 
clamation money,) and was issued on hits of thick 
paper, about the size of a playing card, and 
for various sums, from sixpence up to forty shil- 
lings. It was receivable for taxes, and circulated 
currently in North Carolina and on her borders, at 
the rate of ten shillings to the dollar ; and at that 
rate the State redeemed all that appeared^a rare 
instance. 

As to the old continental paper money and other 
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paper representatives, it was no uncommon thing to 
find a box or drawer fuU of it iti tlie garret, or some 
other obscure part of an old store-iiouse, and 
utterly worthless. 



CHAPTEK, XXVIII. 

THE FLUSH TIMES IN RICHMOND. 

Aftek the war of 1812-14 with Great Britain, 
when specie payments were suspended, or rather 
some time after peace was restored, but before 
specie payments were resumed, when bank credits 
were as unlimited a.s was the issue of irredeemable 
bank notes, the spirit of speculation, like the great 
comet that preceded it, shed its influence over the 
land. 

I will borrow from Washington Irving his 
description of the speculative mania a century 
before : 

"Evevy body trusts ererj body. A bad debt is a lliing un- 
heard of. The way to oertnin and sudden wealtb lies plain aud 
open, and men are tempted to dash forward boldly from the 
facility of borrowing. Negotiabie notes int^rciiauged between 
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solieiiiiug i[itiivl(liiala ace liberally disoounted by the banks, 
wliioh become bo many minis to coin promises into casli, and aa 
tbe snpply of promises is inesbauatible, it may readily be sap- 
poaed Tfliat a vast amount of promissory capital is now in 
circulation. 

" Every one talks in thoHBauds ; notbing is heard but gigantic 
operations in trade, great purcbases and sales of real estate, 
and increased prices at erery transfer. All, to be sure, as yet 
esists in promise, bat tbe belieTer in promisas oiloulBtes tbe 
aggregate as solid capital and is am; 
public Ttealth and tbe unexampled state 

"Now is the time for specolatiTO and 
men. They relate tbeir dreams and p 
and credulous, daiile them with goldei 
erased after shadows. Tbe example of 
speculation rises on speculation— bubble 

one helps with Lis breath to swell the windy Buperstructure, 
and admires and wonders at the magnitude of the inflation he 
has contributed to produce." 

This is a true picture of the state of things in 
Richmond about the years 1816-17. Real estate 
ia and around the city, soon to lival New York, 
rose in value (or price) from day to day. Steep 
hills and profound gullies were leveled or graded — 
on plats of surveys— and some work was com- 
menced in reality, as scarified hill-sides attest at 
the present day — their green slopes changed to 
bare and inaccessible precipices ; the debris 
washed by rains from the unprotected surface, 
serving to increase the bars and diminish the depth 
of water in the river. 

The limits of Richmond were too contracted for 
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the imaginary population which was soon to over- 
flow the city, and new towns or extensions of the 
old were tacked on in every direction. Corn- 
fields, slashes and piney thickets were laid out into 
streets and squares. 

City lots proper advanced in price, two, three, 
five, aye, ten fold, and those in the suburban 
towns, displayed on a highly colored plot — but 
not so highly colored as the descriptions of those 
who plotted to catch purchasers — instead of being 
Bold by the acre at ten to fifty dollars, -wore re- 
tailed by the foot at ten to fifty times their former 
value. 

There were not days enough in the week, nor 
hours enough in the day, for the rival auction sales 
of real estate — so ' called. Bed flags waved in 
every street, or where a street was in embryo. 
They flaunted in many a corn-field, where they 
served aa scare-crows, aided by the ringing of the 
Tendue bells, which resounded throughout the land, 
and attracted crowds, as the dinging on a tin-pan 
collects a hive of bees; but there was a larger 
proportion of drones among the bipeds than among 
the insects. 

As buyers and sellers had not time to go to 
their meals, cold meats, mint juleps, toddy and 
punch were plentifully provided at the place of 
sale, and these attractions drew a crowd of idlers 
as well as bidders ; and the former could not do 
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less in return for the viands, than to act as puffers; 
as 8 tool-pigeon a minister to faro -banks, where 
they enjoy canvas-backs, oysters and champagne 
gratis, with the victims they entice to partake. 
The concourse of bidders, puffers and lookers-on 
foyned quite an animated scene. The auctioneer 
in the bJandest tones, assured the bidders in words 
the most persuasive, and with a countenance the 
very picture of candor, that the purchasers would 
double their money before they would be called on 
to pay more than the first or second instalment. 
Long credits were usually given, dividing the pay- 
ments into four, five or six instalments — the last 
extending, perhaps, to two or three years. 

It may be presumed that there were by-bidders 
to set the ballin motion,, or to gtve it an impulse 
when retarded. The excitement of bidding was 
also aided by the stimulating influence of the 
viands, and it did sometimes happen that he who 
drank the most liquor became the most spirited 
bidder. But the auctioneer kept a sharp look out 
for the main chance, and would knock down a 
bargain to a substantial bidder, rather than hazard 
obtaining a higher bid from an unsubstantial one. 

Not one buyer in twenty purchased with the 
intention of building, or even of holding longer 
than till the second or third instalment should fall 
due, when, according to the auctioneer's assurance, 
ho would double his money. 
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This excitement continued for many months. 
Sales and rc-salea were made, each a,t an advance 
on the last. Now Gnterpriaes were commenced by 
Bomo of the most active among the speculators and 
whoso credit was strongest. A fine hotel and a 
number of large stores and dwellings were erected 
in a part of the city that had fallen into decay — 
its former trade having sought another locality. 
Extensive glass-works were put in operation in the 
rear of the proprietor's large mansion, cow occu- 
pied as a hospital, on the ascent of Church Hill ; 
a sugar-house was erected on that hill ; the India 
House* was built ; a shot-tower, of which I have 
elsewhere spoken, raised its column near the river; 
the dock was projected, and the river was to be 
deepened, &c., &c. 

But alas ! the banks were required to prepare 
for tho resumption of specie payments, and the 
speculators in lots were required to prepare for 
the payment of second or third instalments. — 
Presto! change! The city and suburb lots were 
again on the market, but tho prospects had 
changed as much as had tho aspect of the corn- 
fields — from waving blades and ears tipped with 



* Tho India House, after being a long timo in olisonrity, is 
noTf (18S0) one of the pi-ominent bouses on Main street. It 
contibioa n bnnli, insurance offices witiioat aambev, lawyers, 
dootors, bnrburs, biiths, &c,, nt Jiigb rents. 
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silken tassels, to dry stalks and refuse shucks. 
Sales were advertised, hat where was the demand 
that was to double the cost ? Alas ! all were sel- 
lers or the only bnyers were the original owners, 
who re-purchased at half-price, or less, and never 
got the other half; or the cool lookera-on during 
the excitement, who now stepped in and bought on 
their own terms. 

The glass-works burnt out, the sugar-house 
melted away, the shot-tower fell, the hotel was con- 
verted into an infirmary, the ware-houses were 
untenanted, and the walls of the grandest are 
unroofed.* The banks resumed specie payments, 
and nine-tenths of the speculators ceased payments 
of any sort. The corn-fields, the slashes and pine 
saplings retained their sylvan aspects until within 
the last few years, when a real population began 
to appear, instead of the imaginiu-y one antici- 
pated nearly two generations ago, and the pro- 
phetic visions of the departed auctioneer begin to 
be slightly verified at the end of nearly forty 
years, instead of half as many months. 

To obtain access to the remote regions of Leigh 
street, even on foot, without doubling the cape of a 
deep ravine, a bridge some hundred feet long and 
about forty feet high, was erected on the line of 

« The walls [in i-eai- of tlie Hnioii liotcl) iirc now leveled 
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Ninth from the corner on Clay street; hut the 
bridge decayed before the remote regions were 
inhahited hy a sufficient number of persons to pay 
for keeping it in repair. After thirty or more 
years of no n- intercourse by that route, it haa just 
been re- established by the construction of a cause- 
way, wide enough for carnages. One of the new 
public grounds reached by this road, if placed 
under a skillful landscape gardener, is susceptible 
of great improvement ; nature having diversified 
the surface, and given to it the command of a fine 
view. Soon after our naval heroes had conferred 
great glory on the nation, the taking name of 
Navy Mill was given to a suburb still further 
north. Another deep ravine, beyond that which 
obstruGted the access to Leigh street, intervened 
between that street and Navy Hill, and another 
bridge was proposed or commenced to reach that 
Ultima Thulo, by an extension of Sixth street ; 
but the bubble burst before the bridge was built, 
and the ground has been usefully applied to the 
culture of vegetables and fruit, until very recently, 
when another efi'orfc is about to be made for a sub- 
division of territory, and a connection with the in- 
habited regions is suggested by the construction of 
a causeway. 

One of the most eligible suitors for an union 
with Richmond, or coquetting to encourage a rival 
to her, was Marion Hill— not flesh and blood, but 
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field and forest. This beautiful hill, near Powha- 
tan's old residence, was laid out as a town. A 
large building for an Academy was erected on its 
summit, and several handsome residences around, 
and it bade fair to reward its projectors, but the 
academy was destroyed by fire. At a convenient 
difitanec, and on tlie river below Rocketts, another 
town was projected, called Port Mayo, and a large 
warehouse was built there, as an example for others 
to follow. This was to be the commercial place, 
for which its situation is well adapted, and Marion 
Hill was to bo the residence of the anticipated 
merchants. "Who knows what may happen a 
hundred years hence?" 

I can call to mind an instance of the rapid 
depreciation of some suburban property. A bold 
speculator bought ten acres, about a mile beyond 
tiie city limits, west, for $10,000 ; one-tenth in 
cash, and nine-tenths in nine annual instalments of 
§1,000 each. He inclosed it with a substantial 
fence at a cost of several hundred dollars, and 
made it a good clover-field. When the first instal- 
ment fell due, tho land was advertised to be sold at 
auction, or Bo much of it as would meet the pay- 
ment of $1,000, and behold ! the smallest portion 
that the best bidder would agree to take, was nine- 
tenths, or nine acres, including the fence on three 
sides ! 

A worthy old gentleman told me a few years 
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ago, that he had just sold a large piece of land 
■which cost him $22,000 in the flush times, and after 
thirty-seven years, although the value of property, 
had again advaneei^, ho could ohtain for it only 
one-sixth of the cost, not including the interest 
and taxes, A stronger case occurred in the pur- 
chase of a piece of land adjoining the city at 
$ 1,000 per acre and the sale of it forty years 
after at |S0. 

The Governor's garden, on Comicil Chamber 
hill, 293 feet on Ross street, nith a depth of 
120 feet, i^-ae sold by the State for $51,000. At 
the expiration of thirty years, the purchaser of 
one-third, and the most valuable part, sold it for 
$5,000 — and this is the only portion yet improved, 

The rage of spcoulation was not entirely confined 
to real, (query, unreal?) estate. It attached to 
such objects as flour and tobacco. The price of 
flour, which during the ■war had been as low as 
three or four dollars, .ascended at one time to fif- 
teen or sixteen, and tobacco, from being in mer- 
cantile parlance, "a drug" at two to five dollars, 
attained to fifteen and twenty-five, and even thirty 
doHars per 100 pounds. The speculators imagined 
that they had a good basis for their operations, 
but it proved lite the real estate mania " the base- 
less fabric of a vision," leaving many a wreck 
behind. 

After all theae golden, or rather paper visions 
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wore dissipated, wlicn each five dollar note was 
supplanted bj one silver dollar, those who retained 
any of either, resumed the old jog-trot of trade, 
attended to their regular business, were satisfied 
with moderate profits and a gradual increase of 
capital at the year's end. 

Prosperity followed in the ■wake of prudence and 
industry. Manufactures which could not thrive 
under the hot-bed system, gradually grew up, but 
slowly against the competition of Eastern rival- 
ship— moro economical and skillful, hut afar off. 
The city increased slowly and gradually in popula- 
tion and capital, and in the course of time acquired 
a high character for thrift and punctuality. May 
she long retain it ! She has perhaps in her corpo- 
rate capacity, launched imprudently and beyond 
her means, in enterprises, which although usefu], 
should have been left to individuals or to communi- 
ties who wore to derive the greatest portion of 
advantage from them. The distant farmers and 
land-owners who are moat benefited, are generally 
the smallest contributors to the promotion of their 
own interests. They are like the waggoner who 
called on Hercules ; they do not put their own 
shoulders to the wheel. 

I am unahlo to specify the dates at which the 

various suburbs of Richmond were founded, but 

will endeavor to record the names, {some of them 

not very euphonious) of those which retain also " a 

25 
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local habitation." Others, depicted on paper in 
the flush times, have passed too far into oblivion to 
be rescued, unless some curious antiquary has 
retained copies of the highly colored plots and 
advertisements in which they were sketched and 
puffed. 

Those now extant, embrace Sydney, a thriving 
colony, not like that in Now Holland a penal one, 
except to purchasers in the flush times. 

Union Hill has also a thriving aspect, and both 
are handsomely situated and respectably inhabited. 

Bacon Quarter, an oM suburb, owes its name 
to the great rebel who encamped there one hundred 
and eighty years ago, and it has had many unruly 
subjects in later times. 

Sited Town is also an ancient settlement, and 
derives its name, as some say, from the style of its 
architecture, adapted to the original and gradually 
increasing means and requirements of its inhabi- 
tants — a prudent race. But this derivation is 
contested by some historical investigators, who say 
the true name is Shad Town, from the piscatory 
occupation of its founders, at a time when otu* 
shad fishery was much more abundant than of late 
years. 

Butcher Town requires no explanation as to its 
origin. Its juvenile citizens accustomed to tho 
sight of blood and slaughter, are a belligerent race, 
and if they see any young mountaineers (Hill-Cats 
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as they call them) descending towards their valley, 
they immediately raise the war-cry and a battle la 
apt to ensue, in which atones are hurled by the 
combatants, until one or the other party retreats 
with its wounded ; or the civil authority (like 
Austria k Co.) puts an end to the war. 

Screamersville owes its musical name to the 
sonorous voices of its inhabitants, although it must 
be confessed there is a lack of harmony among 
them, and once upon a time it might have been 
described as a place 

" Where hungi'y dogs from hungry ahildren steal, 
And pigs and ohiokena quarrel for a meal." 

It is now, no doubt, much more refined and daily 
iruproving. 

Oregon Mill was so called, probably, from its 
remote and inaccessible, though beautiful situation, 
and is inhahited chiefly by a hardy and industrious 
and fiery race, disciples of Vulcan. 

Darhy Town was founded by the Enroughtys, 
and the two names being moat strangely synony- 
mous, they chose the shortest, though least im- 
pressive. For the etymology and affinity of these 
names I must refer to some curious investigator, 

and my excellent friend, the Rev. T. V. M , is 

better qualified than any other person this side of 
the Herald's College to solve the question. I will 
not Trench on his privilege by attempting it. I 
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can only state the premises, that all ivho hear the 
name of Enroughty, are called hy and answer to 
the name of Darby, even if the sheriif calls, and 
I leave to ray friend to draw the concluaions. 

Scuffle Town I was -well nigh forgetting — 
Tvliether it owes its active and sounding name to 
the industrious or to the belligerent habits of its 
founder; whether they scuffled with each other, or 
scuffled for a livelihood, or hoth, some more pro- 
found historian must decide.* 

The Irish blood of the Mayos of Powhatan was 
reinforced in one branch of the family by the 
marriage of a daughter to Mr. T'ulton, a fine speci- 
men of his race and a man of industry and energy. 
He obtained a portion of the extensive tract of 
land attached to Powhatan, the residence of his 
fatiier-in-law and of his royal predecessor, and on 
a beautiful elevation, in the midst of a fine grove 
of native oaks, &;e., he fixed his seat and called it 
Mount Erin. Tho Town of Fulton is rising at 
the foot of this hill, and I therefore have a right 



* SiiiLe ivi liiig the aliove the "Profound nistoriaii" has 
nppeftied An antiquaiian ft-iend Las traced thia name tu a 
diffeient and yeiy plausible ongin. The original settler kept a 
tayern tliece, witli the aooienliy used sign of a globe, tlie liead ' 
of the p\opiiet)r piotiudiDg at tie nortt and iiis feet at tlie 
south pile, mtli tlje lueend, "Help a icwffer through the 
world ' Thus the poor fellow liecame immortalized by his 
martjiJom m tlie boirels (f the earth. 
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to intro<5«ce its founder in this out-of-tlie-ivay 
pkce. 

Meehanicsville must not be omitted in recording 
this cluster of towns, for it retains a respectable 
place on the map, which cannot be said of West- 
hampton and Bankstown, as they are almost terra 
incognita to the present generation, 

In distant connection with the flush timee, and a 
lineal descendant of them, the Motub MulticauUs 
mania deserves to be recorded, and may be com- 
pared to the tulip mania in Holland, except that 
the adventurers looked to a permanently beneficial 
result, from the introduction of silk culture. 

This species of mulberry was said to be the 
favorite and most productive food of the silk-worm, 
the rearing of which could be effected by the then 
unemployed labor of ivomen and children. The 
papers teemed with essays on the aubjoctt Some 
plants of the morus multicaulis were obtained by 
favored individuals ; these were cut into slips of 
a few inches long, each retaining a bud, from 
which a twig was produced in a few months. The 
demand for them was immense, and twigs were 
sold at three, four, five or six cents per bud. In 
the next season whole plantations were set out, 
many persons paying five hundred or a thousand 
dollars for cuttings. Some were ofTered many 
thousand dollars for the produce of one acre. A 
few cocooneries were formed, but not skillfully 
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managed. No regular marlcet ivas at hand for 
the cocoona that ivero produced, but the trial went 
on. I saw on one occasion a wagon load of multi- 
caulis plants brought all the way from Tenneasee 
and never removed from the store where they 
were unladen, unless to kindle fires. The wise 
ones began to sell out very soon, and realized 
large profits. Many more sold at a later period, 
but the high price and great decline broke the 
purchasers. At last the plants were worth no- 
thing; they could not be given away; caterpillars 
and other insects would not prey on them; they 
would not grow up into trees, and they could not 
be rooted out, for they sprouted tenfold when cut 
down; and now after a lapse of twenty years, one 
of the plants may be occasionally seen in a hedge- 
row, and regarded as a weed. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

THE JAMBS laVER CANAL. 

The progress of Riclimond and of the James 
River Canal were 3o intimately connected that it 
is due to the one to notice the other. This was 
the first canal commenced in the United States. 
It was projected by the first man in the State, in 
the Union, in the Universe — by Washington — 
the object of whose visit to Richmond in November, 
1784, when the Legislature was in session, was 
chiefly to promote a junction between the East and 
West, by connecting the waters of the James and 
of the Potomac rivers with those of the Ohio. On 
the 5th January, 1785, acts were passed for clear- 
ing and improving the navigation of the James and 
Potomac,* and subsequently in the session (too late 
for a refusal to he received,) for vesting in General 
Washington an interest in each company, 100 
shares or 8^0, 000 in the one, and 100 shares or 
£5000 sterling in the other, as donations from the 
State, in token of respect for his services, not only 

* Oq the 5th Maroh, 1802, the Potomao Canal was opened, 
ond two boiits laden, with flonr passed through tlie looks at tlio 
Great and Little Falls. 
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in suggesting these worka, but also for those to his 
whole country." Washington, like himself and no 
other, respectfully declined the donations for his 
OTTn emolument, but offered to hold them in trust 
for such public institutions as ho might designate 
and the Legislature approve. The result was that 
he bequeathed the $20,000 to Liberty Hall Acad- 
emy, now Washington College, in Lexington, and 
the X5000 towards the endowment of a College in 
the District of Columbia. 'Wherever Waphino- 
ton's hand was placed it conferred a blessing ! 
0, my coantryraen ! base on his precepts your po- 
litical faith, and require your representatives to 
make his exampU the guide to their conduct : 
Let Washington bo their standard of rectitude 
and patriotism ! 

Mothers of America ! teach your children Wash- 
ington from the pages of Marshall, of Sparks, and 
the yet more attractive ones of Irving, but not 
from those who had not the soul to appreciate him! 

Can disorganizers and pohticians by trade, read 
the Tarewell Address of Washington, without a 
blush of shame? 

To descend to the subject of our chapter — the 
James Eiver Navigation Company was chartered 
with a capital of §100,000. On the 20th Octo- 
ber, 1785, the stockholders met and elected George 
Washington President; John Harris, David Ross, 
William Cabell and Edmund Randolph, Directors. 
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Washington declmed the active Preaidency, be- 
cause he could not give it his personal attention, 
and Mr. Randolph acted as President -pTo tern. In 
1789 he was appointed Attorney General of the 
United States, and William Foushee was elected 
President, which office he retained till 1818, when 
he waa auccoeded by J. G. Gamble, whose successor 
was W. C. Nicholas in 1819, and in 1820 a new 
charter was granted, subject to the assent of the 
Btoclcholders under the old one. The capital ex- 
pended up to that time was $140,000, and the profits 
in addition increased the amount to 8234,000 — 
for the relinquishment of which and of their char- 
ter the stockholders were to receive an annuity of 
15 per cent, on the capital of $140,000. 

The narrative must however recede to give it 
continuity. On the 29th December, 1789, the 
members of the Legislature were invited to take a 
trip up the canal and through the locks. The 
canal was then opened from Westham to Broad 
Kock, a short distance above the city. In 1795 
the canal was completed to the head of the Basin, 
and in November, 1800, the water was let into it. 

The principle of rotation in office does not seem 
to have prevailed in those days. Perhaps the 
loaves were lighter or the fishes smaller than in 
later ones. Be , this as it may, Dr. Foushee 
retained the ofSce more than a score of years. 
Eobert Pollard filled and fulfilled the offices of 
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Treasurer and Secretary for tliirty years, to May, 
1823, and Hezokiah Mosby performed strictly and 
correctly the duties of toll-gatherer for thirty-aeven 
years, terminating with 1830. 

As the charter of the Company required a con- 
nection of the canal with tide-water, a contract 
wa8 entered into with one Ariel Cooley, a eute, 
uneducated, but practical man, (at least aa far as 
Ariel was interested) for the construction of thir- 
teen locks between the Basin and Mayo'a Bridge, 
for the sum of $49,000. A large excavation was 
required to be marie along the descent of the hill, 
which Cooley estimated at about ^9,000. He 
stipulated for the use of the water in the Basin, 
if he required it : and he did put it in requisition 
to some^purpose. He cut a small ditch along the 
centre of the line which the iocks were to occupy, 
and opened a sluice into it from the Basin. A 
rapid and increasing sluice it was. In some 
twenty-four hours the water had wrought the 
$9,000 worth of excavation, and the only diffi- 
culty was to prevent its "helping over much." 
It had wrought an opening for the upper navi- 
gation and a contrary effect on the lower one, 
by washing an immense quantity of earth into the 
river, making work for another Cooley. 

The whole work was executed in the most econo- 
mical and temporary manner ; a few boats passed 
the locks, after which they became locks without 
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keys or hinges, and the gates were never moi-Q 
opened. The upper chambers had to be filled ^vith 
clay to prevent the escape of water from the Basin, 
and when the present splendid locks were con- 
structed, which were opened in 1854, the ruhble 
Btone and some of the timber of their predecessors 
were removed. 

The canal as oi-iginally constructed was navi- 
gated by open batteaux, carrying ton or twelve 
hogsheads of tobacco, and the river was rendered 
navigable by dams and sluices as far as Lynchburg. 
The "continuous canal of increased capacity for 
boats of si:sty tons, was opened to Lynchburg ia 
1841. It now extends sixty-five miles further to 
Craig's Creek nearly, and it requires a further 
extension of twenty-nine miles, and an expenditure 
of about as many hundred thousand dollars to reach 
Covington, its western terminus, unless it be prac- 
ticable to reach the Kanawha. 

The cost of the vrork esecoted lias thus far Ijoeii $10,437,000, 
unci the esttmate of that to be executed, ia about |18, 000,000. 

Besides tlie State subsoription to capital stock of $3,000,000, 
BbB h^ loaned $3,352,000, and guavanteed $2,260,000, and 
the Companj is otherwise in debt, about $400,000. As this 
Bfatement presonta a hopeless aspect for the progress of the 
work, or the payment of the debt, the Legislature has granted 
most liberal relief, bj iuoreasing tlie stock of the Company to 
$12,400,000, taking it at par, (tho' it has bot a nominal value at 
present) to the amount of her loans cind guaranties, and also 
of the anouitj to the old etockbolders and the ioaUng debt. 
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in all 74,000 shares or $7,400,000. Tlie Company is also author- 
ized to borrow at 7 per oetit,, $2,600,000 for oompletiag the canal 
to CoTingtoD. Jq addition to all this, the State agrees to place 
nnder the Bicluaiye control of the Kanawha Board, the sum of 
$300,000 in G per cent. State Btock, foe tbo improvement of 
the naTigation of Kanawha River. May the result of all be 
prapidous. 

It was the first canal commeiicecl in the United 
States. It is to be hoped it will not be the last 
one to be finished. 



CHAPTER XXX. 



There has been a wonderful change in the 
facilities and the mode of transportation from the 
interior, during the period embraced in these 
reminiscences. At the early datea referred to in 
them, McAdam had not broken a stone ; turnpikes 
bore the highest rant in furnishing the tracks for 
travel or trade, hut not a turnpike road entered 
Richmond, and tho natural ones (bo called) were 
almost impassable in wet seasons and in winter, 
when the farmers were most at leisure to send their 
crops to market. 

The Brook Turnpike, towards the north, was tho 
first one constructed; then north-wesfcwardly the 
2G 
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Richmond Turnpike, in the line of Broact street ; 
the Westham, in the direction its name indicates, 
and lastly, the MecJianiceville, north-eastwardly ; 
but neither of these extended beyond eight or ten 
miles, and some of them soon acquired the name of 
mud pikes, the demand of toll heing the only dis- 
tinction hy which to know them from county roads. 

Railroada hare fortunately been Bubstimted for 
some of them, and the experiment of plank roads 
recently tried on others, but it is a doubtful one, 
for already it ia proposed to substitute gravel for 
timber on one, while tbo reverse has just been 
adopted on another road. 

The substitution of railroads offers an immense 
facility to the farmers, at the expense of the stock- 
holders, who are receiving little or no profit on 
their outlay. Tho travelling community also do- 
rive great facilities from them, and it has increased 
so much, that as many cars carrying fifty passen- 
gers each are now required, as there were formerly 
of stage coaches carrying nine passengers each ; 
but some of our most important railroads have only 
one end to them in a practical and profitable sense, 
for they do not connect with important lines of 
rail, west or south-west.* They are like neigh- 

* The Virginia & Tennessee Eailroad and extensions West 
hava renioTfld the bairier, and New Oideans is but three dija 
from Richmond. In 1815, it was three neelo. Diiidends also 
tegia to appear. — 1860. 
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borhood roads on an extended scale, and tliey must 
extend their arraa further, to reach those ready to 
meet them, and then in their joint cmhraco thoy 
will include the regions from tho iVIississippi to tho 
Chesapeake ; hut the log-rolling system of Virginia 
has diverted her energies from the completion 
of any one useful work, to partial operations 
on a great number, many of Trhich are antago- 
nistic, and others, if completed, would scarcely be 
profitable, 

The travel aud transportation on our railways 
are small, compared with those north and west of 
us. We have no large cities to create a great local 
travel, nor any connection with the Western States 
to furnish an extensive traffic. We waste our 
energies on various local improvements, instead of 
carrying out one or two grand extensions, 

P. S. 1860. — The railways which commence at 
Kichmond, are 1st, the Richmond, Frederickshurg 
and Potomac. 2d, the Central,- which extends 
■west, and will soon reach the White Sulphur 
Springs on its way to the Ohio, which it will not 
soon roach. By means of the Orange and Alexan- 
dria road, the Central connects with Lynchburg 
and the great West, and also with the northern 
cities. 3d, the Richmond and Petersburg road, con- 
necting with Norfolk, and the entire south and 
west. 4th, the Miehmond and Danville road, 
connecting by the South-side road with Lynchburg 
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and thenee to the great West, north and south. 
6th, tlie York River road, now near completion — a 
great desideratum to the lovers of fish and oysters, 
and the salt-water hath. 

Petersburg commenced the first great railway 
enterprise in Virginia, by constructing her road 
to the Roanoke, whence it now connects intermi- 
nably with the south and west. 2d, t7ie South- 
side to LyncTiburg, thence by the Virginia and 
Tenne'ssee road it has a contiaued line to New 
Orleans, the lakes and everywhere. 3d, the 
Petersburg and Norfolk road, from which latter 
place the traveller may go by land or water to both 
extremities north or south. Alexandria is extend- 
ing, and Fredericksburg is commencing her roads. 
There are many other projects which will die in 
the bud or be slow to expand. 

After two such dry chapters, I advise the 
reader to take a drink, if he is awake. If he is a 
stockholder, I fear he has not enjoyed the perusal 
of either. 
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CnAPTER XXXI. 

THE BRIDGES AND MANCnESTER. 

MAYo'a bridge, at the Richmond end, and as far 
as the toll-liouso on tlio island, waa, I am told, 
originally constructed of large logs, raft-like, 
spiked to the rocks, with a rough floor laid on the 
logs, and from the island to the Chesterfield side, 
a bridge of boats was thrown. 

The log system was soon abandoned, (I wish 
the log-rolling system was,) as each freshet threat- 
ened, or eifected its demolition ; hut the boats 
floated a number of years, and were very popular 
■with anglers. 

What with one change or another, with the 
destrnction or decay of one portion, while another 
was being repaired or renewed, the bridge was in 
the hands of worbmon through two generations, 
and the work was completed when the third came 
in possession. ■ On one occasion, when the floor of 
the bridge had been taken up for repair, and the 
large sleepers remained, the keeper of the toll- 
gate on the island was aroused one dark night, and 
to hia astonishment, found not only a man but 
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also a liorse waiting to pass. "Eor God's Bake, 
how did you get here?" he asked. "By the 
bridge, to bo sure; how else should I?" replied 
Isliam Bandolph. " No other man could have done 
it," said the toll-taker; "the floor is taken up." 
"Well," said Mr. R., "floor or no floor, I rode 
here, and now I'll pay my toll." "Pass on, Mr. 
Randolph ; I wont take toll from a man who rides 
where.there is no bridge." A wonderful instance 
of courage and steadiness on the part of the horse; 
as to the rider, he was fearless also, and a man of 
great muscular strength and power of endurance. 
He would occasionally take a walk from Eastern 
Virginia to West Tennessee, and he bore arms 
under Jackson in some of his Indian fights — being 
a man after his own heart. 

Mayo's bridge had a formidable competitor in 
" Coutts's Fsrry" a more ancient establishment, 
the proprietor of which long resisted the grant to 
Mayo for the erection of a bridge, on the ground 
that it would be a violation of his rights. Finding 
opposition useless, he at length withdrew it, saying: 
"Let him build the bridge, if he can, but he will 
be ruined first." 

Col. Mayo was indefatigable in his efi'orts, but 
lacked the means to erect » permanent work, and 
moreover the science of bridge-building was not 
then understood or not acted on. A writer in the 
Southern Literary Messenger, who seems to know, 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



THE BRIDSES AND MAHCHESTBR. 307 

states that Col. Mayo was frequently arrested and 
plftced within the prison bounds from inahilitj to 
meet his engagements; his expenditures on other 
objects than his bridge absorbed so large a portion 
of his means. 

The ferry landing was on "the Sandy Bar," 
at the ond of Eighteenth street, and the ferry was 
kept up for many years after the bridge was con- 
structed ; .indeed, it could not have been dispensed 
with, as the bridge was very often impassable — be- 
sides which, the charge of six and a quarter cents 
for each person, horse, and wheel, was so heavy, 
that by accepting a lower rate of toll the ferry at- 
tracted much of the travel, 

At that period, the resort of shad and herrings 
to James river was much greater than now- Coutts 
had a fisiiery as well aa a ferry, and be once 
crossed the river without the aid of either boat 
or bridge in real Triton style. 

A large sturgeon caught in the seine, and hauled 
to the water's edge, was on the point of returning 
to it, when Coutts made a simultaneous leap with 
his captive, alighted on his back, and fixed his 
hands in the gills. Off they went together. The 
fish could not stay under water, nor could he dis- 
mount his rider, who piloted his nose towards the 
opposite shore. A speedy and successful voyage 
they made. Had Coutts been a Earnum he would 
have tept his sturgeon in training, and added 
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others, so aa to have formed a team ; harnessed 
them to a car of Neptune, and rode the waves 
triumphant. 

When Ooutta was on his death bed, he received 
a message from an old crony who was i!I also, re- 
questing Coutts to wait a, few days and they would 
go together. The reply was, "When Patrick 
Coutts is ready, he waits for no man." It became 
a proverb. 

The progress of shad and herrings up the river 
Las been so much intercepted by the numerous 
floating and other seines lower down or by some 
other cause, that few comparatively pass up the 
falls. ^Formerly, during the fishing season, the 
rocks in the falls were alive with fishermen easting 
their nets in the sluices, and catching the finest 
shad — such as bad strength to stem the torrent of 
several miles continuance. It was a beautiful sight 
in May, when the vegetation on the islands had 
assumed its delicate green, and the fiowcrs, shrubs 
and trees were in bloom, to see each rock tenanted 
hy a fisherman. 

On one occasion this scene was awfully changed. 
It was a beautiful May morning, and there were an 
unusual number of fishermen on the rocks in every 
part of the river above Mayo's Bridge. Suddenly, 
without the slightest previous indication or warn- 
ing, the river rose so rapidly that all had to run 
for their lives. Swimming was in a very few 
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places practicable. A great number of the men 
were partially immersed before they were aware of 
it, and their access to the shore cut off. As the 
■water rose, the poor fellows might be seen clinging 
to the roclta, and presently a huge log would be 
borne along by the current, strike against one of 
them, break his bold, and perhaps a limb, and 
sweep him down the rapids against the rocks in 
his descent. ■ Another more expert, would be saved 
by seizing on the floating tree or log and descend 
with it to smooth water. The cries and supplica- 
tions of the distressed victims were drowned by the 
roaring of the waters, but not disregarded. Boats 
and ropes were obtained, and some daring and skill- 
ful men attempted by shoving off from the shore 
some distance above, to float down near enough to 
cast a line to the fishermen — but in vain, with very 
few exceptions. The rapid current toot possession 
of the boat, and all that its occupants could do was 
to direct its course so as not to be swamped them- 
selves. 

This awful scene lasted many hours. It was 
ehiefiy on the Manchester side, and the river bank 
was thronged with spectators, viewing the sufferers, 
without the means of rescue — but among them were 
agonized wives and children watching the rising 
and raging flood which would in a few momenta 
overwhelm the one dearest to them. 

The number known to have perished, was about 
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twenty. No rain in this part of the countrj had 
preceded the flood, which was caused by a moat 
violent one some distance above, raising the atreama 
instantly, which swept awfty mill-dams in their 
course. 

Trent's bridge, erected about 1815, in the 
rapids, by spiking the timbers to the natural rock- 
work, was a short-lived structure; but it was 
intended by its enterprising projector merely to 
precede a permanent one, and he commenced quar- 
rying granite for the purpose, but his efforts were 
arrested, first by lack of means, and then by death. 
Just above its site now looms the high Fetershurg 
Railroad bridge, awful to timid passengers. A 
short distance above Mayo's, the Danville Rail- 
road bridge, or rather bridges, span the river from 
island to island, by four successive leaps. 

I introduce the bridges with the intention of 
taking my readers beyond them to the town of 
Manchester, originally designated Roclcy Ridge, a 
more appropriate name, as was Bellehaven for 
Alexandria.* Virginia and New York have been 
peculiarly injudicious and deficient in taste in their 
nomenclature. New York was ridiculously classi- 
cal; her Surveyor General made Lempriere's Clas- 

* Aleaaudria and BalaolaTa hove bai'oe tlio sama name, ac- 
cording to sotno etjmologieta of the litter, who dorivo it from 
Efllla Chiava, the beautiful havea of the Genoese, as Aleian- 
(tria was originally called Belle Haven. 
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sical Dictionary his vade mecum; and as he laid 
off the western portion of the State, he labeled his 



laps with the names of anoi 



.ent poets, philoso- 



phers, orators, cities and countries, in the most 
indiscriminate manner — bringing Syracuse, Man- 
lius, Jordan, Rome, Delphi and Tully into a queer 
proximity, such as their original owners never 
dreamed of; and Virginia almost abjectly loyal, 
must have made the Court Calendar her guide ; 
instead of retaining as far as practicable the In- 
dian names, all the royal families of successive 
reigns, and many of the nohUity were put in 
requisition, to furnish names by irhich to distin- 
guish her counties, rivers and towns. Anne seems 
to have been a great favorite, for tyo have Princess 
Anne, Urbanna, Rivanna, Fluvanna, North Anna, 
South Anna, and Rapid Ann — resigning to Mary- 
land Queen Ann and Annapolis. EiiBabeth was 
not neglected, nor Charles, nor James, but their 
counties were dubbed cities. Why? I should liko 
to know. The most glaring and unjust usurpation 
of a name (and which ought even now to be restored 
to its original monarch), was the depriving of Pow- 
hatan, the patron of the Virginia weed, of the 
name of the river which watered his own domin- 
ions, and conferring on it that of the " learned 
fool" King James, who wrote the counterblast 
against tobacco. 

In this tirade against ■ the misapplication of 
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names, I have wandered from Manchester's rocty 
ridge, and will return friam the digression. Thie 
town, which is now in the course of resurrection, 
was once a place of considerable trade. Several 
wealthy British commercial houses had establish- 
ments there, and imported large quantities of 
goods. Three tobacco inspections received five or 
six thousand hogsheads of tobacco ; a flour mill 
■was in operation, and Manchester felt herself a 
rival of Richmond. So she might have been, and 
a powerful one too (according to tradition), hut for 
the selfish and narrow-minded policy of one of her 
richest merchants. When the James Hiver Canal 
was projected, an engineer who made the survey 
for its connection with tide-water, reported that the 
best route for the terminus of the canal and for 
the required connection, was on the south side and 
through the town of Manchester, and his report 
was submitted to the Legislature. 

A wealthy Scotch merchant believed that if the 
canal was brought to Manchester, it would induce 
many merchants to establish themselves there, and 
create competition for the trade, which was then in 
few hands. He thorcforo retained Patrick Henry 
with a large fee, to oppose the adoption of the pro- 
posed route of the canal, and if he did not show 
his judgment in opposing the improvement, he did 
in the selection of his counsel, for Henry suc- 
ceeded in diverting the canal to the Eichmond side, 
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and his client lived to see the folly of his selfish 
policy. One by one the merchants of Manchester 
removed to Bichmond, and Mr. L. was "left alone 
in his glory," to retail the old remnants from his 
shelves, with no inducement to replenish them. 

Manchester continued to decline until no trade 
remained, but its great command of water power, 
its cheap property and its comparative exemption 
from taxes, began -to revive it after some years. 

It now contains two extensive cotton mills, two 
flour mills of large size, a foundry, a machine-shop, 
and several large tobacco factories, and the town 
in its corporate capacity having a right to half the 
water-power of James River, can furnish an addi- 
tional number of mill-sites. Its ruinous old houses 
are being vamped up and new ones built, and 
should it obtain a communication with Richmond, 
untaxed by tolls, it will probably attract many 
residents to its handsome hills and heights, and 
mechanics to occupy the streets below them. 

Having introduced a freshet, I will conclude this 
chapter with a 

A DROUGHT AND A SNAKE STORT. 

In the year 1804 or '5 an unprecedented drought 
prevailed in Virginia. The small streams in the 
country were nearly or quite dried up, and scarcely 
any mills could grind between the Roanoke and 

27 
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James rivers. Only one in Manchester and one in 
Richmond were at work, and these were flour mills ; 
but "necessity has no law," or rather, necessity 
resorted to law, and insisted that not only one 
pair, or two paira of stones, should be employed as 
usual in grinding meal, but as many pairs as were 
required to give dispatch to applicants. 

Wagons thronged to the mill at Manchester from 
a distance of fifty or sixty miles, and the vacant 
grounds in the vicinity were covered with their 
encampments. The people of the country were 
starving in the midst of plenty. It was distressing 
to see them "waiting for their turns at mill," 
according to the rule "first come, first served." 
Some would feed away to their teams, half their 
corn, before their turn came to get the other half 
ground. Slow as the process of "beating hominy" 
is, it was a great resource, as was the eating of it 
for lack of hoecake. 

James river was then so low as to permit 
pleasant promenading in the falls, but for the 
rugged or rounded surface of the rocks, and active 
persons could cross it dry shod. 

It was curious to see how the solid granite had 
been worn away and bored into holes from the 
size of a hat to that of a hogshead, hj the action 
of the pebbles, from small to large, which had 
been rolled down in freshets, and lodging in fissures 
would there revolve by the action of the water, 
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until both the active and passive rocks had worn 
each other away, and the debris was lodged at 
Sandy bar. A larger pebble would be washed into 
the cavity formed by a small one, and so on ad 
infinitum, or until tho granite was entirely worn 
away. In eonie places it was evident that two or 
more neighboring cavities had been worn until 
they united and formed one, of irregular shape 
and of great size. In many of them the active 
agent could be seen, resembling a cannon ball. 
This abrasion of the roeks has been very great, 
but I will not undertake to calculate when they 
will be entirely worn away. The sand market will 
continue to be supplied until then from this great 
mill of Nature's construction. It is very curious 
to take a walk on the northern shore of Belle Isle 
when the river is low. One can look across to the 
Richmond side without seeing a drop of water, but 
only billows of roeks, between which it flows in 
deeply worn channels. 

A truthful old friend told me, that in the course 
of a walk near the spot I have mentioned, on a 
spring morning, he saw a pyramid or rather a large 
ball of snakes, so coiled and entwined together as 
to form one mass, the heads of all projected to the 
exterior, forming a living head of Medusa, He 
dared not approach for fear of dissolving the union 
and of being attacked by the separate members, 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

BANKS AND INSXTRAHCE COMPANIES. 

The reader need not fear that he is to be bored 
■with an eaaaj on banks. As a piece of news to 
naost of my readers, I will state that there was a 
bank established in Virginia before the Revolution, 
the first no doubt in America, called the ""Virginia 
James River Bank," The engraved form of the 
notes Tvas not adapted to that in which they were 
issued, aa is shown by the following copy of one 
that I have seen. The loritten portion, most of 
it interlined, is here printed in italics : 

^^ VIEGINIA JAMES BIVER BANK, No. 335. 

^^ W.t, I, Robert 0. Nicholas, Esq., treasurer of ike Colony 

f^ and Dominion of 

g and Company Bank in Virginia, Promiae to pay to, or 

S before ihe tenth day of December, 1775, or Baarer on de- 

'^ mand, Tiueliie ^ounljff, Currant Money. 

•g Witnesa my Hand this first day of April, 1773. 

g Cashier, Koberl Carter Meholas, 

•^ Randolph. Treas'r. 

""■ John Blair, 



The date of the hill seems ominous. 
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The Virginia Legialature had siteh a Tioly horror 
of hanka in 1803, that they refused a charter to 
the petitioners, as they had to previous ones, but 
they got over thoir scruples in 1804 and granted a 
charter to the present Bank of Virginia. About 
ten years afterwards they were delivered of a 
second ; after another long interval, a third and 
fourth were born ; but of lato years it is as difficult 
to check the increase as it was formerly to over- 
come the barrenness, and each meeting of the 
Legislature gives birth to a whole litter of banks. 
In 1858 the number was about twenty-three, with 
sixteen millions of capital, and the last Legislature 
chartered about sixteen, and authorized an increase 
of capital for twelve branches to existing banks. 
The progress of banking in the United States, if 
tables are correct, may bo thus stated : 

Iq 1790 there weve i Banka with $ 1,950,000 capital. 
" 1800 '■ 23 " 19,000,000 " 

" 1830 " 894 " 183,000,000 " 

" 1860 " 1,580 " 470,000,000 " 

How much further the expansion can proceed 
without bursting, time will show. 

INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

In the former edition a chapter was devoted to 
an institution named by its projector " The Mutual 
Assurance Society, against Fire of Virginia," but 
the phraseology . may be excused, as he waa a 
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Prussian, and his secretary a Turlc ; both men of edu- 
cation and well qualified for the offices they held. 

This institution has now existed about sixty-three 
years, and ia likely to continue indefinitely if well 
conducted. Until of late years insurance compa- 
nies in Virginia, important and useful as they are, 
were few in number, and did not attain to great 
age. In that branch, aa in many others, we were 
dependant on northern or British institutions, 
through their agents established in our towns. 

But now insurance companies shoot up at every 
corner, and not only in Richmond, but in our other 
cities, towns and villages, and- bid fair to bo aa 
numerous as banks and court-houses. 

As yet the indemnity they proifer is against the 
risks of fire, water, storms and death — or it may 
be said, tho four elements — aa earth has its claim 
■with the others. But we have no companies here 
yet, as in Europe, to insure against moral risks, 
such as the dishonesty of clerks and other em- 
ployees, nor against theft; indemnity against both 
of which ia certainly very desirable, and especially 
if the Federal and State Governments were re- 
quired to have all their risks insured. This difG- 
culty perhaps might arise, that it would interfere 
■with the powers of appointment, or with the 
patronage now existing, as no prudent or safe 
company would insure the honesty of officials, 
■without first ascertaining whether they | 
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that qualification, and were, as Mr. Jefferson re- 
quired, " honest, faithful and friendly to the Consti- 
tution." Fidelity is now required, but in a de- 
based sense, to men, not to principles, and even 
tha-t is not fulfilled. 

Loss or injury by some other risks are indemni- 
fied in England. Por instance, a penny will insure 
a passenger's limbs for a long distance on a rail- 
road, but whether any company in this country 
could take such risks and pay dividends, is yet to 
be tried. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

MANUFACTURES ATJD MILLS. 

The attempts to establish manufactories in 
Richmond on the joint-stock principle, have been 
almost invariably unsuccessful; and not in Rich- 
mood only, but throughout the South ; and I 
might add the North also, with the exception of 
those establishments which are owned hy a few 
stockholders who look to their interests. 

"When England and France were vieing with each 
other which could commit the greatest outrages on 
our commerce, by their Orders in Council and 
Berlin and Milan Decrees, (Napoleon dating his 
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edicts from almost any capital he choao,) and when 
we resorted to the terrapin pohcy of Embargo and 
Non-inter course, to prepare for ivar by depriving 
ourselves of the means to conduct it, this among 
other patriotic resolutions ■was adopted at public 
meetings, that we should dress in domestic 
fabrics; and as homespun "was the only wear," 
the price of coarse mixed Virginia cotton chth 
was a dollar or more a yard for such as is now 
worth twelve or eighteen cents, and many of our 
citizens who could afford it, especially the politi- 
cians of the Terrapin party, were thus arrayed 
from head to foot. 

As the primitive spinning-wheels and hand-looms 
could not supply the patriotic demand for their 
productions, a resort to machinery was proposed. 

A large meeting was held at the Capitol about 
the year 1809, to raise by subscription a sufficient 
sum (no trilling one) for the establishment of an 
extensive cotton and woolen factory. The patri- 
otic fervor overflowed in frothy epeechea, but when 
it subsided left no substantial residuum in cash. 

Parson Blair made some fun of it in a satire 
commencing thus : 

" I'tb seen with pleasure in your patriot city, 
The appointment of a most august oommittes. 
To enoourage manufaeturos of ouc own 
And bring Old England to her marrow bone, 
To spoil her commerce, since she's made us wroth, 
And bring her pride down with Virginia cloth." 
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^Fortunately for the few who were disposed to 
subacribe for the mules and jennies, there were 
not backers enough to second them, and the project 
failed. An individual (B. J. Harris) who had 
twisted tobacco successfully, was the first to engage 
in the twisting of cotton, but unsuccessfully, and 
his mill was sold and converted to tlie more prac- 
ticable purpose of grinding wheat. 

Some years later, joint-stock companies" were 
formed for the manufacture of cotton, wool, iron, 
paper, &c., expensive buildings were erected, the 
works were put in operation, and while everything 
wag new, and improved machinery was not intro- 
duced elsewhere, some dividends were paid — but 
prosperity was of short duration. The raw materials 
were bought with cash, or if on credit, at a high 
rate; the manufactured article had to be sold on 
credit, and generally to be shipped to the North 
for a market, incurring heavy charges. Dividends 
ceased, debts were contracted, and, to wind up the 
concern, the establishment was sold, at a loss to 
the stockholders of fifty or seventy-five per cent. 
It now became the property of an individual, or of 
a few partners. Presidents, directors, agents, &c., 
were dispensed with. Instead of being everybody's 
business, it was somebody's, and each establishment 
in succession passed from a corporate body to an 
individual one, and from decay to prosperity. 

The amount of capital thus sunk by stockholders 
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in various raaiiiifacturing establishments in almost 
every town in Virginia, would count up to millions, 
hut it was fortunately distributetl among many 
parties. Their successors are rendering benefits to 
the community as well as to themselves, by employ- 
ing a large number of workmen, and giving occapa- 
tion indirectly to the various classes of tradesmen, 
farmers, landlords, &c., with whom the former deal. 

The iron foundries and machine shops in Rich- 
mond are numerous, and some of them on a large 
scale. The boilers and machinery for several of 
the largest ships of war were constructed at tbe 
Tredegar "Works, where many cannon are made for 
our ships and forts. 

When the raw materials for manufactares which 
our interior can supply, and the water-power ex- 
tending some miles above the city, to convert them 
into useful fabrics, shall be practically developed, 
Richmond may become one of the largest manu- 
facturing cities in the Union.* 

* Althougli cot immediatelj pertaining to my eubjeot, I will 
levB take oooaBion to note, on the authority of Col. Byrd, that 
Col. Spotswood, on the Rappabonnoeb, naa the first pei-son in 
America who built a fornaoe for milking pig (or sou/) iron. 
Tliero were some blooineries in New Eogland and Pennsylvania, 
and following the Colonel'B example, they introduced furnacee. 
Tliere were at that time (1732) torn fiirnaOBa in Virginia, near 
ilie Rappahannoek aboTe Fredeiiuksburg, and tho sow iron they 
made waa carted fifteen to twenti four miles to boat navigation, 
thence down to the port of ahipment, where it was put on board 
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I have alluded to the Embai-go and Noc-intcr- 
course which preceded the war of 1812 with Great 
Britain, The destitution of the country of many 
articles of the first necesaity, caused by these 
precedents, was very severe, for they operated to 
preveot importationa before war was declared ; 
whereas tho utmost facility should have been given 
to obtain abundant atoclcs of articles of tho first 
necessity to prepare for the coming contest. 

Salt sold in Richmond at one period of the 
war at twenty-five dollars per sack, and some per- 
sons undertook to make it along tho sea-shore, by 
iJ)oiling the salt water in large kettles, others . in 
vats, by solar evaporation. Brown sugar sold at 
twenty-five cents or more per pound, coffee at forty 
or fifty cents, and almost all imported commodities 
in proportion. 

The supplies we obtained wore not so much by 
importation aa by capture from the enemy. Our 
privateers were numerous, daring and frequently 
successful in getting their prizes into those ports 
which the enemy could not easily blocliade. 

Tdaacls for EoglanJ, at a freight of 7s. M. per ton (in liou of 
ballast), wliioh Tiith the other charges on it amountBd to 20j., 
anditwns sold at 120s. per ton. At tbat data so few ships 
Bailed from Philadelphia for England that makers of iron in 
Pennsjlvania had to work it up for Iioine use. At that time, 
eaja Bjrd, "Great Britain imported from Spain, Holland, Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Mnseovj, na less than 20,000 tons jearlj.' 
Great Britain now produaee 3,600,000 tons. 
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The exports from Hichmond, Petersburg, &c., 
were chiefly hj way of Amelia Island, at the north- 
ern extremity of East Florida, then a Spanish 
colony and neutral. Tobacco, the principal and 
almost the only article, was transported partly in 
small vessels through the inlets and sounds of 
North and South Carolina and Georgia, partly by 
■wagons, at an enormous expense and risk, and with 
great labor and trouble — but all these were well 
compensated by the price of four or five shillings 
per pound for such as got safely to market, the 
first cost being about as many cents. 

The central position of Virginia was most un- 
favorable for this forced trade. The New England 
States resorted to Eaatport, in Maine, on our 
north-eastern boundary, where there seemed to 
exist a good understanding with their opposite 
neighbors and enemies. They each obeyed the 
injunction, "Love your enemies." The same ves- 
sel was repeatedly captured and re-captured, and 
the prize money on both sides was divided between 
the amicable belligerents— friendly spoliations being 
made by previous arrangements. 

The dangerous coast of North Carolina was 
deemed a safeguard by some enterprising men, 
who relied on the ileetneas of their clippers and 
the dangers of their coast, to carry on trade with 
Cuba, &o. 

Virginia had to depend chiefly on hard tnoclts, 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



MANUFACTURES AMD MILLS. 325 

and Norfolk rejoiced now and then in the arrival 
of some captured ship, a prize to her Saacy Jack 
or daring Roger. A similar recourse for supplies 
and a similar employment for our vessels will not, 
I hope, recur. 

The first grist mill in Richmond was huiit, I am 
told, near the spot where Haxall's mills now stand, 
or run. It was a mere wooden shanty, built on 
the rocks in the river, and approached hy planks 
laid from one rock to another. The machinery 
was a common tub wheel, propelled by a natural 
rapid, and gave motion to a pair of mill stones, 
which served to grind corn for the inhabitants. 
Twenty-two pair now grind eight hundred barrels 
of flour per day, more or less, according to cir- 
cumstances ; and from the extensive additions 
to the buildings recently made, perhaps some 
ten or twenty pair more may be added to the 
establishment.* 

As early as the year 1789, (David Rows who 
"could see as far into a mill stone" or a mill 
site as any man,) secured from the owner Samuel 
Overton, the ultimate possession of this great 
water power, embracing about one half of the 
width of the river, and about seven acres of land 
along its margin; and in 1793, he obtained it 

* The miller saja 1,500 bb!s. flour have beea made in. 
one day (1860) and additional buiidiogs ai 

28 
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complete and forever in con si elevation of an 
annual rent of 2,000 bushels of corn. This now 
constitutes the chief income of Overton's descend- 
ants. How much the property is worth to Ross's 
successors, I will not venture to conjecture. 

In the long interval between the erection of 
the shanty and of Haxall's mills, the site of the 
latter was occupied by Moss's mills, which were 
swept off by a freshet and re-built. They then 
acquired celebrity as Gallego's mills, the first of 
the name, and resisted the floods to fall a victim to 
tho flames, as did the next generation of mills on 
the same spot. 

The Gallego mills changed their locality to a 
site on the canal, some miles above the city, and 
these twice shared the fate of their predecessors. 
Then waa erected by Peter Chevallio, a much 
larger establishment on the basin, which after a 
few years was also destroyed by fire. The enter- 
prising owners Warwick & Barkadale, nothing 
daunted, re-built them on even a more extended 
scale, and are now erecting another building of 
greater dimensions, twelve stories high, machinery 
in which can be propelled by the same water-power 
repeated. These and the Haxall are probably the 
two largest mills in the world. 

A portion of tho Armory has been converted 
f like the sword to a ploughshare,) into a flour mill ; 
but I believe the State is not a partner, and may 
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permit it on the ground that it is better to manu- 
facture food than fire-arras. A large flour mill * 
haa been erected at Tredegar, a short distance 
above the Ai'mory, and here grain ig ground and 
cannons are cast in close proximity. This, how- 
ever, as well as two fiour mills, Taliaferro's and 
Bragg' s f on the Manchester side, are all of recent 
construction, and do not belong to by-gone days; 
but those do which preceded them and occupied the 
same ground, to wit : 

The Tredegar Iron Works are on the spot where 
Colonel Harvie erected at the close of the last 
century a flour mill, a brewery and a distillery. 
Whether any beer or whiskey was made there I 
know not, but the mill was first occupied by a Mr. 
Arthur, and bore his name (a short time only) until 
he died, and the establishment fell into the handg 
of Mr. Radford, who very judiciously obtained 
Mr. Rutherfoord as a partner in the business in 
1803, but tempted by speculation in Western 
lands, lie sold his interest in the mills to Mr. 
E-utherfoord. They were burnt and re-built, and 
became the property of Mr. Cunningham. The 
same water power was applied a second time at a 

* Now being converted into a, woolen mill, witli s, capital of 
$150,000— one of the effects of the Harper's Ferry murdera. 
1860. 

f NoiF Diinlop, Monoare & Co's. and J. BiuEnmel's. 
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lower level to propel the maciiinery of a cotton 
mill erected bj Cunninghani & Anderson, who 
made it a joint stock (and consequently a losing) 
concern. It was burnt as were the flour milb, 
and the site of mills, brewery, &c., is occupied by 
rolling mills, cannon and other foundries, machine 
shops, locomotive works, and in short for all sorts 
of iron operations, besides which Crenshaw's flour 
mill (now the Woollen mill) has risen in the midst 
of the forges and furnaces. 

Mr. Rutherfoord converted Harris's cotton mill 
two miles higher up the river, into a flour mill, 
which suffered the fate of Sebastopol, by bombard- 
ment, in the process of blasting rock to widen the 
canal, 

To a stranger, a walk along the banks of the 
canal is well compensated by a view of the Armory, 
the Tredegar Iron Works, the mills, the Water 
works, Belle Isle, (where there are also Iron 
works,) and the Rapids ; and though last, not 
least, the Hollywood Cemetery. 

The exportation (1860) of steam sugar mills, 
saw mills, and locomotives, railway wheels, and all 
work of that sort from our several factories is very 
extensive, and a large establishment for making 
pig iron from the ores on James river, is about to 
light its fires at Westham. But it would be te- 
dious, except to parties interested, to dilate on the 
subject. Already more has been said than will be 
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read. One line more only to say that new enter- 
prizes are starting up daily, which by judicious 
management may remove from Richmond — from 
Virginia — the opprobrium that she is dependant 
on other States or countries for everything she 
requires except bread and tobacco. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

TOBACCO IVAREHOUSES. 

Where Tobacco is in the mouth of almost every 
man and boy, either for mastication, fumigation, 
inhalation, or discussion, and where it constitutes 
one of the most important commercial staples, it 
seems proper to notice it, though I fear that my 
fair readers, if I have any, may turn up their 
pretty noses at it, instead of turning it up their 
pretty noses, against which latter turn I enter my 
protest, as well as against the practice of dipping, 
which I will not explain, lest an Eve-like, and evil 
curiosity might induce some now sweet lips to try 
the experiment, and I won't play the serpent to 
tempt them. 

Tobacco is now an universal medium of intro- 
duction among those who are addicted to its use; 
but in the early days of Virginia, and until the 
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last aeventy or eighty years, it was a circulating 
medium in the place of money. Even the parson's 
salary and fees were rated at so many pounds of 
tobacco, estimated at two pence per pound. 

The Tobacco Warehouses or Inspections in Rich- 
mond, fifty years ago were, Shockoe, a mere cluster 
of wooden sheds ; Sard's, of trick, opposite to the 
present Exchange hotel; and Rocketts, of which a 
portion of the walls is now standing, their aspect 
from the riyer having the appearance of an old 
fortification. The two latter ceased their vocation 
long since, as has also one of later date, helow 
Roclietts, called Powhatan from being built near 
the wigwam of that King. It is now converted 
into a number of dwellings, and serves to shelter 
other heads than hogs-heads. In later years, the 
Publia Warehouse on the basin became an Inspec- 
tion and Seabrooh's was established in the valley.* 

In old times a furnace stood near each ware- 
house, and tobacco unfit for export, was treated as 
heretics were at an auto-da-f4, as being unfit for 
salvation — both were burned; and now both are 
Buffered to pass for what they are worth. 

The primitive mode of transporting tobacco to 
market was curious. The cask containing it was 

^Dibrell'E, near the Dock, is a rcoent establiehraent, aod 
Mayo's is being erected on land of new formation, bused on tha 
granite of an island, oyer which the river flowed, ainoe nij ve- 
membranoe, in slight freshets, (1860.) 
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actually rolled on its own peripliery, through mud 
and stream, A long wooden spike driven into the 
centre of each end, and projecting a few inches 
beyond it, served for an axletree, a split sapling 
vas fitted to it for shafts, and extending in rear of 
the cask, where the parts were connected by a 
hickory withe ; a few slabs were nailed to these, in 
front of the cask, forming a sort of foot board, or 
box, in which were stoived a middling or two of 
bacon, a bag of meal, a frying pan, a hoe, an axe, 
and a blanket, for the bipeds; the whole covered 
to some height with fodder, for the quadrupeds. 
If the distance to market was moderate, the hogs- 
head was rolled on its hoops, which ivere stout and 
numerous ; but if fifty to a hundred miles, or more 
were to be traversed, rough felloes were spiked on 
at each end or quarter of the cask, and these rude 
tires served to protect it from being worn through. 
Rough fellows also were the conductors. 

The tobacco roller, as the driver (often the owner) 
was called, sought no roof for shelter, during his 
journey, sometimes of a week's duration and of 
severe toil ; at nightfall he kindled a fire in tho 
woods by tho road side, baked a hoo cake, fried 
some bacon, fed his team, (I omitted to mention 
the bag of corn,) rolled his blanket around him, 
and slept by the fire, under the lee of his cask. 

When he reached the warehouse, his tobacco was 
inspected, a note or receipt expressing the weight, 
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etc., ^-as lianded to hini, and he then sallied forth 
into the streets in search of a purchaser ; calling 
out as he entered a store, "Mister, do you buy- 
tobacco ?" When he had found the right " Mister," 
and obtained his money, and a few articles to carry- 
to his "old -woman," he strapped the blanket on 
one of his horses and rode home. These men 
generally travelled in small parties, and if the 
weather and roads were good, had a merry time of 
it ; if bad, they assisted each other when obstacles 
occurred. 

The journey from beyond the Roanoke, which 
then consumed six days, is now performed in as 
many hours, and for the labor of two hundred and 
fifty horses, and almost as many men and boys, 
(for a boy usually accompanied each man,) during 
ten days going and returning, is now substituted 
a train of railroad cars, with some four or five 
men, for half a day, and at one-fourth of the 
expense. 

It were superfluous to draw the contrast of those 
days with the present. Tobacco rollers are an 
extinct species. Instead of them, tobacco buyers 
throng the warehouses. Manufactories of the 
weed have sprung up in every direction. The 
largest buildings in the city are, with few excep- 
tions, tobacco factories, and I may venture to say 
that more tobacco is manufactured in Richmond 
than in any other place in the world. Such vulgar 
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terms as negro-head and pig-tail aro discarded, 
and faneiful ones substituted, such as " Sonet/ - 
dew," " Ohristian'S'Comfort," " Heart' s-delight" 
^^Perfect-love," "Rose-bud " and " Cousin-Sally." 
Artists are employed to design and execate em- 
bellishments for the packages, and various sweets, 
spirits, spices, and essences, are used to give a 
good flavor or to conceal a bad one. 

Italy, Spain and Trance furniab thousands of 
boxes of liquorice and of olive oil to sweeten, and 
to brighten the quid — but they do not accept a 
quid pro quo, by permitting the importation of 
"Chriatian's-comfort," or " Heart's-dolight," or 
any other of the consolations prepared abroad, for 
the lovers of tobacco. About seventy-five factories 
are in operation, requiring 3,500 to 4,000 hands, 
male and female, and working up some 25,000 
hhds. of tobacco annually. 

Note.— TLe following adyeTlisemeiit, which, does not inolnde 
Liquorice, Rum, Olive Oil, Sugar and Sjrup, will gire an idea 
of thfl condiments used in preparing tabaeoo iat mastication. 

" To Tobaceonista — 500 Iba. large black Angnstnra TonC[iift 
Eenns; 200 lbs. Oil of Cinnamon, Cloves, Peppermint, &o. ; 
1,000 lbs. good Qum Arabic, in bales, low priced; 25 bottles 
English Essential Oil Bitter Almonds; 1,000 lbs. Cloves, All- 
spice, Natmegs, Cassia, Sc. ; Oil of Sweet Flag Boot, Branding 
Paint, red and blue ; a large aasoptment of copper bound 
Branding Brushes; Varnish; Spirits Turpentine, and everj 
article used about a factory, at low prices." 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

THE VISIT OJ LAPAYETTB. 

The greatest popular enthusiasm I ever wit- 
nessed was excited hj the visit of Lafayette to 
the United States in 1824, when in liis sixty- 
seventh year, but erect in person as in principle, 
and apparently with his mental and physical powers 
but little impaired. In 1777, at the age of nine- 
teen, he first came to this country to volunteer his 
services. 

His ovation was very different from that which 
ia conferred on a political favorite of the day, in 
which one party only feels an interest, and many 
members of that party from interested motives. 
Nor was it like the triumph bestowed on a military 
or naval hero, which the blaze of glory kindles. 
Lafayette was welcomed and honored hy the 
promptings of gratitude, which feeling he had in 
his youth inspired in the hearts of our fathers, for 
his disinterested and efficient aid in obtaining our 
independence, and by onr admiration of his subse- 
quent course in seeking to establish freedom in 
his native land, without violence or bloodshed. 

The whole American nation seemed to love and 
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honor him. "Wherever he appeared every demon- 
stration of these feelings was exhibited in the most 
conspicuous manner. In Richmond, people from 
all parts of the State assembled to see hira, to 
cheer him and to touch his hand. Many a Revolu- 
tionary soldier left the comforts of home to wel- 
come one who had partaken of the- same dangers 
and hardships, and mothers brought their children, 
to see and to impress on their youthful minds the 
memory of the man who was beloved bj Wash- 
ington. 

The pageant was all that its actors could devise 
and execute. The only alloy to their gratification 
was the fatigue it imposed on its beloved object. 
The arm of the old soldier was almost shaken from 
its socket, and his hand was bruised and benumbed 
by the grasp, not always gentle, of the thousands 
that sought to press it. Every window of tho 
streets through which the long procession passed, 
was filled with the smiling faces of mothers and 
daughters. Handkerchiefs waved like the leaves of 
a forest in a gale, and shouts of welcome arose, 
drowning the music of the martial instruments. 

No apartment in the city was sufBoiently capa- 
cious for the ball which was to be given, where 
the ladies might have the privilege of saluting La- 
fayette hand to hand, if not lip to lip. The 
entire area embraced in tho quadrangle formed 
by the surrounding buildings and galleries of the 
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Eagle Hotel,' a space of about eight thousand 
square feet, was floored over and covered with 
awnings and flags, to form a ball-room, and large 
as was the space it was well filled. 

Lafayette's memory was aufliciently tenacious to 
enable him to recognize many of those whom he 
had known during the war, from brother officers 
down to the faithful black servant James, who was 
again ready to wait on him after a lapse of forty- 
five years. 

The honors shown to Lafayette did honor to the 
country, inspired as they were by gratitude for hia 
services and admiration of his character. How 
different from the incense offered to party leaders, 
who are ready generally to lead whichever party 
can furnish the most numerous troop of followers ; 
or how different from that which follows in tho 
train of a successful candidate, whose ofSco confers 
patronage, and is apt to confer it on those who 
have been the most ready tools for his promotion, 
not on those whose integrity and capacity would 
ensure a faithful performance of their duties. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

THE WASniNGTOH MONUMENT. 

In February, 1816, the Legislature of Virginia 
applied to Buslirod Washiugton for permisaion to 
remove to Kichmond the remains of his illustrious 
relative, over which they desired to erect a suita- 
ble monument. Judge Washington was constrained 
by the will of his uncle to decline the request. 

On the 2i2d February, 181T, the Legislature 
authorized the opening of aubaoriptions throughout 
tho State, to raise a fund for the erection of a 
monument to WASHINGTON, limiting the sum 
of each individual subscription to twenty dollara, 

The enthusiasm in Richmond was such, that 
several gentlemen evaded the limitation by ia- 
acribing the names of their wives and children 
with twenty dollars affixed to each. 

Official agents were appointed in each county 
to obtain subscriptions. Some did not take the 
trouble to act, and perhaps some found it more 
convenient to retain than to report the sums 
collected, and due accountability was not enforced. 
So it was, however, that out of $13,063 collected, 
29 
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about four-fifths were obtained in Richmond, if 
my memory serves. 

It is mortifying to record such apathy on such 
a Bubjeot. Can it be fairly ascribed to the absence 
of party stimulants ? Would apathy have prevailed 
had the glorification of some hero of the day, 
who could reward his followers, been the object, 
instead of a token of gratitude to the man and 
the hero, not of the day, hut of all time f 

This paltry sum (eocsidering that Virginia was 
the donor) was deposited in the Treasury, and 
thero it remained idle, or was supposed to remain; 
but when other moneys were missing, it was re- 
ported that the monument fund was gone. The 
State, however, very properly assumed the re- 
sponsibility; but the fund lay dormant until the 
22d February, 1828, when a resolution was 
adopted, ordering it to be placed at interest. 
Thus it remained until 1848, when it had accu- 
mulated to $41,833, wiih the aid of a new gene- 
ral subscription, which did not prove large. 

On the 22d February, 1849, the Historical 
Society of Virginia, or influential members of it,* 
Stimulated the Legislature to enact that a monu- 
ment should be erected on the Capitol Square 
in Richmond, and "to appropriate such sum as 
should be required, in addition to the funds col- 
lected, to make an aggregate of $100,000. 
* Connaj 
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Oil the 22d February, 1850, (action always 
appropriately recurring on that i3ay) the corner 
stone of the monument was laid in the Capitol 
Square, in the presence of (xeneral Zachary Tay- 
lor, President of the United States, of a throng 
of the civil and military, of associations of all 
descriptions, of officials, of mothers and their 
children, such as never before asaembled in Rich- 
mond, and foremost of all, the surviving soldiers 
of the Bevolution, few in number, hut attracting 
general attention, 

The premium for the best model was judiciously 
aw ar lied to Crawford, the sculptor, who, after 
giving instructions for the granite work, proceeded 
to Rome to model tho statuary, and thence to 
Munich to have it cast in bronae. Thus far he 
has . succeeded most admirably, and the work 
bids fair to establish his fame on a higher pinnacle 
than it had previously attained. 

Not so fortunate was the first appointment of 
a superintendent of the granite work, and of the 
disbursements pertaining to the erection of base- 
ment, columns and pedestals. The person who, 
by some means, obtained the appointment, proved 
unworthy of confidence. 

This trust — which it was almost sacrilege to 
abuse — was thus victimized to misfeasance and 
malfeasance in its inception, in its progress, and 
in a portion of its execution. It is to be hoped 
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that it will arrive at completion without further 
defilement. 

Much anxiety existed for some time lest an 
ignoble party feeling might exclude from either 
of the six pedestals which surround the elevated 
one occupied by WASHINGTON, a statue of his 
friend and biographer, Marshall — a noble im- 
personation of the Judiciary ; hut a Wise decision 
has done justice to the memory of the man who 
holds a place second only to Washington in public 
love and estiroation. The constellation surround- 
ing the central luminary will be formed by Jef- 
ferson, Henry, Marshall, Gov. Nelson, George 
Mason and Andrew Lewis — a glorious assemblage 
of patriots, each one conspicuous for his peculiar 
attribute, as well as his other talents. 

P. S."The equestrian statue of Washimgton 
arrived in Richmond from Amsterdam at the close 
of 1857, but the sculptor did not survive to see 
it erected, nor to complete those which are to 
surround it. Crawford died in the zenith of his 
fame, and his works will perpetuate it. The in- 
auguration of his statue of Washington was cele- 
brated on the 22d February, 1858, attended hy 
an immense assemblage, undeterred by a snow 
storm which prevailed until the statue was unco- 
vered, when the sun saluted it with a bright beam. 
The figures of both horse and rider are considered 
unsurpassed. The height from the plinth to the 
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the croivn of Washington's hat is 20 feet, and 
total height from the ground CO feet. Washing- 
ton is represented as in command and checking 
his horse in full career, while he points to some 
distant object, which seems to excite his horse 
also into intense animation. 

The statues of Henry and Jefferson were placed 
on their pedestals soon after that of Washington, 
for which they had been waiting, and the statue 
of George Mason was erected soon after its arrival 
in February, 1860. It is a personification of 
firmness and decision. These statues are nine feet 
in height. 

The selection of these characters was peculiarly 
appropriate. Lewis was the frontier warrior who 
drove the Indiana beyond the Ohio in 1774, and 
served most gallantly during the Revolution; 
Henry set the ball in motion; Mason was the 
author of the Bill of Rights ; Jefferson of the 
Declaration ; Nelson was the Financier, and Mar- 
shall personifies the Judiciary. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

TUB MUSEUM. 

Sydney Smith, not the hero, but the man of 
wisdom and of wit, tells u8 how the dynasty of tho 
Heapolitan throne was changed by the antic capers 
of Mr. Isaac Hawkins Brown at a Court Bali: 
and the second effort to introduce in Eichmondan 
establishment connected with the fine arts, was 
caused by the fracture of a dancing-master's leg. 
Tho sufferer by this disaster was a votary of the 
Graces and of the Muses. The aid of music was 
required to inspire and to regulate the movements 
of the dance. The former obeyed the action of 
his hands and the latter of his feet, simultaneously, 
and by their congenial operations ho sought to con- 
fer grace on his pupils, and to inspire them with 
"the poetry of motion;" and moreover by these 
means to provide bread for his family. 

The fracture of the leg spoiled his dancing, but 
nothing daunted by being compelled to relinquish 
the service of Terpsichore, he sought, instead of 
dancing, the favor of a sister art, that of painting, 
and to substitute the brush for the fiddle-stick. Hia 
success in the newly adopted vocation was remark- 
able, considering the disadvantages under which it 
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was attained; but as the emolument derived from 
it was small, he determined to invoke the aid of all 
the arts and sciences at once, by establishing a 



The Legislature granted him permission to erect 
a building for the purpose, on the Capitol Square ; 
but a location was unfortunately assigned for it, 
which obstructed the entrance to the Square from 
Franklin street on the east, and worse still, after 
the Museum was removed, the obstruction was 
rendered permanent by the erection of the State 
Courthouse on the same spot. 

The effort to erect a Museum, which at any 
other time would have been hopeless, was made in 
the Flush times of Richmond, and succeeded. The 
funds were raised by subscription and a building 
quite capacious was erected." As the fantastic 
orcier of architecture prevailed at that time, the 
Museum partook of that character, but it was quite 
commodious in its arrangements. One apartment 
was appropriated to paintings, another to statuary, 
and as the specimens of the latter consisted chiefly 
in plaster casts of ancient master-pieces, many of 
them in a nuile state, that apartment was con- 
sidered by the fastidiously modest, as forbidden 
ground, unless it could be visited privately and 
without the risk of encountering bolder spectators. 

Other apartments contained tho usual assortment 
of stuffed birds, beasts and reptiles, a fair display 
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of butterflies, epidere and other insects; also speci- 
mens of minerals, &e., &c. ; but the department of 
conchology was the most eomplote, and on the 
■whole the collection was very creditable, consider- 
ing the limited means of its founder. 

The only living specimen was a rattleanalie, and 
he came to his death in a remarkablo manner. A 
mouse was introduced into the cage for his break- 
fast, on which he did not make an immediate 
assault, either because the weather was cool, or his 
appetite not keen. The mouse watched his mo- 
tions, and as soon as he began to coil, leaped on 
his head and nibbled away so industriously as to 
cause his death. Tho valor of the mouse was 
recorded in tho papers of tho day. 

After tho novelty of the sights in the Museum 
woro off, the visitors to it became "small by 
degrees and beautifully less," for children consti- 
tuted the far greater number. The gods, god- 
desses and heroes began to show the dust of an- 
tiquity as if they belonged to it, and here and 
there tho loss of a limb might bo observed, to 
which the statue was fairly entitled according to 
the original. 

In this decline of the fine arts, when even tho 
door-keeper neglected his duty, or found his office 
a sinecure, unlike most sinecures without pay, 
a party of playful girls having provided themselves 
with some cast-off toggery, waited on the goddesses 
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ill tlie quality of hand-maidens, and arrayed them 
in trim to receive the most fastidious visitor. 
Imagine Venus in a cheeked apron and necker- 
chief, Cerea in a straw hat and jacket, and Diana 
ill a fur tippet and petticoat; Apollo wearing a 
cocked hatj like the Indian chief who made a visit 
to one of our officers in that full dress. 

The heathens retained their unclassical raiment 
for some short time before the masquerade was 
known, bo few visited their shrines ; but when it 
rumored abroad, a perfect rush was made to 
celestials in their new or rather old attire, 
.ed as mortals. It was their last appear- 
■degraded in the eyes of those whose heathen 
progenitors had worshipped them, they would no 
longer expose themselves to ridieulo. Instead of 
leosis, they are probably resolved into their 
elements. The dust of Ceres scattered on 
the fields and turned to grass, may have been con- 
verted into a cow, and have fattened on the fields 
her remains had fertilized, 

Venus reduced to her original element, may have 
nourished myrtles and fed her doves on the berries 
all unconscious of their celestial food ; or perhaps 
some love-sick swain may have eloped with her in 
her entirety, {as Kossuth would say,) to nourish 
his passion and to worship her as the image of his 
kdy-love. 

One of the mortals who was a companion of the 
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heathen deities in this terrestrial Olympus, suffered 
the fate of mortality, and his clay being mortal 
can bo traced. A resurrectionist conveyed Lao- 
coon's bocly to the medical college, whether aa a 
subject for the professor's knife, or as a study for 
anatomy and extraordinary development of tlie 
muscleSj this deponent saith not. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

GAS AND WATER. 

Richmond may claim the honor of being among 
the first, if not the very first city lighted with gas. 
An adventurer, or a philosopher named Henfrey, 
in the infancy of the present century visited Rich- 
mond, and induced some of its citizens, scientific 
or curious, to witness his process of pouring flame, 
instead of steam or water, from the spout of a tea- 
kettle. His experiments with a better apparatus 
were also successful. Money was raised by sub- 
scription and a light-house (an octagonal tower of 
brick) was erected on the then highest point easily 
accessible on Main street ; which was in front of 
where the American Hotel now stands at the inter- 
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section of Main and lltli atroets. A large lantern 
with many jeta Burmounted the tower at tlie height 
of some forty feet. The gas was generated in a 
kind of still in the basement and conducted by a 
pipe to the burnera. The experiment on the first 
night and for seYoral subsequent ones, ivas more 
Buccesafal than we ivould now think possible, com- 
paring the simple apparatus then used, with the 
complex one and the large and numerous structures 
now required. Like a recent and not more auc- 
cesaful projector in Washington, (whose light on 
the summit of the dome of the capitol was to 
enlighten the wide extent of space around it con- 
stituting the city,) Mr. Henfrey's light was to 
shine along the extent of Main street, and to send 
its superfluous rays to the Capitol and the Basin. 

The novelty expired and so did the light ; but 
the tower long remained — a monument of enter- 
prise, if not of science and wisdom, and we 
may now boast that although our gas did not burn 
well, we were the first to light it. &'io transit 
gloria, &c. 

Some years later the line of Main street was 
lighted according to the system of those benighted 
times, but this also was done by private subscrip- 
tion, and diligent ones were wanting to keep the 
lamps trimmed, mischievous boya broke them and 
the lights ceased to shine- 
Thus also by private subscription, water was 
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conducted from the Basin in wooden pipes as far as 
the Market bridge, with hydrants at several cor- 
ners, always flowing and very convenient for many 
purposes. Myriads of minute eels would ascend 
the moist wall of the Market bridge and wriggle 
their way to the very spouts of the hydrants. 
By similar pipes, water was conveyed from the 
Bloody Run Spring (not then a sanguinary stream) 
as far as the Bell Tavern. Some of these yet 
serve as condaits for a short distance from their 
source. In excavating the streets, the pipes are 
found free from decay, after fifty years interment 
of those laid from the Basin to Main street. 

About twenty-five years after the wooden pipes 
had been laid, and when the increased population 
of the city had rendered many of the wells unfit 
for use, the river was put in requisition to pump a 
portion of its own water to an elevation higher 
than the city, and from its reservoir there, to circu- 
late by subterranean channels to each domicile, 
though not always in a transparent state, and 
these water works have from time to time been 
increased to keep pace with the increase of the city. 

About half a century after Henfrey'a light went 
out, a new and more permanent one was kindled, 
and this had been burning only a few years, when 
the cry of " give us more light" caused the erec- 
tion of new and more extensive Gfas Works on 
the outskirts of the city near Eocketts, which will 
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probably suffice for two or throe generations, as 
would its predecessor have done for the present one. 

A J-ISH 6T0BY. 
The mention of young eela losing their way in the 
Main street in ascending to their summer quarters 
to seek their natural though not native homes, re- 
minds me of a similar mistake made by a brood of 
young shad in descending James River, from above 
the falls, in the course of their migration to the 
oeean, or to their winter quarters. On one occasion, 
and one only that I have known, a vast shoal of 
these fish, ^hich had attained to the size of ii. large 
minnow, missed their way down the river, and en- 
tered the canal at Westham. They followed its 
course down to the basin, and there their progress 
was arrested. There were no locks through which 
they could descend and no mills through which they 
might take the chance of being ground in passing 
over the water-wheel. They appeared to be in 
great distress. The surface of the basin exhibited 
myriads of them, leaping out of the water and 
sparkling in the sun ; a beautiful but painful sight. 
This continued for a number of days, but the 
young navigators who had thus lost their reck- 
oning, soon after lost their lives. Although not 
fiah out of water, they were out of their proper 
couraej and died in immense numbers ; the shores 
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of tlio liasin were covered with them, and were 
rendered offensive to the olfactory organs. 

It eeema remarkable that this mistake of the 
young brood should have occurred but once, as if 
nature had cautioned them not to repeat it, for 
none survived to tell the tale. 

Whether there were any operations going on 
above the locks at "Westhara, whether tho water 
■was very low in the river and a larger portion than 
usual was diverted to the canal, I am unable to 
say ; but can ascribe the wandering of the lost 
tribe only to some such cause. 



CIIAPTEB XXXIX. 

TDH OOLOEBD ARISTOCRACY. 

The eervanta belonging to the old families in 
Virginia and especially those pertaining to domes- 
tic households, were as proud of their position aa if 
the establishment was their own. I do not speak of 

the New Negroes, as the imported Africans were 
called, but of their descendants. 
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The house servants acquired something of the 
polite and respectful demeanor which prevailed 
among the gentility, and in their intercourse with 
each other they aped it in the ludicrous style of 
" High life below stairs," — Mister Jupiter would 
inquire of Mistress Venus how Master Cupid was, 
— but in addressing those servants who were some 
years their seniors, Uncle and Aunt were the 
respectful terms used, and these were adopted ty 
the white children of the family; for they would 
have teen thought diarespeetful ttnd ill-bred to 
speak to old servants without giving the appellation 
of Uncle Adam or Aunt Eve. 

The coachman in an old family felt aa proud 
of bis position on the box as he could havo 
felt had he been inside, and he wo«id issue 
his orders to the footman and the stable boys 
in aa authoritative a tone as if he occupied the 
cushioned back seat. 

Besides the pride of station, there was a strong 
attachment generally on the part of servants to 
their aiastei's and mistresses, and this descended to 
the next generation and was mutual. The changes 
which have been brought about in the breaking up 
of families, by death, raisfortune, remote intermar- 
riages, fee, have greatly diminished the number of 
these ancient and respectable domestic establish- 
ments; but many yet exist on the tide-waters of 
Virginia; some have been transplanted to the upper 
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country, and it is to be hoped that this beautiful 
patriarchal system will, in spite of the mischievous 
and wicked interference of abolitionists, extend, 
instead of being further contracted. 

The most prominent member of the black aris- 
tocracy of my early years 'waa Sy. GilUat, (proba- 
bly Simon, or Cyrus,) the leading violinist (fiddler 
was then tiie -word,) at the bails and dancing 
parties. He traced hie claim to position to the 
days of vice-royalty, Laving held office under 
Lord Botetourt when govenror, bit whether 
behind bis chair or his coach, is in the mist of 
obscurity. 

Sy. Giiiiat flourished in Eichmond in the first 
decade of this century, and I know not how many 
of the last. He was tali, and even in his old age, 
(if he ever grew old,) erect and dignified. When 
he appeared officially in the orchestra, his dress 
was an embroidered silk coat and vest of faded lilac, 
small clothes, (he would not say breeches,) and silk , 
stockings, which rather betrayed the African 
prominence of the shin-bone, terminating in shoes 
fastened or decorated with large buckles. This 
court-dress was coeval with the reign of Lord 
Botetourt, and probably part of the fifty suits 
which, (according to the inventory he left) consti- 
tuted his wardrobe; to complete this court costume, 
Sy. wore a brown wig with side curls and a long 
queue appended. His manners were as courtly aa 
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his dress, and he elbowed himself and his fiddle- 
sticli through the world with great propriety and 
harmony. 

Belonging to the vice-regal family, Sy. helonged 
of course to the Church of England; this was one 
qualification for the ofGce of sexton, (not grave- 
digger,) and hia residence being very near the 
church in Richmond, was an inducement for the 
wardens to confer on him the appointment; 
although strict constructionists might have con- 
sidered, like Ephraim Smooth, that he waa "a man 
of sin, rubbing the hair of the horse against the 
bowels of the cat;" he filled the office for some 
time, hut was impelled to resign it in a fit of un- 
righteous indignation, excited by hearing that he 
was suspected of partaking of the wine without the 
other ceremonies of the sacrament. His declara- 
tion, that ho had drunk Lord Botetourt's best wine 
long before his accusers knew the difference be- 
tween Malaga and Malmsey, whilst it vindicated 
Sy.'s connoisseurship, did not obtain for him abso- 
lution from the charge, and he left the service of 
the church highly indignant. 

Sy. could not have many associates without com- 
promising his dignity, for there were few of the 
old ai-istocracy remaining ; but in addition to those 
few, he permitted the intimacy of some of the 
leading stewards, coachmen, and head cooks of the 
best families. 
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His cotemporary, Boh Cooht/, had also served 
the nobility at Williamsburg, and when that city 
lost it pre-eminence, Bob was fain to follow a re- 
puhlioan governor to Richmond, whero for many 
years he was intrusted with the keys of the capitol, 
and flourished his besom over its floor and furni- 
ture. His court-dress was a time-honored suit of 
black velvet, ample in skirts and flaps. 

If Sy. was the Chesterfield, Bob might be called 
the Burleigh of his day. Sy. acquired his courtly 
and elegant demeanor by frequenting halls and 
parties, and Bob his solemn deportment by attend- 
ing in council chambers and courts of justice. By 
dusting the judge's cushion he seemed to have 
acquired the solemn aspect of the dignitary who sat 
on it. Bob did not, however, attach a handle to 
his name, to indicate the dignity of office — but one 
was assumed by his successor, who appended the 
initials K. K. 0., indicating keeper of the keys of 
the capitol. 

Niek Scott, another member of the colored aris- 
tocracy, kept his coach for many years, without 
pride or insolence or imposition, and he took his 
seat on the box, thus setting an example of humil- 
ity to bis children. 

Before the female province of pastry was usurped 
by the countrymen of Napoleon, there flourished 
in Richmond a lady of the dark aristocracy, Mrs. 
JSfancy Byrd, a name that carries its own passport 
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to distinction. No dinner nor supper party could 
be complete unless Nancy had a finger in the pie. 
She held undisputed away over the dessert, with 
the rolling-pin for her sceptre, and considered her- 
self aa pertaining to the under-crust of gentility. 

While I write these closing pages in the winter 
of 1855-56,* the severest, in the long duration of 
extreme cold, that I can remember ; the river 
closed for eight weeks in almost its entire length, 
a,nd the earth covered with a coating of snow of 
nearly equal duration ; the black servants and 
slaves are provided with food, fuel and clothing, 
while our poor-houses and other receptacles for the 
destitute or <3issipated whites, are crowded to over- 
flowing, chiefly with foreign paupers ; contributions 
are raised in every mode that can be devised for 
the relief of destitute whites, for many of whom 
we are indebted to our philanthropic brethren of 
the North, who seek to entice our sla^'es to the 
same destitute condition there — perhaps, on the 
principle of reciprocity. Whether similar charity 
would be extended to them there, if destitute, as 
to the whites here, is a doubtful question. 

A fair friend furnishes this anecdote of what 
came under her own observation : 

An old negro, who was considered so entirely 
"one of the family," as to be in the habit of 

*■ Thus ill tlie fii'st edition, wliich mnj bo repeated in the 
second, aa applicable to tlie winter of 1866-7. 
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calling one of his young mistroages cousin, "when 
addressing her, was asked by the lady, "Why he 
did not, as formerly, attend the raeeting-house of 
his brethren on Sunday?" His reply was, "that 
when ho could sit by Mr, Wickham's Bob and 
Judge Marshall's Jack, he liked to join siety, but 
now he never knew who ho sot by, and he stayed 
at home." 

This same individual, during this degenerate 
time, being invited to a party, was induced to 
attend, and furnished with a pass till eleven 
o'clock that night. Arriving at the house where 
the festival was held, he was exceedingly disgusted 
by finding himself surrounded altogether by par- 
venus, and being under the impression, that he 
mast not return home till the honr designated in 
his pass, he retired to an adjacent room, locked 
the door, remained there till the hour of eleven 
arrived, and then returned to his domieil, mourn- 
ing over the great lights which had been extin- 
guished ere his own had gone out. 

Like their betters, the negroes of the present 
day have their mock-gentility, and like them, they 
sustain it chiefly iu dress and pretension. In the 
streets on Sundays, plainness of attire is now-a- 
days rather an indication of gentility. Dashing 
satin bonnets now cover woolly false curls, a hand- 
some veil conceals a sooty face, which is protected 
from being sun-burnfc by a styUsh parasol. A silk 



HcsledbyGoOgle 



THE COLORED ARISTOCKACr. 357 

drcsa of gaudj colors sweeps t!ie ground, eonceal- 
iiig a splay foot with receding heel. The beau 
■who struts beside this chamber-maid, is attired in a 
talma or shawl, pants whoso chects or stripes 
exceed the circumference of his leg, and a vest in. 
which every color vies for brilliancy. He twirls 
his watch-chain and his cane, and might almost put 
a Broadway dandy to the blush. These gentry 
leave their visiting cards at each other's kitchens, 
and on occasion of a wedding. Miss Dinah Drip- 
pings and Mr. Ouffie Coleman have their cards con- 
nected by a silken tie, emblematic of that which ie 
to connect themselves, and a third card announces, 
" At home from ten to one," where those who call 
will Snd cake, fruits, and other refreshments. And 
this ia not an exaggerated picture of the hardships 
and miseries which the domestic blacks suffer, and 
from which their aboHtion enemies seek to relieve 
them. 
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